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BIG LAKER RON SKOOG — 
who many knew as the “bike guy” 
—  passed away Monday after a 
long battle with several ailments. 
See his story on page 2. (Submit-
ted Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
CLEARWATER AREA NEWS

St. Cloud Schools are returning 
to in-person learning for grades 
6-12 in the third trimester of the 
school season. See the story on 

page 2.

 
COUNTY NEWS

Sherburne County issued an 
update on availability of COVID-19 
vaccines and how to get the shots. 

See the article on page 5.

BECKER NEWS
Nevada Arnold (6) of Becker has a 
minor role in a recently-released 
movie from Lionsgate Entertain-
ment. See the story on page 4. 
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In The Meantime
BECKER DISCOVER 
COMMUNITY GUIDE

For those in the zip code areas 
of 55308 and 55319, check out 

the Discover Becker Community 
Guide in this week’s Patriot 

Newspaper! 

SPRING APPROACHES
Spring is quickly approaching and 

the Patriot staff will be working 
on producing our annual Spring 

Home Guide as well as compiling 
information for special 

graduation sections for students 
at area schools, so keep your 

eyes peeled!

C’mon SPRING!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I N D E X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The City of Becker is 
planning to adopt a five-
year street reconstruction 
plan. A public hearing for 
the plan will be held at the 
next city council meeting at 
5 p.m. March 2. 

Working on the Plan
Phil Knutson, Public 

Services Director for the 
city, says city staff has been 
working on this plan along 
with city council for several 
months now. The streets 
were reviewed along with 
the Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) and it was found 
that many streets were near-
ing the end of their lifespan. 
Last April, staff took the 
city council members on a 
tour of the streets, showing 
where some were quickly 
becoming worn. The five-
year plan being proposed 

PHIL KNUTSON (L) AND CONNIE ROBINSON (R) have been working on a five-year street reconstruction plan along with city staff. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker to adopt 5-year street improvement plan

PLAN to page 12

Submitted Article

In 1988, America was 
in the second term of the 
Reagan Administration, the 
Berlin Wall was still a year 
from coming down, fans 
of the Minnesota Twins 
were still celebrating their 
first World Series title in 
franchise history, the In-
ternet wasn’t yet available 
to the public, Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit? dominated 
the box office and Guns 
N’ Roses topped the music 
charts with “Sweet Child o’ 
Mine.”

It was that same year 
that 22-year old Dan An-
selment joined the Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

At the Feb. 23 meeting 
of the Wright County Board 
of Commissioners, Ansel-
ment was honored with a 
retirement plaque for his 33 
years of service to the resi-
dents of Wright County.

Sheriff Sean Deringer 
presented the plaque, say-
ing that Anselment has 
forged friendships with 
and earned the respect of 
generations of his law en-
forcement colleagues over 

the years – leaving a legacy 
that has made a lasting im-
print on Wright County.

“I think we as leaders in 
the organization recognize 
that the No. 1 asset of any 
business or organization is 
our personnel,” Deringer 
said. “Today we celebrate 
33 years of Captain Ansel-
ment being present. I think 
that it stands as a testament 

that we have former sheriffs 
in the room, former mem-
bers of the command staff, 
family and friends.”

Anselment is one of 
only two current members 
of the Wright County Sher-
iff’s Office that was hired 
by iconic former Sheriff 
Darrell Wolff, who died 
in office in 1989 and is 
the longest-tenured mem-
ber of the Sheriff’s Office. 
Deringer said that every 
sheriff Anselment worked 
under has recognized his 
talent.

“Every sheriff (that 
followed) Sheriff Wolff 
saw value in Dan – what he 
was able to do and what he 
was able to accomplish,” 
Deringer said. “Sheriff 
(Don) Hozempa promoted 
him to sergeant. Sheriff 
(Gary) Miller promoted 
him to lieutenant. Sheriff 
(Joe) Hagerty promoted 
him to captain. I guess I’m 
the one that gets to kick him 
out the door.”

Deringer wasn’t the 
only one cracking jokes. 
Following the ceremony, 
Miller told Anselment why 

DAN ANSELMENT of the Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office was honored for 
his 33 years of service this past week. 
(Submitted Photo).

Anselment honored for 33 years in 
the Wright County Sheriff’s Office

ANSELMENT to page 14

Submitted Article

Two Central Minnesota restau-
rants have been selected as winners 
of the General Mills Foodser-
vice’s 2020 Neighborhood to Na-
tion contest.

The Coyote Moon Grille’s 
Adam Meyer was named as one 
of 20 nationwide winners for his 
southern fried chicken sandwich 
with raspberry chipotle sauce 
recipe. 

Another Minnesota restau-
rant, Madigan’s Pub and Grill 
in Maple Lake, was chosen for 
Chris Nelson’s Ragin’ Cajun 
Pizza.

The contest celebrates inde-
pendent restaurants and food trucks 
for their one-of-a-kind dishes and in-
dependent restaurants’ role in local 

communities.
Each winner receives $5,000 

cash, support to market the restau-
rant, and entered into the People’s 

Choice awards for the grand prize, 
which is an additional $5,000 dona-
tion toward a local food bank charity.

Many restaurants said they 
were struggling, even with doing 
takeout and delivery, and some 
closed altogether due to indoor din-

ing shutdowns because 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, so General Mills 
decided to double the 
number of winners for 
2020. A press release 
says doubling the num-
ber of winners would 
allow restaurants and 
food truck operators to 
win “much-needed cash 
as well as paid advertis-
ing and other marketing 
tools to promote their 
business.”

To enter, applicants had to up-
load a picture of their recipe using 
at least one ingredient from Gen-

eral Mills Foodservice’s partici-
pating brands and share how they 
creatively used that item. They could 
also explain how that dish brings 
comfort and joy to their customers 
at a time when comfort and joy are 
desperately needed. Recipes for the 
Neighborhood to Nation Recipes 
Contest were judged based on taste, 
appearance, creativity, and foodser-
vice viability.

Voting for the People’s Choice 
opened February 22 and runs 
through February 26.

Coyote Moon is located at 
480 - 55th Ave. SE in St. Cloud on 
Territory Golf Club. Coyote Moon 
Grille is open year round for dinner 
and Sunday brunch; lunch available 
April through September.

Coyote Moon Chef Chosen As National Contest Winner

Submitted Article

The Becker Area 
Chamber of Commerce had 
a great turnout for the Feb-
ruary 17 member meeting 
last week.   With over 30 
members in attendance, the 
meeting was held at Becker 
Pebble Creek.  

The business highlight 
for the month was Keller 
Williams Realty. Troy and 
Amity Felton presented 
information about the real 

estate market in the Becker 
area, and what to expect 
with the market in 2021. 
They, along with Haller 
Realty agents agreed that 
there is a major shortage 
of homes available for sale 
in the area, and homes 
continue to be in demand. 
Interest rates are still low, 
which helps balance the 
cost of homes.  

Marie Pflipsen from 

30 attendees at recent 
chamber meeting

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

One of the 
many hurt by 
a year of pan-
demic  r e -
s t r i c t i o n s , 
The Ket t le 
restaurant in 
Clearwater has 
p e r m a n e n t l y 
closed its doors.

Owner Rory Amund-
son, who has run the 

restaurant since 
he bought it 

in 2015, 
said the 
pandemic, 
state re-
strictions, 
and se-

vere lack 
of help are 

The Kettle in Clearwater 
closes doors for good

KETTLE to page 14

CHAMBER to page 14
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Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, MAR. 7, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES: China, Bubble glass picture, 
Aladdin lamp, Battery service kit, Carnival & depression glass, 
45 Lp records, GI Joe action soldiers, Rose mead, Enamelware, 
Twerp’s fishing rods, Oil bracket lamps, Toys, Reel to reel player. 
FURNITURE: Queen bed, Chest of drawers, Dressers, Coffee & 
end tables, Dining table & chairs, Recliner, Antique side chair, Piano 
stool. HOUSEHOLD: Kitchen & bakeware, Holiday décor, Framed 
art & prints, Home Interior’s décor, Dolls, Hot wheel cars. TOOLS 
& OUTDOOR: Band & scroll saws, Router, Hand tools, Yard tools, 
Gerry cans, Ice augers, Coleman lanterns. 

Full service Real Estate team, for residential buyers and sellers

www.cartwrightrealty.com or find us on Facebook

NEWSPAPER 
INDUSTRY IS 

QUICKLY
EVOLVING

According to data from the 
Newspaper Association of America 
(NAA), trends reflect that the print 
industry is evolving its business 
model in significant ways. Some 
of these ways include connecting 
with developments in technology, 

tapping into consumer 
behavior, understanding 

advertiser interest, and more 
in order to grow audiences and 

diversify its revenue stream.
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www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREABECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 
results and 

WOW   factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Want to know about the current market? Call us 
today, we’d love to work with you!

521 Knollwood St. W, Annandale. $264,900. 4BR, 
2 Bath with LL completed. Large 3 car garage. 

MLS #5706539

320 Chestnut St. E, Annandale. Move-in ready. 
Recently renovated K & finished FR in basement 
with room to expand. Nice, quiet neighborhood 
close to middle school, 2 blocks off Main Street. 
$185,000. Call Rick Seagraves. 320-282-5656.

Spring is coming 
quickly! If you’re thinking 

of a move, call us!

Pending

Pending

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Buyer needs — sellers wanted
I have a client looking for 4+ bedrooms on 2+ 

acres and an extra garage or shed would be a plus 
but not a dealbreaker! If you have something like 
this and have been tossing around the idea to sell, 

give me a call! Milissa 320-266-7413

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Real Estate
By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their February 
meeting, the Clearwater 
City Council held a long 
discussion on the I-94 
water main loop project 
and whether or not to au-
thorize putting it out to bid.

Council  Member 
Wayne Kruchten wondered 
if the project was the best 
way to invest the city’s 
money, asking whether it 
would be a better idea to up 
a water tower on the south 
side and delay the water 
crossing. 

Council was told the 
cost of a new water tower 
would be similar to the cost 
of the loop project, around 
$1 million. A water tower 
plus a new well would cost 
around $2 million.

After a discussion on 
the city’s current water 
systems, Mayor Andrea 
Lawrence-Wheeler said the 
council that was in place 
two years ago when this 
project first began decided 
on the loop. Since then a lot 
has gone into it, and if the 
project is scrapped, they 
would need to start over. 

Council was advised 
that having adequate loop-
ing with their piping sys-
tem is key, so that if there’s 
a breakdown another one 
can be utilized. Looping 
will have a lot of flexibility 
as well, as mains will also 
be looped, and numerous 
connections made so there 
are fewer dead ends. There 
will also be more options 
should there be a break or 
shutdown even south of the 
interstate. 

Kruchten inquired if 
both the loop and water 
tower projects are needed 
now, and if not, which 
project is the most press-
ing. Both will need to be 
completed eventually. A 
lengthy discussion was 

held on the city’s current 
water towers and how soon 
they will need to be re-
placed. 

After further discus-
sion concerning project 
funding, a motion carried 
authorizing the bid on the 
I-94 water main loop proj-
ect to go forward.

Lighting Complaint
City Administrator 

Annita Smyth informed 
council the city had re-
ceived another outdoor 
lighting complaint. The 
lights in question are on a 
motion sensor and can also 
be turned on manually. The 
issue has been going on for 
a number of years with the 
same complainant.

When the first com-
plaint was made a number 
of years ago, the property 
owner made changes to the 
lights on their facility and 
the city closed the issue. 
The complainant contin-
ues to be unhappy how-
ever, and stated it wasn’t 
resolved to her satisfaction.

The possibility of pur-
chasing a lux meter to read 
lumens was discussed, as 
currently the city can’t 
confirm if there is or isn’t 
a violation of their lighting 
ordinance.

A decision was made 
to send a letter to the prop-
erty owner with the lights, 
asking if he would be will-
ing to turn them on. If so, 
the city will purchase a lux 
meter to measure the lu-
mens.

Fire Dept.
Fire Chief Ryan Prid-

geon presented the council 
with the fire department’s 
annual report. The depart-
ment’s five-year call aver-
age is 268. Medical calls 
make up 67% of the total, 
followed by motor vehicle 
accidents. Structural fires 
average at six per year. 

Mike Keller is the de-
partment’s new assistant 

fire chief; two new lieu-
tenants will be named after 
firefighters have been hired 
to replace the ones that left 
the department in 2020. 

Motions carried ap-
proving the increase in pay 
for firefighters from $11 to 
$12 an hour and increas-
ing the pension rate from 
$1,750 to $1,850 per year 
of service.

Parks Update
Council Member Rich-

ard Petty gave an update on 
upcoming park purchases 
and the concept plan re-
garding the city’s future 
community center. Things 
currently on the list to be 
included are the library, 
gym and locker rooms, in-
door playground, walking 
path, courts, and city hall 
office.  

Petty also briefly dis-
cussed the future Veter-
ans Memorial Park that 
is planned near Riverside 
Park. A committee includ-
ing Legion and Legion 
Riders representatives will 
be formed to determine the 
scope of what they would 
like to see.

Other Business
A motion carried to 

keep the Lion’s Building 
closed due to COVID-19, 
to be reviewed at the next 
council meeting.

Motions carried to 
pass Resolution 2021-03 
Amending the Recreational 
Vehicle Ordinance, Reso-
lution 2021-04 Amending 
the Traffic Code, and Res-
olution 2021-09 Extending 
the COVID-19 emergency 
orders.

There was no sheriff’s 
report available at the time 
of the meeting. 

The next Clearwater 
City Council meeting will 
be March 8 at 7 p.m.

Clearwater Council authorizes bid 
on I-94 water main loop project

Submitted Article

A Clearwater man was 
airlifted to the hospital fol-
lowing a snowmobile crash 
last Thursday.

The incident happened 
around 5:40 p.m. along a 
snowmobile trail northwest 
of Franklin Rd., about one 
mile north of Clearwater.

The Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office says 

32-year-old Travis Imholte, 
of Clearwater, was heading 
north on the trail, when he 
lost control of his 2018 Po-
laris 600 snowmobile, caus-
ing it to turn over.

Authorities say Imholte 
was found unresponsive at 
the scene and was airlifted 
to St. Cloud Hospital by a 
North Memorial Helicop-
ter.

The Sheriff’s Office 

says he was in stable condi-
tion in a medically induced 
coma at the hospital.

The Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office was as-
sisted by Mayo Ambu-
lance, Clearwater Fire and 
Rescue, Wright County 
Sheriff’s Office, and North 
Memorial Helicopter.

CW man airlifted to hospital 
following snowmobile crash

Submitted Article

Superintendent Wil-
lie Jett announced at the 
Feb. 3 Board of Education 
meeting a tentative plan to 
see students in grades 6-12 
return to in-person learning 
third trimester. 

The calendar of events 
includes:

• Feb. 26: End of Tri-
mester 2;

• March 1-5: Mid-win-

ter break;
• March 8-9: Staff tran-

sition days as required by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education;

• March 10: Tentative 
start to in-person learning 
for grades 6-12.

There are no changes 
for preschool, elementary, 
and alternative special ed-
ucation schools, which re-
turned to in-person learning 
today. Secondary Distance 

Learning Academy will not 
be in session March 8-9, but 
otherwise is not impacted 
by this transition.

Secondary schools 
have not been in session 
Monday-Friday since last 
March. Jett said he will 
update the board and com-
munity on secondary re-
turn-to-school plans at the 
next Board of Education 
meeting on February 17.

St. Cloud Area schools to 
return to in-person learning

CVBC CHILI COOKOFF. Clear Valley Business Connection members were treated to a chili cook off at their annual 
meeting Thursday, February 11. The meeting was hosted by Rejoice Lutheran Church in Clearwater. First prize for the 
chili contest was awarded to outgoing CVBC president Lori Johnson, and there was a tie for second place between Alyssa 
Braaten (AFLAC) and Jenny Massman (American Heritage Bank). Watch for full story in next week’s issue of the Patriot. 
Pictured above are the people who submitted chili for the chili cook off:  Leigh Holman (Sunset Ridge Ranch), Alyssa 
Braaten (AFLAC), Kevin Peterson (Royal Renovations)  Lori Johnson (Root of Wellness and Johnson Materials), Jenny 
Massman (American Heritage Bank), Eron Bordson (Clearwater Family Chiropractic) and Dan Lunning (Cutting Edge Ca-
tering).  (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring).

Chili to warm guests

Submitted Article

Ron Skoog, a life long 
Big Lake resident, fire-
fighter, fire chief and rescue 
squad member, died earlier 
this week. 

Skoog served the Big 
Lake area from 1959 to 
1987 serving the BLFD as 
chief, assistant chief, cap-
tain and firefighter.

Most people knew him 
as the guy that fixes bicy-
cles out of his garage on 
Eagle Lake Road.

See Ron’s obituary in 
next week’s edition.

BIG LAKER RON SKOOG — who many knew as the “bike guy”  passed away 
this week after a long battle with several ailments. (Submitted Photo).

Skoog, Big Lake bicycle man, passes

SMALL-TOWN 
COMMUNITIES LOVE 
THEIR LOCAL PAPERS

A recent study found that 67% of 
small-town residents read their 
local paper at least one time per 
week. Out of the participants, 78% 
said newspapers were their main 
source for information about local 
news, and 71% of participants said 
newspaper inserts motivated them 

with their buying decisions.
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Cataract surgery is one of the more frequently performed sur-
geries in the United States. The reason for this is that it is a nor-
mal consequence of aging. The natural lens in the eye is clear 
at birth, and becomes cloudier over the years. At age 75, about 
50% of people have had cataract surgery, and most people re-
quire it during their life, but it’s not possible to predict when. 
It’s nothing to fear, it is a painless outpatient operation. If you 
are having blurry vision, you should schedule an appointment 
for evaluation. We also recommend an annual eye exam to de-
tect eye conditions before they become a problem.

320-774-3789 • www.eaofcm.com
Located in the PCI Building near TCF Bank, in District Square

Having eye problems?
Looking for answers?
We can help.
We specialize in cataracts,
glaucoma, macular degeneration, 
and more. And, yes, we do routine 
eye examinations!

Optical now 
open!

FOLEY GARAGE & BAKE SALES!
FREE WILL OFFERING

Foley MOPS Fundraiser GARAGE SALE!
Fri., March 12, 8am-3pm & Sat., March 13, 8-noon

NNeeww  LLiiffee  CChhuurrcchh,,  993311  NNoorrmmaann  AAvvee,,  FFoolleeyy

St. John’s Area School Garage & Bake Sale
Fri., March 12, 8am-3 & Sat. March 13 • 8am-1pm

SSJJAASS  GGyymm  221155  --  77tthh  AAvvee,,  FFoolleeyy

Maywood Covenant Youth Group 
Fundraiser Garage Sale

Fri., March 12, 8am-3pm & Sat., March 13, 8-noon
MMaayywwoooodd  CCoovveennaanntt  CChhuurrcchh,,  66882233--113355tthh  AAvvee,,  FFoolleeyy

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Delivery FREE up to five miles — $1 per mile after up to 12 miles

Fish Tacos 
Meal 

EVERY FRIDAY THROUGH LENT

- $9.99

763-262-4000 • 12287 Hancock Street, Becker

All You Can 
Eat Fish every 
Friday night 
during lent. 

$999
Includes Fish, Fries, 
Texas toast and 
Coleslaw

WE ARE CLOSING AT 4 PM ON SUN., MARCH 1
$1129

Kids eat free every Monday!
One Kid’s menu 

meal free with the 

purchase of One 
Adult Entreé.

Kids 10 years and under. No substituions on kids meals. Dine in only. Limited time only (Excludes other discounts)

MEAT RAFFLES EVERY SATURDAY @ 3PM 
(MEAT PACKAGES FROM BECKER FOOD PRIDE)

Opening to all in September 2021! 
Sign up for a tour at: 

www.goodshepherdlutheranhs.org

Submitted Article

Big Lake was named the 
second safest city in the State 
of Minnesota for 2020.

True to its friendly 
image, the Land of 10,000 
Lakes has violent and prop-
erty crime rates below na-
tional levels. What’s more, 
violent crime has dropped 
in Minnesota for the last 10 
years straight, including an 
8% drop between 2017 and 
2018.

The safest city in Minne-
sota is Orono, a city of about 
20,000 located on the north 
shore of Lake Minnetonka. 
Crime is nearly nonexistent in 
Orono: the city recorded just 
six violent crimes in 2018 and 
has a property crime rate less-
than-a-third of the national 
average.

Big Lake is Minnesota’s 
second safest city. A quiet 

lakeside community known 
for its annual “Spud Fest”, 
Big Lake has the lowest prop-
erty crime rate in the state, 
along with a violent crime 
rate of exactly 1 offense per 
1,000. Their population is 
listed at 11, 036

Minnesota’s third 
safest “city” is the com-
bined jurisdiction of 
the South Lake Min-
netonka Police Depart-
ment, comprising parts 
of the communities of 
Excelsior, Greenwood, 
Shorewood, and Tonka 
Bay. Together, they logged 
just three violent crimes in 
2018.

Earning the #4 spot is 
Minnetrista, which continues 
Minnesota’s streak of re-
markably low violent crime 
by posting a 0.39 per 1,000 
violent crime rate in 2018, 
coupled with a property crime 

rate below 10 per 1,000.
The city of Stillwater, lo-

cated on the St. Croix River 

just west of Wisconsin, 
rounds out the list of Min-
nesota’s five safest cities. 
Known as the shooting loca-
tion for many popular Holly-
wood films, including Fargo 
and Grumpy Old Men, Still-

water logged 2018 violent 
and property crime rates of 
about one-third of national 
levels.

To identify the safest cit-
ies, the National Council For 

Home Safety and Security 
(Alarms.org) reviewed the 
most recent FBI Uniform 
Crime Report statistics. 
They eliminated any 
cities that failed to sub-
mit a complete crime 
report to the FBI and 

cities with populations 
under 10,000. This left 

3,381 cities (out of a total 
of 9,251). 

There are two broad 
classifications of crimes: vi-
olent crimes and non-violent 
crimes. According to the FBI, 
“Violent crime is composed 
of four offenses: murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter, 
rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault. Violent crimes are 

defined in the UCR Program 
as those offenses that in-
volve force or threat of force. 
Property crime includes the 
offenses of burglary, larce-
ny-theft, motor vehicle theft, 
and arson. The object of the 
theft-type offenses is the tak-
ing of money or property, but 
there is no force or threat of 
force against the victims. ”

Alarms.org computed 
the total number of crimes re-
ported by each city by adding 
violent crimes and property 
crimes. They then created 
a crime rate as the number 
of crimes per 1,000 popula-
tion. Then they transformed 
the total crime rate variable 
so that the skewness was re-
duced and normalized.

Data from 2,831 law en-
forcement agencies was then 
collected to determine police 
adequacy (TotalCrimes / 
Number of police employ-

ees).  Alarms.org consider 
that the smaller the police 
adequacy statistic is, the safer 
the city is. This variable was 
also transformed and normal-
ized.

Finally, the two variables 
were combined to create a 
safety score for each city.

“This is something we 
should all be proud of,” said 
Big Lake PD Deputy Chief 
Matt Hayen. “If it wasn’t for 
our citizens, elected officials, 
city leaders, and all of our 
city departments working to-
gether, we would not be able 
to enjoy this community we 
all love.” 

“Thank you for your 
continued effort in support-
ing our police department and 
helping us keep the crime out 
of our city!”

Big Lake named one of Minnesota’s safest cities

Submitted Article

A Monticello man has 
died after a head-on col-
lision near Big Lake last 
Thursday.

The Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office said the 
crash happened on Co. Rd. 
14, just south of Hwy. 10, 
Thursday morning.

According to the sher-
iff’s office, 86-year-old 
Ronald N. Olson lost con-
trol of the car he was driv-
ing and crossed the center 

line of Co. Rd. 14, sliding 
into the path of an oncom-
ing truck.

Olson was taken to a 
hospital, where he died Fri-
day morning.

The sheriff’s of-
fice said the driver of the 
pickup truck suffered inju-
ries that aren’t considered 
life-threatening.

Investigators believe 
slippery road conditions 
were likely a contributing 
factor in the crash.

Monticello man dies 
morning after head-on 
crash near Big Lake

Submitted Article

This spring voters in the 
Becker school district will 
vote on a proposed $37.5 
million bond referendum.

Supt. Jeremy Schmidt 
says because the district has 
some expiring bonds, along 
with low-interest rates right 
now, there will be no in-
crease in taxes for property 
owners if it passes. Upgrades 
would be made to every 
building, including safety 
and security measures.

The plan also includes 
shifting some grades to other 
buildings to alleviate over-
crowding in the primary 
school building.

“To handle that is keep-
ing our Pre-K, K and First 
grades in the primary school, 
shift the second grade to our 
intermediate school, and 
then shift the fifth grade to 
the middle school,” says 
Schmidt.  “So our addi-
tion would be to the middle 
school to add that fifth grade 
on to there, so they would 
have four grade levels.”

The middle school is 

expected to get some new 
classrooms for the fifth grad-
ers. Both the intermediate 
and middle school would get 
new cafeterias.

Other plans for the 
money include a new trans-
portation facility, turf on the 
football field, and mainte-
nance at all buildings.

“The Becker school dis-
trict is growing with no sign 
of it slowing down anytime 
soon,” said Schimdt. 

One recent study says 
the Becker and Big Lake 
school districts will be the 
seventh and eighth fastest 
growing in the state in the 
coming years.

“Becker and Big Lake 
area, this area of the state re-
ally entices people because 
we have those large lots and 
we have the ability to get to 
places very quickly and eas-
ily,” said Becker’s Super.  
“We don’t see that going 
away.”

The $37.5 million ref-
erendum will have just one 
question on the ballot. Early 
voting starts March 26 with 
election day on May 11.

Becker Schools 
seeking approval 
of $37.5M bond 
referendum

Submitted article

On Feb. 21 at approxi-
mately 12:39 a.m., Becker 
Police Officers conducted a 
traffic stop at US Highway 
10/Sherburne Ave in the 
left lane. During the inves-
tigation of the initial traffic 
stop, two officers were in 
their squad, and two offi-
cers were standing outside 
of their squad cars. The two 
officers standing outside 
observed a vehicle travel-
ing West bound on Hwy. 
10, and was observed to 
not be slowing down, and 
did not attempt to move 
over for the emergency ve-
hicles. This vehicle struck 
both squad cars, damaging 
the passenger side on each 
vehicle. No one was injured 
as a result of this occurring. 

Becker Police officers 
pursued the striking vehicle 
stopping it at Hwy. 10 and 
Bradley Blvd. During the 

traffic stop investigation, 
the male driver who was 
identified as David Henry 
Delk (35), of St. Cloud, 
was found to be under the 
influence of alcohol. Delk 
was arrested for 2nd Degree 
DWI. 

Charges are pend-
ing for Delk to include: 
2nd Degree DUI, Leaving 
the Scene of an Accident, 
Open Bottle of Alcohol in 
Motor Vehicle, Failure to 
Move Over for Emergency 
Vehicle. Pending the in-
vestigation, which is ongo-
ing, additional charges are 
likely. 

The Becker Police De-
partment was assisted by 
the Minnesota State Patrol 
and the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Intoxicated driver 
crashes into BPD 
vehicles

Submitted Article

The Wright County Li-
cense Bureau is reminding 
residents that the grace pe-
riod for being able to drive 
with an expired driver’s li-
cense is ending soon.

The deadline for those 
with commercial driver’s 
licenses is Sunday, Feb. 28. 
After that date, the grace 
period that resulted from 
state license bureaus and 
DMVs being closed for six 
weeks will no longer apply.

For those with stan-
dard driver’s licenses, the 
deadline is Wednesday, 
March 31. After that date, 
they will be deemed driv-
ing with an expired license 
and subject to ticketing.

It is estimated that 
300,000 Minnesotans had 
driver’s license that were 
set to expire between 
March 13, 2020 and Feb. 

28, 2021. That number 
doesn’t include individu-
als that applied to upgrade 
their licenses to Real ID or 
enhanced licenses.

There is an option for 
those with expiring licenses 
to renew online. If nothing 
changed on their licenses 
(name, address, etc.), they 
are eligible to renew on-
line in a one-time program 
that won’t require a vision 
screening and the photo on 
the license will remain the 
same. Anyone looking for 
a Real ID license will have 
to renew in-person because 
of paperwork requirements 
that accompany upgrading 
to Real ID or an enhanced 
license.

For those eligible to 
renew their licenses online, 
it can be done here: https://
onlineservices.dps.mn.gov/
EServices/_/ 

Grace period for 
renewing expiring 
driver’s licenses 
coming to a close

TARGETING A 
SPECIFIC 
AUDIENCE

Besides ad placement in sections 
near similar content, local 

newspaper advertising can target 
a specific audience in other ways. 

For example, newspapers often 
have special sections, releases and 
inserts that target audiences based 

on events such as a holiday or 
season, specific geographic areas 
such as a street or neighborhood 

or specific groups of people 
such as ethnic groups or college 

students.
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By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Nevada Arnold, 6 
years old, of  Becker, has a 
speaking role in Barb and 
Star Go to Vista Del Mar 
distributed by Lionsgate 
Entertainment Company.

This is Nevada’s first 
role in a full budget Holly-
wood feature, playing Sha-
ron Gordon Fisherman, age 
3. Barb and Star Go to Vista 
Del Mar is a girlfriend’s 
vacation comedy that was 
filmed in Mexico and New 
Mexico in the summer of 
2019 and stars – and was 
written by – Bridesmaids 
writers Kristen Wiig and 
Annie Mumolo. It was 
released on February 12, 
2021 via video on demand 
by Lionsgate Entertain-
ment Company.  Arnold 
plays Sharon Gordon Fish-
erman in a flashback scene. 
A four-year old at the time 
of filming, she was given a 
few lines on set that day by 
director, Josh Greenbaum, 
that were not included in 

the original screenplay; one 
of which made it into the 
final film.

As with so many audi-
tions these days (but espe-
cially now with COVID-19 
protocols making in-person 
auditions nearly impossi-
ble) Arnold auditioned via 
self-tape that was viewed 
by Angelique Midthunder 
and the team at Midthunder 
Casting prior to being seen 
by production. Nevada was 
cast for the role directly off 
her self-tape submission. 
She and her mother trav-
eled to Albuquerque, NM 
to film the scene at the end 
of August, 2019. The film 
was originally scheduled to 
have a theatrical release in 
July 2020 but was pushed 
back to July 2021 due to 
the on-going pandemic 
closing most movie theaters 
or greatly reducing allowed 
capacity. 

On January 11, 2021 
Lionsgate announced that 
they were foregoing a the-
atrical release of the film 
instead debuting it via pre-
mium VOD Feb, 12, 2021.

Nevada attends kinder-
garten at Becker Primary 
School, after she and her 
family moved to the area 
last May. She did an inter-
view on The Jason Show 
last Thursday.

Becker youngster plays supporting role in Hollywood movie

NEVADA ARNOLD is a kindergartner at Becker Primary School. Above, she is watching herself in her first film, Barb and 
Star go to Vista Del Mar. To the left, Nevada models her Becker Bulldogs jersey. (Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It might still be winter 
in Minnesota, but the Becker 
Twp. Board met Monday 
evening and took several ac-
tions to prepare for roadway 
maintenance once the ground 
thaws.

Two. Engineer Wes 
Davis presented several items 
for board consideration, in-
cluding the LRIP Grant pro-
posal for 97th St.  Clear Lake 
Twp. and the City of Becker 
are cooperating partners on 
the project, which will seek 
state funding to reconstruct 
the road to a 10-ton design 
with wider lanes and an over-
all safer profile.

Davis explained that if 
the project were funded, con-
struction would most likely 
be for the 2023 construction 
season because of the num-
ber of agencies involved.  
The board unanimously ap-
proved the grant proposal and 
thanked both of the adjacent 
governmental entities for their 
support of the concept.

Davis also received ap-
proval of the Joint Powers 
Agreement with Sherburne 
County which allows for uti-
lizing their bidding structure 
to gain more favorable pric-
ing on certain road projects.  

Road Supervisors Joe 
Danielson and Robin Boros 
have been working with 
Davis to develop plans and 
specifications for projects on 
164th Ave. and 142nd St. 
The board approved Davis to 
advertise for bids on the two 
roads, as well as several chip 
seal projects.  These will be 
advertised for two weeks and 
bid opening could take place 
at the April board meeting.

In other road related 
news, Danielson reported that 
some brush cutting has been 
accomplished and other areas 
will be addressed in the com-
ing months.  He and Boros 
conducted meetings with the 
business owners and resi-
dents who will be affected by 
the work on 164th Ave. and 
received their support for the 

project.
Planning
Planner Ben Wikstrom 

reported that Sherburne 
County is working on secur-
ing a CUP from the township 
for the stockpiling of material 
related to work they plan to 
do on the trail system in Brid-
geview Park.  The work is in 
the county park itself, while 
some town right of way will 
need to be used for temporary 
storage of materials. 

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Dan Frank of the 

SCSO reported to the board 
on the 139 calls for service 
within the last period, includ-
ing 50 traffic stops.  He said 
reports of mail tampering 
have slowed down within the 
township, although they are 
still occurring in neighboring 
communities.  He pledged to 
keep the board updated on the 
situation.

Fire Dept.
Supervisor Luke Babler 

shared that the turnout gear 
purchased with the CARES 
Act dollars had finally arrived 
and all that is left to be deliv-
ered is the coveralls used for 
medicals.  These remain on 
backorder but are expected to 
be delivered soon.  The new 
truck has also arrived in Min-
nesota and is at the dealership 
in Apple Valley undergoing 
final preparations.  Babler 
also reported that the Eddy 
Foundation had donated 
$4,000 to the department to 
be used for whatever needs 
are identified.

Recycle Day
Recycle Day, the event 

formerly known as Clean 
Up Day, will again be held 
in conjunction with the city.  
This year’s date will be May 
1, but the location will change 
to be held at Northern Metals 
Recycling.  According to the 
plans received from the city, 
no trash will be accepted this 
year.  

The board held a lengthy 
discussion as to the goals of 
the day, as they would like 
to have the ability to collect 
trash at the event even if it 
meant charging participating 

residents a higher fee for the 
service.  If trash is not col-
lected, it is many times found 
in the ditches of township 
roads through the spring and 
the costs of clean up for these 
items trickles down to the 
township anyway.  Because 
an event like this takes a good 
deal of time to plan and or-
ganize, the board decided to 
keep it as a combined event 
this year but will look at hold-
ing its own event in the future 
if trash collection is not part 
of the city’s plan.

Franchise 
Agreements
The board and legal 

counsel continue to work 
through franchise agreements 
with a pair of broadband pro-
viders in Midco and Tekstar 
(Arvig). Discussion was held 
on how to address right of 
way work and restoration that 
is not done up to acceptable 
standards.  One way to ad-
dress the issue is through a 
letter of credit from the com-
panies, while a plan B is to 
have the township contract 
necessary work and charge it 
back to the companies.  After 
a discussion about the pros 
and cons to each option, the 
board directed legal counsel 
to pursue option B because 
of the timeliness of the work, 
as well as the control it would 
give the township to ensure 
any restoration is done prop-
erly.

Up next for the town 
board will be this year’s 
election and Annual Meet-
ing to be held March 9 at the 
Becker Legion (old fire hall), 
followed by the board’s reg-
ular March meeting at 7 p.m. 
March 15 at the Town Hall.

Becker Twp. gears up 
for construction season

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Recently, the Sherburne 
County 4-H ambassadors 
completed their Winter Ser-
vice project. Several Sher-
burne County students 
organized a donation drive to 
collect items for children in 
foster care. 

Winter Service Project
The 4-H ambassadors 

are a group of students who 
are dedicated to community 
service. While they were 
brainstorming ideas for their 
Winter Service Project, they 
found that several among 
them were passionate about 
helping kids in foster care. 
An advisor and mom for the 
group, Kimberly Knapp, had 
a connection with an orga-
nization called The Forgot-
ten Initiative, which offered 
guidelines to the students on 
which items to collect to sup-
port kids in foster care. 

The Drive
After a couple months 

of planning, the 4-H ambas-
sadors held their contactless 
item drive at the Sherburne 
County Government Cen-
ter. The drive was focused 
on collecting baby items, as 
the organization expected 
an upcoming baby boom. 
However, items for kids of all 
ages were happily accepted, 
so long as they were in new 
condition. 

Danielle Ganje, Sher-
burne County 4-H extension 
educator, said it is important 
that kids in foster care have 
their own, personal belong-
ings as they are placed in a 
new home. The hope of the 
drive was to create backpacks 
or diaper bags that would go 
with the children wherever 
they were placed. 

The drive was very suc-
cessful. Knapp reported that 
her car was full to the brim 
with donations. 

“We were blown away 

by the generosity and the 
number of donations we re-
ceived,” said Ganje. “This 
was the ambassadors’ way of 
fulfilling their 4-H pledge to 
give to others.” 

Those who missed the 
drive, but who would still like 
to support foster children by 
donating items or money, can 
go to TheForgottenInitiate.
org. 

Other Projects
With the success of the 

drive, Ganje says she could 
see doing a similar project in 
the future. 4-H hosts various 
other events throughout the 
year, and they would love 
support from the community. 
Individuals can support the 
club by following the group 
on social media, or by making 
a donation at z.umn.edu/4H-
giveSherburne.

The ambassadors also 
recently worked on making 
blankets for Project Linus, an 
organization which provides 
blankets to children who are 

seriously ill or traumatized. 
The ambassadors, a group of 
teenagers, also work regularly 

to teach younger students in 
4-H.

Ganje says that 4-H 

hopes to hold its normal 
events in-person once again 
in the near future.

4-H Ambassadors host successful drive

SHERBURNE COUNTY 4-H AMBASSADORS coordinated a county-wide drive on Feb. 8 to collect items for the foster care 
community. 4-H families and community members donated many needed items in a drive-up style drop-off. Pictured above 
are Elizabeth Knapp, Arabelle Rohs, Owen Babler, Kayla Meyer, Dashton Mueller, and Bailey Muehlbauer. (Submitted photo.)

We strive to inform and empower our patients to live a 
healthy, well-balanced life. Our women’s health services 
range from prevention, obstetrics and infertility care to 
breast health, abnormal periods, menopause and more.

Located in Albertville, Buffalo and Monticello, Stellis Health 
cares for women of all ages through all stages of life. To 
learn more, go to stellishealth.com or call 763.271.3800.

 We specialize in you.

Complete Women’s Healthcare
Family Medicine, Nurse Midwives & OB/GYN

BECKER POLICE RESERVES RECEIVE AWARDS.  (L-R) Reserve Officer Tristan Mello, Reserve Lieutenant Jenna Voigt, and 
Reserve Sergeant Zach Cargill received 2020 Presidential Service Awards recently for their service to the Becker Police De-
partment and City of Becker.  Both Voigt and Cargill received Gold service awards for volunteering over 700 and 600 hours 
respectively in 2020.  Mello received a Bronze award for volunteering over 160 hours in 2020.  Each received a certificate 
signifying their achievement along with a letter signed by the President, a pin and a challenge coin. This is the second such 
award for Voigt who last year received a Bronze award.  Per Chief Brent Baloun, “I’m proud of our Reserve Officers and their 
commitment to our community.  They are a great asset to our police department and community.” (Submitted photo.)
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Senior Pastor: Nathan Bucher, Youth Pastor: Kevin Drehmel, Director of 
Ministry to Children & Families: Amy Drehmel. 
11951 Hancock Street, Becker • (763) 261-4202
Sunday Worship Service/Children’s Church at 10:30 am - attend in person 
or watch live stream. Children’s AWANA & Momentum Youth Group on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. Find us on social media.
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Mass tempo-
rarily at Becker location, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.

Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County Road 
14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am 
drive-in Worship, Sanctuary Worship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 
.

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Update on county vaccination efforts
Submitted article

There continues to be a very 
limited supply of COVID-19 
vaccine in Minnesota. Despite a 
modest recent increase in vaccine 
supply from the federal govern-
ment, Minnesota still does not 
have enough to meet demand. 
Minnesotans  are encouraged to 
remain patient as more vaccine 
arrives in the weeks and months 
ahead. Sherburne County staff 
will continue to distribute vac-
cines using a phased approach 
and immunize those at highest 
risk of getting COVID-19, as well 
as those most at risk of severe dis-
ease and complications if they be-
come infected. 

Those 65+ are eligible to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
now. Sherburne County has been 
holding vaccination clinics when 
the vaccine is received from the 
state. Staff has been successful in 
administering the vaccine within 
72 hours of receiving it from the 
state. The county has the capacity 
to deliver far more vaccine than 
it receives, but is limited by what 
the state allocates. 

How to get the Vaccine
Local public health is just one 

administrator of vaccine in Sher-
burne County. Clinics, hospitals 
(Fairview Northland) and phar-
macies are also giving vaccine 

shots. 
To receive information for 

getting COVID-19 vaccines in 
MN, individuals can:

1. Contact their medical pro-
vider;

2. Contact their pharmacy;
3. Use the Find My Vac-

cine website to search for other 
statewide vaccine sites. https://
mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/find-vac-
cine/locations/index.jsp

Those who live in Sherburne 
County can:

4. Add themselves to the 
COVID-19 interest form. Elec-
tronic version is preferred. This 
does require an email address. 
Those who do not have an email 
address could use the email ad-
dress of a friend or family mem-
ber. Visit https://survey123.
arcgis.com/share/5e2baad7c-
5504616b22afdb3b7f31632.

Paper forms are accepted at 
the Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center or can be mailed 
to Sherburne County Health & 
Human Services, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Suite 100 Elk 
River, MN 55330-4468

Filling out the form does not 
guarantee an appointment but will 
get the patient’s name on an inter-
est list for upcoming clinics.

5. New as of Feb. 18, the 
Minnesota COVID-19 Vaccine 
Connector is a tool that helps Min-

nesotans find out when, where, 
and how to get their COVID-19 
vaccine. When Minnesotans be-
come eligible, the Vaccine Con-
nector will:

• alert them of their eligibil-
ity;

• connect them to resources to 
schedule a vaccine appointment; 
and

• notify them if there are vac-
cine opportunities in their area. 
Go to https://vaccineconnector.
mn.gov/

Minnesotans unable to sign 
up online can have family or 
friends help them sign up online, 
or call 833-431-2053 for assis-
tance signing up over the phone.

Translation is available by 
phone in all languages. Minne-
sotans can call the translation 
hotlines at 833-431-2053 and 
651-318-0989 for assistance sign-
ing up over the phone.

Filling out the form does not 
guarantee an appointment but will 
get the patient’s name on an inter-
est list for upcoming clinics.

Frequently Asked 
Questions
Is it ok to be on all the inter-

est lists available in MN?
Yes, it is unclear who may 

have vaccine available first. If 
someone is contacted after hav-
ing already been vaccinated, they 
can just ask to be removed from 

the list.
If someone has signed up for 

the pre-registration list for the 
Community Vaccination Program 
should they sign up for the Vac-
cine Connector as well?

No, those registered through 
either the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Pilot Program or the COVID-19 
Community Vaccination Program 
do not need to resubmit their in-
formation.

Should educators or child 
care providers sign up for the 
Vaccine Connector?

Yes. All Minnesotans who 
have not yet been vaccinated 
should sign up to ensure they stay 
updated on vaccination oppor-
tunities in their area when they 
become available — including 
educators and child care provid-
ers.

Those who already com-
pleted the Minnesota COVID-19 
Vaccine – Education and Child 
Care survey do not need to com-
plete the Vaccine Connector form 
or re-submit their information. 
Educators, school staff, and child 
care workers will continue to hear 
from their local public health 
agency, employer, state-spon-
sored community vaccination 
site, or state vaccination partner 
about when and where they can 
get vaccinated.

Are those who sign up for 

the Vaccine Connector required 
to get vaccinated through the op-
tions sent to them?

No. Those who are eligible 
to get vaccinated do not have to 
wait for information from the 
Vaccine Connector before get-
ting the shot. If someone’s health 
care provider, pharmacy or local 
public health contacts them about 
making an appointment, or if they 
have another opportunity to get 
vaccinated, they can and should 
do that.

Vaccine Process in 
Sherburne County
Friday: Sherburne County 

Public Health gets notification of 
how much vaccine will be avail-
able next week and who it is in-
tended for.

Sat-Tue: Sherburne County 
Public Health gets emails out to 
interested 65+ group with instruc-
tions on how to schedule an appt 
online. The email is intended for 
the person the interest list, not to 
be shared with others.

Wed-Fri: Vaccine clinics at 
the determined locations. This is 
currently at the Sherburne County 
Government Center in Elk River.

Process will get repeated to 
schedule an appointment in 28 
days for the second dose.

Submitted Article

Both members of married cou-
ples who want to purchase a com-
bination angling or hunting license 
in person will need to be present at 
the sales location starting Feb. 18, 
when the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources will begin re-
quiring both spouses to provide and 
verify their own complete customer 
records on file to purchase a combi-
nation license.

“These changes will bring the 
DNR into compliance with state 
and federal laws that require col-
lecting this information for angling 
or hunting license sales,” said Steve 
Michaels, licensing program direc-
tor. “The information helps prevent 
licenses being sold to people with 
violations or unpaid fines.”

Customers will continue to 
pay the same price for combina-

tion licenses, which are discounted 
compared with purchasing two in-
dividual licenses.

When purchasing a combina-
tion license in person, both spouses 
must be present, and, if age 21 or 
older, also must provide their cur-
rent Minnesota driver’s licenses or 
identification cards. If both spouses 
are not present, the person present 
may purchase their part of the li-
cense and their spouse may obtain 
their license at a later date at no ad-
ditional charge.

If a spouse does not have a 
record on file with the DNR, that 
spouse can create one with their 
full name, birth date, social security 
number. If they are a Minnesota res-
ident age 21 or older, they also will 
need a current Minnesota driver’s 
license or current Minnesota identi-
fication card. They can create their 
record anywhere DNR licenses are 

sold, or call the DNR license center 
at 877-348-0498 or 651-297-1230 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. New resident customer 
records for people age 21 and over 
cannot be created online.

“Thank you to all our license 
purchasers for patience adjusting 
to these changes and for buying a 
license,” Michaels said. “Your li-
cense dollars pay for a great deal 
of DNR conservation work and 
leverage more federal funding that 
supports hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities and habitat work.”

The DNR offers the following 
married combination licenses:

• Angling, valid for fishing;
• Conservation angling, valid 

for half the possession limit, per 
spouse;

• Sports, valid for fishing for 
both spouses and small game hunt-
ing for one spouse;

• Super Sports, valid for fishing 
for both spouses, small game for 
one spouse, includes two state trout 
stamps, and waterfowl and pheas-
ant stamps for one spouse. It also 
offers the choice of a firearm, ar-
chery or muzzleloader deer license 
for one spouse;

• Family nonresident angling, 
valid for one or both parents and 
dependent children under age 16.

More information about pur-
chasing licenses, including license 
agent locations, is available on the 
DNR website (link is external). 
Questions about licenses can be 
directed to the DNR Information 
Center at 888-646-6367, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday-Friday and 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, or via email 
at info.dnr@state.mn.us.

DNR adjusts how married anglers/hunters buy combination licenses
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Editorials/Opinions

TO THE EDITOR:
Pro Trump - anti Biden letter writers 
were certainly vocal in the Patriot last 
week.  Critical thinkers would say to look 
at more than one side of an issue.  It’s in 
our best interest to hope that every presi-
dent is successful.. Filing for bankruptcy 
multiple times, stiffing contractors and 
scamming hopeful students with a third 
class university hardly defines a suc-
cessful businessman.  Both Trump and 
Biden used executive orders.  The vitriol 
from Republicans during Obama’s terms 
was terrible.  I have NO remorse about 
Joe Biden’s election, just gratitude for 
his experience, wisdom and kindness in 
truly returning America to greatness!  I 

have a suggestion for Ms. Lenk.  Sign up 
to become an election judge.  You will be 
surprised at how well run our elections 
are and how extremely unlikely it would 
be to “steal” an election.  I think Dr. 
Schultz is right about us suffering from 
an epidemic of HATRED-16.  When is it 
“good” to give huge tax cuts to the rich 
and “bad” to give help to those strug-
gling to survive?  Let’s all take a deep 
breath and sit down and read Matthew 
25 with particular attention to verses 35-
46.  It’s not what they/you say, it’s what 
they/you do.
Dr. Joyce LeClaire, PhD
Big Lake, MN

Pushing to empower locals,  remove 
Gov’s ability to close schools 

Friends and neighbors,
Local Control 
of Schools
Last week, the Sen-

ate passed SF 2, a bill that 
would end the governor’s 
authority to close schools 
or restrict student learning 
during a pandemic or any 
emergency.  

Minnesota is a very 
large state with very dif-
ferent populations and 
geography.  Local school 
boards and superintendents 
are highly qualified to know 
their districts and have 
ample resources including 
the Dept. of Health to ad-
vise them.  Currently, under 
the emergency powers the 
governor has the authority 
to make decisions for pub-
lic schools across the state. 
SF 2 would put the power 
back into the hands of local 
school districts and remove 
the governor’s power to de-
cide if or when schools can 
safely open and activities 
safely continue.

Research shows that 
children do not suffer from 
coronavirus the way older 
populations do and are not 
as contagious to others.  The 
harm to our kids is real and 
we need to allow kids to so-
cialize, have a safe and re-
liable place to go and have 
in person contact with their 
teachers. Distance learning 
has been incredibly hard on 
teachers, parents, and stu-
dents.  Local school boards 
and superintendents can 
do better than a confusing 
array of one-person central-
ized control.

Redemption Project
The Redemption Proj-

ect is working to reduce 
recidivism by connecting 
inmates with employment 
mentors while they are still 

incarcerated so the inmates 
can obtain meaningful em-
ployment upon release.  
Making a mistake or start-
ing out poorly should not 
be a life-long sentence. But 
re-entry into society after 
prison life is difficult.  So 
the Redemption Project 
has stepped in to bridge the 
transition in order to make 
it successful and long last-
ing. 

Prior to being tempo-
rarily put on pause due to 
COVID-19, the Redemp-
tion Project during the three 
years they have existed 
they have had 56 gradu-
ates and none of them have 
had any new charges. This 
program is successful, and 
I am eager to work along-
side them to expand their 
program statewide. The in-
mates made a mistake, but 
society benefits when they 
are helped to success.

Voter ID
In the finance commit-

tee on Tuesday, we heard 
SF 173 on Voter ID.  The 
US Supreme Court has al-
ready upheld the policy 
recognizing that who you 
are is relevant to the voting 
process and proving that 
with a Voter ID is reason-
able. 

The Court went on to 

say that deterring, detecting 
and preventing fraud is a 
just reason for the require-
ment and proving fraud is 
not necessary.  We use a 
Photo ID for very import-
ant transactions all the time, 
whether traveling, purchas-
ing items, to proving your 
age in a liquor store. Cer-
tainly gaining a ballot to 
cast your vote is of even 
greater value.  Showing ID 
is something we routinely 
do. 

When voting, you 
should have to prove who 
you are and that you are a 
citizen of the United States 
and a resident of Minnesota. 
The Court also stated that a 
free ID must be provided 
to those who cannot afford 
one and making the costs 
of documents necessary to 
prove identity should be 
covered by the state.

If passed, in the up-
coming elections if a voter 
has not yet taken the time to 
get a photo ID, they can cast 
a provisional ballot which 
gives the voter time after 
their ballot is cast to prove 
their identity before the bal-
lot is cast and counted. The 
bill already has great deal 
of money provided for pub-
licizing the information and 
facilitating the process. SF 
173 is on its way to the floor 
where it is expected to pass.

I remain committed 
to advocating for you and 
your family at the Capitol 
in any way I can. I am al-
ways available to talk and 
encourage you to reach 
out to my office with your 
questions, comments, and 
concerns. 

My phone number is 
651-295-5655 or you can 
email me at Sen.Mary.Kiff-
meyer@senate.mn.

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

Ending Governor’s Rule over Schools

This week, I am kick-
ing off my week in Wash-
ington with a telephone 
town hall to focus on edu-
cation and the reopening of 
schools. Our children have 
suffered for far too long 
during COVID, and it’s 
time we get them back to 
the classroom. 

I am committed to 
ensuring students return 
to their learning environ-
ments. 

The Biden Administra-
tion has set their goal for 
schools to partially reopen 
by April 30, 2021. How-
ever, the Administration 
has failed to provide a clear 
and coherent definition of 
what “reopening” actually 
means.  

Many of our kids have 
not had an opportunity to 
learn in the classroom since 
March of last year, and 
they’re in desperate need 
of a return to the learning 
environment that best suits 
them – in person, with their 
teachers and classmates.   

The science suggests it 
is safe to return now. The 
Director of the CDC an-
nounced at a White House 
press briefing that there is, 
“increasing data to suggest 
that schools can safely re-
open and that safe reopen-
ing does not suggest that 
teachers need to be vacci-
nated.”  

Following this an-
nouncement, I wrote to 
President Biden to urge 
him to follow the science 
and listen to his CDC Di-
rector. It’s time to reopen 
all schools, now.  

In addition to the tele-
phone town hall, I will also 
be introducing legislation 
to ensure veterans receive 
same-day physical and 
mental health care at all VA 
facilities. Stay tuned for 
more information on that! 

Financial 
Services Committee 
I serve on the House 

Financial Services Com-
mittee, where I advocate 
for Minnesotan’s access 
to economic opportunity. 
Minnesota’s Sixth Con-
gressional District consists 
of hundreds of banks and 
numerous credit unions 
that we all rely on. These 
institutions support nearly 
60,000 Minnesota jobs in 
finance-related fields. 

Early in my days in 
Congress I started a Fi-
nancial Services Advisory 
Council, made up of Min-
nesotans in the industry 
who could assist me in un-
derstanding the issues they 
face in serving their cus-
tomers. 

I conducted my first 
meeting of 2021 recently, 
and we discussed the new 
Congress, the upcoming fi-

nancial landscape, and the 
needs of our nation as we 
recover from COVID-19.

Last week, I also spoke 
at a House Financial Ser-
vices Committee hearing 
titled, “Game Stopped? 
Who Wins and Loses When 
Short Sellers, Social Media, 
and Retail Investors Col-
lide.” This hearing served 
as an opportunity to advo-
cate for the individual in-
vestors all across America 
who want to participate in 
the greatest financial mar-
kets in the world.

My work on the Finan-
cial Services Committee 
is centered around valuing 
the right of the individual 
to make decisions for them-
selves, especially regarding 
their financial goals. My 
work on this Committee is 
also focused on ensuring 
individuals have the auton-
omy to do what they want 
to do without having to rely 
on others, or their govern-
ment. Stay tuned with my 
work on financial services 
here.

Heart Month
As we close out Feb-

ruary, I wanted to take the 
time to remind everyone 
that February is American 
Heart Month, and it serves 
as a chance to learn about 
heart-healthy practices.  

Unfortunately, 30.3 
million Americans are cur-
rently living with heart dis-
ease. This is approximately 
12% of the adult popula-
tion.  

Nearly half of all 
Americans have at least one 
of the main risk factors for 
heart disease: high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, 
or are smokers.  

However, there are tan-
gible steps we can take to 
prevent heart disease: make 
healthy lifestyle changes! 
Get more exercise, do not 
smoke, and add more fiber 
to your diet. You can learn 
more about how to include 
heart-healthy practices in 
your routine here. 

If you’re interested in 
other ways you and your 
loved ones can be proactive 
about your heart health, I 
encourage you to explore 
the Million Hearts Cam-
paign. The Million Hearts 
initiative is a joint effort 

of the CDC and Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, aimed at prevent-
ing 1 million heart attacks 
and strokes by 2022.

Motorcoaches
Our nation’s mo-

torcoach industry serves 
many of us in times of 
crisis. They assist when 
weather-related events re-
quire immediate evacua-
tion. They assisted in the 
evacuation of cruise ship 
passengers when COVID-
19 hit. And most recently, 
motorcoaches brought 
National Guard troops to 
Washington, D.C. to pro-
tect the Capitol. 

The motorcoach indus-
try supports the transport of 
more than 600 million pas-
senger trips each year. After 
COVID hit, nearly 3,000 
companies completely shut 
down, leaving 36,000 ve-
hicles parked, and most of 
their 88,000 employees laid 
off.  

Motorcoach companies 
play a vital role in trans-
porting the public, pro-
viding transit to and from 
military deployments, sup-
porting rural communities, 
and connecting workers to 
their jobs.  

As our economy and 
our nation recover from 
COVID-19, we will need 
this industry once again. 
I spoke in support of an 
amendment to help and 
sustain the motorcoach 
industry during a Finan-
cial Services Committee 
markup on the Administra-
tion’s proposed COVID-19 
relief package.

Tax Information
As we all begin to file 

our taxes to meet the April 
15 deadline, my casework 
team has heard from many 
wondering if the economic 
impact payment, other-
wise known as a “stimulus 
check,” is considered tax-
able income. 

The IRS has an-
nounced that the payments 
are not included in your 
gross income. Therefore, 
you will not need to in-
clude the payments in your 
taxable income on your 
Federal income tax return. 
These payments will also 
not affect your income for 
purposes of determining el-
igibility for federal govern-
ment assistance or benefit 
programs. 

At this point, the IRS 
has said all first and second 
Economic Impact Payments 
have been sent to qualifying 
individuals. If you need to 
check the status of your 
payment, visit the Get My 
Payment tool. 

Visit the IRS Eco-
nomic Impact Payment In-
formation Center for more 
information. 

By Congressman
Tom Emmer
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The bison turned 
quickly, ready to charge. 
The two feet of snow didn’t 
slow its powerful hooves 
but rather kicked up a roost-
er-tail of shiny ice crystals 
into the cold winter air, 
highlighting the Bison’s ef-
forts. What was surprising 
was how quickly the pack 
of wolves turned around 
to evade the largest land 
mammal in North America 
that was now coming after 
them.

This natural “dance” 
went on for just about an 
hour. The wolves would 
press the herd of bison and 
when the bison had enough, 
they would turn and charge 
after the wolves. Each time 
the wolves spun around and 
retreated because 
they knew the 
bison were 
nearly 10 
t i m e s 
t h e i r 
s i z e 
a n d 
could 
easily 
k i l l 
t h e m 
with one 
kick from 
their power-
ful hooves.

This was the 
scene on my recent ex-
cursion into Yellowstone 
this winter. I had located a 
heard of bison high up on a 
mountain ridge. This alone 
is nothing unusual, but the 
stand off between the bison 
and the wolves was.

Moments before I ar-
rived one of the adult bison 
suddenly dropped over 
dead. Its lifeless body lay in 
the deep snow. The herd of 
over 50 Bison stood around 
their fallen herd member. It 
is hard to know what was 

going on in their 
heads, but it 

looked like 
they were 

trying to 
encour-
age the 
d e a d 
B i s o n 
to get 
u p . 

Several 
of  the 

herd would 
gently nudge 

the lifeless body. 
Others would put their 

muzzle in the fur of their 
fallen friend and sniff.

One thing was for 
sure, the members of the 
wolf pack wanted at the 
carcass and the Bison were 
not having any of it. By my 

count there were 17 wolves, 
most with black fur and 
just a few gray ones. The 
wolves would advance to 
see if they could push the 
herd and encourage them 
to move on. Just when the 
Bison started to move sev-
eral Bison would turn and 
chase the wolves, pushing 
them back.

A flood of thoughts 
were racing through my 
head such as, how inter-
esting that most of the 
wolves had dark or black 
fur. In other parts of the 
world, wolves are gray in 
color. Afterall, that’s why 
their official name is “Gray 
Wolf”. The black pel-
age (fur) of these wolves 
is fairly unique to North 
America and Yellowstone 
in particular.

I was also thinking 
about the relationship be-
tween wolves and Bison. 
Most wolf packs are not 
good enough to actually kill 
large animals like Bison. I 
had recently read a pub-
lished study that took place 
in Yellowstone that pointed 
out that wolves required at 
least 13 members to take 
down a single bison but 
then only if the pack was 
highly organized, had ex-
perience with killing Bison 
and could cooperate at an 
extraordinary high level. 
Even then they only are 
able to take the weak, sick 
or injured Bison.

I was thinking about 
how difficult the harsh win-
ter conditions can be on 

these animals. So much so 
that apparently this adult 
Bison dropped over dead in 
the snow. Which led me to 
think about how fortunate 
these wolves will be if they 
can get to the carcass.

 While my mind was 
racing through all of this bi-
ological information, about 
half of the herd of Bison 
started to wonder off and 
move down the ridge line. 
The Bison who were still 
engaged with the dead com-
rade and who were chasing 
off the wolves stayed.

I was able to capture 
some amazing video of the 
wolves advancing and then 
retreating with each turn of 
the herd. Black-billed Mag-

pies, a bird in the crow fam-
ily, fluttered in and landed 
on the dead bison. The other 
Bison did not seem to mind 
these scavengers advancing 
on their fallen friend.

Then the tide shifted 
and for some reason the 
Bison started to move away, 
and the wolves started to 
chase them. The Bison ran 
through the snow while the 
wolves chased them for 
about 50 yards before turn-
ing and headed back to the 
dead Bison.

Most of the pack gath-
ered around the carcass 
with their tails wagging 
and started to feed. A lucky 
break for the wolves in the 
dead of winter. The sun 

was setting, and the light 
drained from the mountain 
top. 

In the morning I re-
turned, just 12 hours later 
at first light to find nothing 
remained of the carcass, no 
bones, no fur, just blood-
stained snow. In nature, 
nothing goes to waste. Until 
next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study 
and capture images of wild-
life. He can be followed on 
Facebook.com, Twitter.com 
and Instagram. He can be 
contacted via his web page 
at www.naturesmart.com.

By Stan Tekiela, 
Naturalist
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SPRING HOME 
GUIDE coming
March 27, 2021!

• Builders/Contractors
• Real Estate 
• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Roofing 
• Water Care 
• Septic & Sewer 
• Plumbing 
• Lawn & Garden
• Home Furnishings 
• Carpeting 
• Painting/Decorating 
• Bankers & More!

This guide includes: 

ACTUAL SIZES

1/6, 1/8, 1/16

StatePoint

When it comes to sav-
ing money, it helps to cut 
out smaller expenses that 
add up over time – like 
frequent lunch dates, un-
used gym memberships or 
online subscriptions. But 
if you really want to make 
a dent in your budget, you 
need think bigger.

How big? Well, con-
sider that after a home, a 
car is the single most ex-
pensive thing many people 
will ever buy, and cars need 
insurance. And you need 
that insurance if, for exam-
ple, you injure someone in 
a crash or damage their car, 
or your own car is stolen or 
damaged in bad weather. 
Should such an incident 
occur, you’ll likely con-
sider it money well spent. 
But that doesn’t mean you 
should pay more for it than 
you need to.

Here are three ways 
to reduce car insurance 
expenses.

1. Purchase safe car 
models. The cost to insure 
a particular car depends on 
several factors, but one is 
safety. The auto industry 
and the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion test cars to determine 
their safety ratings, and in-
surance companies build on 
that information by review-
ing customer claims data to 
see how the vehicles per-
form over time in the real 
world. The result? Safer 
vehicles tend to be less ex-
pensive to insure.

2. Keep it clean. In-
surance companies use 
information about you to 
determine your likelihood 
of having a crash and fil-
ing a claim. One thing they 

consider is your driving 
history, because they have 
found that past performance 
can help predict what will 
happen in the future. If 
you’ve had speeding tick-
ets, accidents or other vio-
lations within the last few 
years, your auto insurance 
rate may be higher than if 
you have a clean driving 
record. Research has also 
shown a correlation be-
tween good credit and good 
driving. Certain credit in-
formation may predict fu-
ture insurance claims, so 
some insurance companies 
may use credit history to 
help determine the cost of 
car insurance.

3. Take advantage of 
discounts and special pro-
grams. Just about every 
insurance company offers 
discounts, so be sure to ask 
your insurance agent which 
ones apply to you. For ex-
ample, you may be able to 
get a multi-policy discount 
if you insure multiple cars, 
or a car and a home with 
the same company. And 
depending on what type of 
car you drive and its fea-
tures, (e.g. factory-installed 
airbags, anti-theft devices, 
anti-lock brakes) you may 
be eligible for discounts.

Also explore unique 
and out-of-the-box pro-
grams that can save you 
money. For example, Erie 
Insurance has a program 
for their customers called 
YourTurn that gives drivers 
rewards in the form of gift 
cards just for doing some-
thing many people already 
do – drive safely. Drivers 
just install an app on their 
phone that measures factors 
like speeding, hard braking 
and phone usage and pro-
vides scores and feedback 
to encourage better driving 
habits. Based on the score, 
they can earn rewards that 
they can redeem for gift 
cards or donate to charity. 
Besides the financial bene-
fit, the app has been shown 
to reduce risky driving be-
haviors, which can lead to 
safer roads for everyone, 
and ultimately lower insur-
ance costs. To learn more 
about the Erie Insurance 
YourTurn program, visit 
erieinsurance.com/blog/
your-turn.

When it comes to hav-
ing more money in your 
pocket, don’t overlook the 
bigger opportunities like 
getting the most value from 
your car insurance.

Want extra cash in your pocket? 
Try saving on car insurance

Valuable tidbits
StatePoint

The new normal and 
natural disasters are domi-
nating the headlines. At the 
same time, consumers have 
embraced socially distant ad-
venture travel. Whatever your 
reasons for wanting to be 
prepared, easy to carry, func-
tional gear will prepare you 
for what’s to come. Here’s 
how:

Secure Packing
Whether you’re back-

packing on your favorite trail 
or evacuating from a disaster 
zone, knowing your gear is 
protected from mishaps and 
extreme weather is important.

Keep organizational 
packing tools handy, such as 
Reusable Rubber Twist Gear 
Ties, that provide a versatile 
way to wrap and hang items. 
It may also be helpful to store 
a few Slidelock Aluminum 
S-Biners in your to-go bag to 
secure keys and water bottles.

When it comes to water-
proofing, gear should endure 
the harshest elements. That’s 
where options like the Cor-
Surf 25L Waterproof Dry 
Backpack come into play. 
It floats and features special 
pockets to protect electronic 
equipment. Finally, expand 
your travel possibilities with 
a bag designed to adhere to 
TSA’s Liquids Rule for car-
ry-ons, such as Nite Ize’s 
RunOff Waterproof 3-1-1 
Pouch. Its gusseted bottom 
keeps travel-sized toiletries 
organized while protecting 
against leaks.

Safe Water
Safe tap water is not a 

given on outdoor adventure 
trips or during natural disas-
ters when local water sources 
can become compromised.

Having a low-mainte-
nance, long-term means to 
filter water, whether shelter-
ing in place or on the road, 
gives you peace of mind. 
Ultralight and durable, the 
LifeStraw personal water fil-

ter straw lasts for up to 1,000 

gallons of water -- enough 
drinking water for an indi-
vidual for over five years, 
and protects against bacteria, 
parasites, microplastics, dirt, 
sand and cloudiness. Another 
good choice for personal use 
--and great for hikes -- is the 
LifeStraw Go Insulated Stain-
less Steel water filter bot-
tle, which not only protects 
against contaminants, but also 
keeps water cold for hours.

With family or friends? 
Look for water filtration de-
signed to accommodate many 
people, such as the LifeStraw 
Mission water purifier, which 
features a built-in backwash-
ing system and removes vi-
ruses, bacteria and parasites.

Illumination
Maintain visibil-

ity during power outages 
or when enjoying nature 
with battery-operated light 
sources.

A durable, tactical 
flashlight is a must. Try the 
INOVA T8R Powerswitch 
Rechargeable Dual Color 
LED Flashlight to preserve 
night vision while pitching a 
tent or looking for the circuit 
breaker. For a hands-free op-
tion, consider a lightweight 
headlamp with a recharge-
able battery. The Biolite 
HeadLamp 330 sits flush on 
the forehead and its mois-
ture-wicking fabric keeps the 
wearer cool and dry.

Finally, let tools pull 

double-duty. The Radiant 

314 Rechargeable Lantern 
will not only illuminate your 
home or campsite, its built-in 
power bank allows you to 
charge devices anywhere, 
handy for staying connected 
when it’s most vital.

Protection
From emergency uses 

(e.g. self-defense) to the mun-
dane (e.g. slicing fruit), you 
never know when you’ll need 
the utility of a pocket knife. 
Pack light with the Nite Ize 
Doohickey Key Chain Knife. 
Its 2-inch blade offers every-
day portability.

Insect bites can be a 
major health hazard and 
an unwanted factor during 
weekend getaways or emer-
gency scenarios. For nat-
urally-derived DEET-free 
solutions, pack Natrapel 
Lemon Eucalyptus insect re-
pellent. Individually-wrapped 
Natrapel Picaridin insect 
repellent wipes provide all-
day protection from ticks and 
mosquitoes.

A high-quality first aid 
kit is vital for any household 
and the Adventure Medical 
Kits Mountain Backpacker 
contains hospital-quality 
contents ideal for multi-day 
adventures.

Whether you love ad-
venture travel or just value 
emergency preparedness, 
great gear is essential.

Convenient, Functional Gear Prepares 
You for Adventures or Emergencies



Probates
STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 

DISTRICT COURT
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 
PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of LeRoy John An-
derson, Deceased.
Court File No. 71-pr-21-22
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF 
INTESTACY,
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
IN UNSUPERVISED ADMINIS-
TRATION AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS TO ALL INTER-
ESTED PERSONS AND CRED-
ITORS:
It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 25TH day of 
MARCH, 2021, at 3:50 a/p.m., a 
hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at Elk River, Min-
nesota, on petition of Jennifer 
McLaird for the adjudication of 
intestacy and determination of 
heirship of the above named dece-
dent, and for the appointment of 
Jennifer McLaird whose address is 
709 2nd Avenue South, Sauk Rap-
ids, Minnesota 56379, as personal 
representative of the estate of the 
above named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that any 
objections thereto must be filed 
with the Court. That, if proper, and 
no objections are filed, a personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate.
Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 2/5/2021 By
/s/ DeVilbissHendry, Gina 
(Sherburne Court Administration)
Court Administrator DEPUTY
Joseph S. Mayers
Attorney No. 0295747
KELM & REUTER, P.A.
1287 2nd Street North, Suite 101
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 251-1423
kelmreuter@kelmreuter.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/20/21; 02/27/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA DIS-
TRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Estate of: Court File 
No. 71-PR-20-156

Kevin Edward Glynn, Decedent 
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PRO-

BATE AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO CRED-

ITORS
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:
Notice is hereby given, that an ap-
plication for informal probate of 
the above named decedent’s estate 
has been filed with the Registrar 
herein, and the application has 
been granted informally probating 
without a will. Any objections may 
be filed in the above, and the same 
will be heard by the Court upon 
notice of hearing fixed for such 
purpose.
Notice is hereby further given that 
informal appointment of Bryan 
Glynn, 3634 226TH Av. NW, St. 
Francis, MN 55070 as personal 
representative of the estate of the 
above named decedent, has been 
made. Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be entitled 
to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or any object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative and the personal rep-
resentative is empowered to fully 
administer the estate including, 
after 30 days from the date of is-
suance of letters, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease or distribute real 
estate, unless objections thereto 
are filed with the Court (pursu-
ant to Section 524.3-607) and the 
Court otherwise orders.
Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the District 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this notice 
or said claims will be barred.
Dated: 02/12/21
/s/ Kuka, Patricia (Sherburne 
Court Administrator)
Probate Registrar
Scott A. Becker Esq., for
Benefits & Business Law Advi-
sors, PLLC
4660 Slater Road, Ste. 146
Eagan, MN 55122
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/20/21; 02/27/21)
__________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Estate of JAMES GEORGE 
GRAEN (A.K.A. JAMES G. 
GRAEN), Decedent
Court File No. 71-PR-21-19
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRSHIP, AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on 3/11/2021, at 3:50 p.m., a 
hearing will be held for the adju-
dication of intestacy and determi-
nation of heirship of the Decedent, 
and for the appointment of Jeffrey 
Allan Graen, whose address is 
16633 Saddle Horn Court, Eden 
Prairie, MN, 55347 as Personal 

Representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent in an unsupervised 
administration. Any objections to 
the petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate, including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.
Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.
BY THE COURT
Dated: 2/2/2021
/s/ DeVilbissHendry, Gina
Sherburne Court Administrator
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
George Byron Griffiths, Esq.
George Byron Griffiths Law, 
PLLC
5001 Chowen Ave S, 2nd Floor
Minneapolis, MN, 55410
Attorney License No: 0397481
Telephone: (612) 564-5054
Email: geordie@gbglawpllc.com
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21; 
03/06/21).
___________________________

State of Minnesota 
District Court

Sherburne County
Tenth Judicial Court

Court File Number: 71-CV-21-93 
Case Type: Harassment
Petitioner	 Rachel Marie Glime 
and OBO Minor
vs
Respondent Micheal Paul Cappi-
ello
Notice of Issuance of Harass-
ment Restraining Order by 
Publication
To Respondent:
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Harassment Restraining Order has 
been issued on February 3, 2021.
A hearing has not been scheduled. 
You may request a hearing on 
this matter by filing a Request for 
Hearing HAR301 with the Court 
within twenty (20) days of the date 
this Notice is published. You may 
get a copy of the HRO from the 
court administrator’s office at the 
following address:   	
13880 Business Center Drive NW, 
Elk River, MN
Failure to appear at a scheduled 
hearing or to get a copy of the Ha-
rassment Restraining Order will 
not be a defense to prosecution for 
violation of the Court’s order.
Date: February 18, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
/s/ Terri Anderson
Court Administrator / Deputy
Notice of Issuance of HRO by 
Publication
HAR703 State ENG Rev 12/19 
www.mncourts.gov/forms
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/27/21).
___________________________

State of Minnesota 
District Court

County Judicial District: Tenth
Sherburne Court File Number: 

71-CV-20-1321
Case Type: Harassment
Petitioner Lani Ann Rean and 
OBO Minor Children
vs.
Respondent Richard Vinje Rean
Notice of Issuance of Order De-
nying Petition for Ex Parte Ha-
rassment Restraining Order and 
Granting Hearing by Publication
To Respondent: RICHARD 
VINJE REAN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an 
Order Denying Petition for Ex 
Parte Harassment Restraining 
Order and Granting Hearing has 
been issued on December 29, 
2020.
A hearing is scheduled for the fol-
lowing date, time, and location:
Date: March 18, 2021
Time: 2:10 p.m.
Location: Sherburne County 
Courthouse
13880 Business Center Drive NW
Elk River, MN 55330 – HEARING 
WILL BE HELD REMOTELY
Failure to appear at a scheduled 
hearing or to get a copy of the Ha-
rassment Restraining Order will 
not be a defense to prosecution for 
violation of the Court’s order.
Date: February 19, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Terri Anderson
Court Administrator / Deputy
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/27/21).
___________________________

State of Minnesota 
District Court

Sherburne County Judicial 
District: 10th

Court File Number: 
71-JV-20-416

Case Type: Juvenile
Summons and Notice

Termination of Parental Rights 
Matter

In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Child(ren) of:
Rachel Renee Fairbanks
Daniel Kurt Vernier
NOTICE TO: Daniel Kurt Vernier, 
above-named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s).
1. A Termination of Parental 
Rights Petition has been filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of Juvenile 
Court located at 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota, alleging that parental rights 
of the above-named parent(s) or 
legal custodian(s) to the child(ren)
named in the petition should be 
permanently severed.

2. Notice is hereby given that 
the matter of said Termination 
of Parental Rights Petition will 
be called for hearing before the 
Juvenile Court located at 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River, 
Minnesota, on 4/27/2021 at 9:00 
am. This hearing shall be held 
REMOTELY. Contact Sherburne 
County Court Administration 
for appearance instruction at 
(763)765-4600.
3. YOU ARE ORDERED to ap-
pear remotely before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time and 
date.
4. You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.
5. If you fail to appear at the hear-
ing, the Court may still conduct 
the hearing and grant appropri-
ate relief, including permanently 
severing the parental rights of the 
above-named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) and taking permanent 
custody of the child/ren named in 
the Petition.
WITNESS, the Honorable Mary 
Yunker,
Judge of District Court
BY:
Pat Kuka
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21; 
03/06/21; 03/13/21).
___________________________
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Township Notices
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of the Town of Orrock, 
County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, the Annual Town Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:00 PM at the Orrock Town 
Hall, 26401 – 180th St. NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 and online via 
Webex. In case of severe weather, which warrants the closing of 
schools in Big Lake, the meeting may be postponed until Tuesday, 
March 16, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
/s/ Chris Weber
Orrock Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 2/20/2021 and 2/27/2021)

PUBLIC NOTICE
CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP

ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 9, 2021

Notice is hereby given to the qualified votes of Clearwater Town-
ship, county of Wright, State of Minnesota that the Annual Meeting 
for the Clearwater Township will be held on March 9, 2021 at 7:30 
p.m. at the town hall located at 15015 State Hwy 24, Clearwater 
MN or online via Zoom. Zoom notice to be on township website one 
week prior to meeting (clearwatertownship.org) In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting will be held on March 16, 2021.
The town board of supervisors intends to ask the township electors 
to recess the meeting until a later day, so that the township can try 
to conduct the annual meeting fully in-person later this year, when 
conditions related to COVID-19 may have improved.
/s/ Jean M Just, Clerk
Clearwater Township
(Published in the Patriot: 02/20/21; 02/27/21).

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION 
FOR A FRANCHISE

Clearwater Township, Minnesota
Clearwater Township, Minnesota requests applications for Franchise 
rights to provide Cable Service and construct, reconstruct, operate 
and maintain a Cable Communications System in the Rights-of-
Way in the Town. The closing date for submission of applications 
is March 1, 2021.  
Applications shall be submitted in writing to the Town Clerk at 
the address listed below. There is no application fee. The Franchi-
see shall be required to provide, free of charge, a drop, outlet and 
monthly basic Cable Service to the Town Hall, provided the Town 
Hall is within 150 feet of the Franchisee’s cable system.
All Franchisees shall obtain the appropriate permit or other required 
authorization as provided in the Town Right-of-Way Ordinance prior 
to any construction or work in or on the Right-of-Way, including 
construction of poles, conduits, amplifier boxes, similar structures, 
or other wire-holding structures. All Cable System facilities to-be 
located in the Right-of-Way shall be subject to Town approval with 
regard to location, height, type and other considerations. 
All applications shall be evaluated based upon the capacity of the 
applicant to construct, operate and maintain a cable system that com-
plies with 47 U.S.C. Subchapter V-A and Minn. Stat. Chapter 238. 
All applications must contain, at minimum, the information required 
by Minn. Stat. 238.081 Subd. 4. 
The hearing on all timely submitted applications shall occur on 
March 1, 2021 at 8:00 o’clock p.m. at the Clearwater Township 
Hall, 15015 State Highway 24, Clearwater, MN, 55320. For further 
information, contact: Jean Just, Town Clerk, 15015 State Highway 
24, Clearwater, MN, 55320. (320)558-4011.
(Published in the Patriot: 02/20/21; 02/27/21)

Juvenile Cases

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
ELECTION AND MEETING

BECKER TOWNSHIP
The Citizens of the Town-

ship of Becker, County of Sher-
burne, State of Minnesota, who 
are qualified to vote at General 
Elections, are hereby notified 
that the Annual Township Elec-
tion and Meeting for said Town-
ship will be held at BECKER 
AMERICAN LEGION, 12155 
Hancock St., Becker, MN on 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, for the 
following purposes: 

• To elect Supervisor Seat 
#4 for the term of three years.

• To elect Supervisor Seat 
#5 for the term of three years.

Election hours will be 10:00 
am to 8:00 pm on said day.  At 
the time of this notice, face 
masks are required and social 
distancing protocols will be fol-
lowed.  

The Township office will 
be open on Saturday, March 6, 
2021 from 10:00 to Noon for 
absentee voting and Accuracy 
Testing.  Accuracy testing to 
occur at 11:00 am.  

The Annual Meeting will 
begin at 8:01 p.m. after the polls 
close to do any other business 
proper to be done at said meet-
ing.

The Board of Canvass shall 
convene after the Annual Meet-
ing.

In the event of inclement 
weather the Annual Election and 
Meeting will be held on Tues-
day, March 23, 2021.

/s/Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 

02/20/21; 02/27/21).

Lynden Township
Stearns County, State of Minnesota

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Lynden Township, 
County of Stearns, State of Minnesota, the annual election of town 
officers and the annual meeting will be held Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 
at the Lynden Township Town Hall, 21367 Co. Rd. 44,
Clearwater, MN 55320. In the case of inclement weather, the meeting 
and election may be postponed until the third Tuesday, March 16, 
2021.
The election poll hours will be from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (per Reso-
lution 2014-02) at which time the voters will elect One (1) Supervisor 
for a three term; and One (1) treasurer for a two year term.
The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:00 p.m. to conduct all nec-
essary business as prescribed by law.
NOTE: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the in-person meeting capac-
ity (at time of print) will be limited to 40 residents and seven elected 
officials and staff. The meeting will also be streamed live but will not 
be interactive, so only residents attending in person will be
able to vote.
The Board of Canvass will meet on March 10, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. to 
certify the official election results.
/s/ Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/20/21; 02/27/21).

Restraining Orders

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

PALMER TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR
Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Palmer Township, 
County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, that the Annual Election 
of Town Officers and Annual Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021. In case of inclement weather, the meeting and election 
may be postponed until the third Tuesday in March.
The Election Poll hours will be open from 10:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
March 9, 2021 at which time the voters will elect:
One Supervisor to fill the office for a three-year term currently 
being held by Steve Demeules.
The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:05 P.M., to conduct all nec-
essary business prescribed by law.
The annual election and meeting will be held at the following loca-
tion:

Palmer Township Hall
4180 – 105th Avenue

Clear Lake, MN 55319
The Board of Canvass will meet following the Annual Meeting.
/s/ Kelly McCann
Palmer Township Clerk
February 17, 2021
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21; 03/06/21).

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Clear Lake Township shall 
perform a public accuracy test of the ballot scanning and tabulation 
machine to be used in the township’s March 9th, 2021 Annual Elec-
tion. The test shall be conducted at the Clear Lake Township Hall 
located at 7938 116th St. SE, Clear Lake, MN on Thursday, March 4, 
2021 at 10:00 AM. The Clear Lake Township Hall will be open Satur-
day, March 6, 2021 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM for absentee voting.

/s/ Gary Anderson, Clear Lake Township Deputy Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21).

BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of the Town of Big 
Lake, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota; 

The Annual Town Meeting will commence at 6:00PM on Tues-
day, March 09, 2021. The meeting will be held at the Big Lake Town-
ship town hall – 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake, MN 55309 (Big 
Lake Township’s Lions Park).

The purpose of the meeting is for the electorate to set 2022 Big 
Lake Township tax levies and conduct all necessary business pre-
scribed by law.

In case of severe weather, the Annual Meeting may be postponed 
until Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 6:00PM.

/s/ Brenda Kimberly-Maas
Town of Big Lake, Clerk

(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21).

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

AND BOARD OF CANVAS
Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Clear Lake 

Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, that the Annual 
Election of Town Officers and Annual Town Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 9th, 2021 at the Clear Lake Township Hall at: 7938 
116th St. SE, Clear Lake, MN. In case of inclement weather, the elec-
tion and meeting may be postponed until Tuesday, March 16th, 2021.

The election polls will be open on Tuesday, March 9th from 10:00 
am to 8:00 pm at which time the voters will elect:

Supervisor B (3-year term), and,
Supervisor C (Special Election for a 1-year term,).
The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:05 pm to conduct all 

necessary business as required by law.
The Board of Canvas Meeting will be meeting March 9th, 2021 

at Clear Lake Town Hall at: 7938 116th St. SE, Clear Lake, MN Fol-
lowing the Annual Meeting.

The township board of supervisors may, at its discretion, decide to 
hold the annual meeting either in-person, or, through a teleconferenc-
ing format (or by other electronic means), or the combination of both 
methods. Please refer to our website at https://www.clearlaketownship.
org on the Home webpage, under the Notice section, for up-to-date 
information on the Annual Meeting.

/s/ Peggy Berger
Clear Lake Township Clerk

(Published in the Patriot: 02/28/21; 03/06/21).

NOTICE OF
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

2021 BITUMINOUS OVERLAYS
TOWN OF BIG LAKE, 

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
The Supervisors of the Town of Big Lake will receive sealed bids at 
the Town Hall of Town of Big Lake, 21960 County Road 5, PO Box 
75, Big Lake, MN 55309, until 10:00 A.M. on March 23rd, 2021 for:
Estimated Quantities
Bituminous Wear Course (SPWEA240B) 10,037 TN
Common Topsoil Borrow 2,643 CY
and other necessary Appurtenances,
according to plans and specifications as prepared by Bogart, Peder-
son &amp; Associates, Inc., 13076 First Street, Becker, MN 55308.
Copies of the plans and specifications can be obtained at Bogart, 
Pederson &amp; Associates, Inc., 13076 First Street, Becker, MN 
55308 or by contacting wdavis@bogart-pederson.com.
All bids shall be accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier’s check, bid 
bond, or certified check payable to the order of Town of Big Lake for 
not less than five percent (5%) of the amount bid.
Bids shall be addressed to the Township Clerk, securely sealed, and 
endorsed upon the outside wrapper with a brief statement or sum-
mary as to work, equipment, or materials for which the bid is made.
The Township Supervisors reserve the right to reject all bids or any 
alternatives; to hold bids for sixty (60) days; to accept any bid which, 
in the opinion of the Township Supervisors, serves the best interest of 
the Townships; and to waive any minor irregularities.
The bids will be opened by the Engineer at 10:00 A.M. on March 23 
rd , 2021 at the Town Hall of Big Lake.
The bids will be considered by the Township Supervisors at the Town 
Hall at 6:00 P.M. on March 24 th , 2021 for Town of Big Lake.
/s/ Brenda Kimberly-Maas
Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21).
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Other Notices

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CP 071-607-020: CSAH 7 – From US Hwy 10 to 1900’ east of 40th Ave
CP 071-643-020: CR 43 – From Bridge # 71515 to 

CSAH 15
CP 071-655-019: CR 55 – From US Hwy 10 to CSAH 6

BECKER TWP: Various Becker Twp Roads
CLEAR LAKE TWP: Various Clear Lake Township Roads

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
Notice is hereby given that SEALDED Bid Proposal Packages will be re-

ceived by the Sherburne County Engineer at the office of the undersigned until 
1:00 p.m. on the 18th day of March 2021.

The Major Quantities of Work are:
95,359 SY Remove Bituminous Pavement
146,627 SY Full Depth Reclamation
131,084 SY Mill Bituminous Surface
231 LF 6x4 Box Culvert; 18’ & 42’ CP Pipe Culvert
18,310 TONS Aggregate Base and Shouldering
55,907 TON SP 9.5 & 12.5 Wearing Course Mixture
3,640 CY Select Granular Borrow
145,882 LF Pavement Markings
Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Public Works Office, 

located at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330 until 1:00 p.m., March 18th, 2021.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the County Engineer after the 
hour set for receiving bids at the Sherburne County Government Center, Public 
Works Conference Room; 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 
55330. Due to the COVID-19 Order 20-99, this will be a public online bid 
opening with no in person attendance by bidders. Information for accessing 
the bid opening will be provided with the bid proposal package.

Plans and specifications may be examined at the office of the Sherburne 
County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River 
MN 55330., or at http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php and 
follow the Construction Projects & Bids (eGram) link. A user ID and password 
is required to download the Plans and Specifications. Contact Public Works at 
763-765-3300 to obtain.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is $50.00 

with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
TO SUBMIT A BID – A Bid Proposal Package must be purchased. The 

cost to obtain the Bid Proposal Package is $10.00. Requests are made to the 
Sherburne County Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River 
MN 55330.

Requests must be accompanied by check, draft, or money order, payable to 
the Sherburne County Public Works. Bids must be accompanied by a Certified 
Check or Bidder’s Bond made payable to the Sherburne County Treasurer as a 
proposal guarantee for at least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the Certified Check 
or the Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the scheduled closing time for the 
receipt of bids.

The County Board will consider award of the contract at the April 6, 2021 
County Board Meeting contingent upon County Engineer & County Attorney 
review. It is the County’s intent to begin construction the first part of July 2021 
and completed by end of August 2021.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
informalities.

Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 16th day of February 2021.
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota
PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as http://www.co.sher-

burne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publication of bids, requests for 
information, and requests for proposals will be done on the official website as an 
alternative means to disseminate solicitations of transportation construction and 
maintenance projects.

Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21; 02/27/21; 03/06/21).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will meet at 6:00 P.M. 
March 11, 2021 at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider the following 
applications. A hearing will not begin before the time set.
In response to COVID-19, we will continue to practice social dis-
tancing at our Board of Adjustment Meeting. The board room will 
be set up with 6’ between chairs for our board members, applicants 
and residents that wish to comment. Masks are required to be worn 
at all times in the building. Depending on the amount of people in 
attendance you may be asked to wait in the hall outside the room until 
your particular hearing. Thank you for your understanding during 
this time. The meeting will be broadcast live at: https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCfnnf5HDkSc48MnVx5_jK-g
Public comments may be submitted in writing in one of the following 
manners:
1. You may submit written testimony by emailing Addison March at
Addison.March@co.sherburne.mn.us by 10:00 a.m. March 11, 2021.
2. You may submit written testimony to the Sherburne County Plan-
ning & Zoning Office, Attn: Addison March, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, Mn 55330, and the Planning & Zoning Office must 
receive those comments by March 11, 2021.
3. If you wish to make a virtual comment during the public hearing, 
please call the Planning & Zoning Office at 763-765-4450 by 9:00 
a.m. on March 10, 2021 for WebEx meeting information.
A copy of the staff report can be viewed approximately one week 
prior to the meeting at: https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/agendacen-
ter. If you have any further questions, please contact our office at 
763-765-4450.
JOHN D. REBER: Requesting a 5’ variance in setback from Lake 
Julia to construct an addition and garage. Required setback from a 
Recreational Development Lake is 100’. Address: 12033 42nd St SE, 
Clear Lake, Mn Legal: Lake Julia Parkway Lot 1, Block 1 & Lake Julia 
Beach Lot 1 Sec 23, Twp 35, Rge 29 .44 Acres Agricultural District and 
within the Recreational Development Lakeshore District of Lake Julia.
TOM SWANSON: Requesting a 77’ variance in setback from the 
OHWL of the Mississippi River for a detached garage. Required set-
back from the Mississippi Scenic River is 150’. Address: 6036 16th Ave 
SE, St Cloud, Mn Legal: River Haven Lot 3, Block 2 & That pt of Lot 
4, Described as follows . . . (full legal on file) Sec 31, Twp 35, Rge 30 
1.06 Acres Scenic River District and within the Scenic River District 
of the Mississippi.

TOM SWANSON: Requesting a 30’ variance in setback from a bluff 
for a detached garage. Required setback from the bluff is 30’. Address: 
6036 16th Ave SE, St Cloud, Mn Legal: River Haven Lot 3, Block 2 
and That pt of Lot 4, Described as follows . . . (full legal on file) Sec 31, 
Twp 35, Rge 30 1.06 Acres Scenic River District and within the Scenic 
River District of the Mississippi.
BRENDA SPRINGER: Requesting a 35’ variance in setback from the 
centerline of County Road #1 for a new house with attached garage. Re-
quired setback from the centerline of County Road #1 is 130’. Address: 
28200 144th St NW, Zimmerman, Mn Legal: Pt of Govt Lot 2 Lying 
West of County Aid Road . . . (full legal on file) Sec 36, Twp 35, Rge 27 
.70 Acres General Rural District and within the General Development 
Lakeshore District of Little Elk Lake.
MLMJR PROPERTIES & INVESTMENTS: Requesting a 4’ vari-
ance in setback from the side property line for an addition onto the 
second story of the garage. Required setback from the side property 
line is 10’. Address: 11347 42nd St SE, Clear Lake, Mn Legal: Myohn 
Oaks Lot 8, Block 1 & That pt of Govt Lot 2 lying . . . (full legal on file) 
Sec 22, Twp 35, Rge 29 .24 Acres Agricultural District and within the 
Recreational Development Lakeshore District of Lake Julia.
MLMJR PROPERTIES & INVESTMENTS: Requesting a 41’ vari-
ance in setback from the right of way of 42nd St SE for an addition onto 
the second story of garage. Required setback from the right of way is 
67’. Address: 11347 42nd St SE, Clear Lake, Mn Legal: Myohn Oaks 
Lot 8, Block 1 & That pt of Govt Lot 2 lying . . . (full legal on file) 
Sec 22, Twp 35, Rge 29 .24 Acres Agricultural District and within the 
Recreational Development Lakeshore District of Lake Julia.
MLMJR PROPERTIES & INVESTMENTS: Requesting a variance 
to the Shoreland Ordinance Section 14, Subdivision 5.5B1 which states 
“Impervious surface coverage of lots must not exceed 25 percent of the 
lot (For Example: driveways, structures, sidewalks, and patios) area”.
Address: 11347 42nd St SE, Clear Lake, Mn Legal: Myohn Oaks Lot 
8, Block 1 & That pt of Govt Lot 2 lying . . . (full legal on file) Sec 22, 
Twp 35, Rge 29 .24 Acres Agricultural District and within the Recre-
ational Development Lakeshore District of Lake Julia.
The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, in op-
position to or support of the request. The hearing of this request is not 
limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you know of 
any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason has not 
received a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform them of 
this hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21).

Obituaries
Memorial Services will 

be 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2021 at South San-
tiago Lutheran 
Church, Santi-
ago Township 
for Carol M. 
Michaletz, age 
81, who passed 
Wednesday at 
her daughter’s 
home in Big 
Lake. Pastor 
Daryl Thul will 
officiate and 
burial will be in the church 
cemetery at a later date. Vis-
itation will be one hour prior 
to the services at the church. 
Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Williams Dingmann 
Family Funeral Home, Becker.

Carol was born Febru-
ary 12, 1940 in Robbinsdale 
to Mildred (Newman) Hille. 
She married Curtis Michaletz 
on June 28, 1958 in Robbin-
sdale. They raised their chil-
dren in New Hope and moved 
to Clear Lake in 1976. Carol 
was a homemaker and also the 
secretary at South Santiago 
Lutheran Church. She was an 
active member of South San-
tiago Lutheran Church where 

she was involved with the 
Women’s Guild and Quilting 
Group. Carol enjoyed baking 

cookies espe-
cially chocolate 
chip, sewing, 
reading, camp-
ing with family, 
time at the lake 
in Aitkin, and 
spending time 
with her grand-
children. She 
loved taking 
a trip with her 

daughters every September. 
Carol was a sweet, kind, easy-
going woman with a strong 
faith.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Cindi (Jim) Scamfer of 
St. Paul, Shele (Tony) Skelton 
of Big Lake and Steve (Becky) 
Michaletz of Aitkin; brother, 
Bob (Pam) Hille of Sioux 
Falls, SD; and seven grand-
children. Carol was preceded 
in death by her parents; hus-
band, Curt on March 17, 2014; 
and brother, Chuck.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Carol M. Michaletz, 81
Becker

February 12, 1940 – February 17, 2021
Diane M. Iten, age 67, 

passed away Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 10th, 2021 at her home 
in rural Remer, 
MN.

Diane was 
born in Palmer 
Township near 
Clear Lake, 
MN on June 
17th, 1953, to 
Delroy and Ve-
ronica (Kampa) 
Chmielewski. 
She graduated 
from Tech High School in St. 
Cloud, MN. Diane married 
Peter Iten in 1971 and together 
they raised four children. 
Diane spent most of her career 
in accounting working side-
by-side with Pete. 

Diane is preceded in death 
by her parents; and siblings 
Dean Chmielewski, Denise 
Hansmeier, and Donna Roe-
like. 

Diane is survived by her 
loving husband of 49 years; 
twin sister Debbie (Glenn) 
Gohman; daughter Tanya 
(Charlie) Crawford; son Peter 
(Jessica) Iten Jr.; son Alan 

Iten; son Aaron (Miranda) 
Iten; nine grandchildren; and 
many nieces, nephews, and 

other friends 
and family. 

Diane en-
joyed garden-
ing, hunting, 
fishing, water 
skiing, travel-
ing, going on 
long walks with 
Pete and spend-
ing time with 
her family and 

friends, including concerts by 
her grandaughters’ band “The 
Little Bitty Farm Girls.” She 
was an avid member of The 
Church of God - PKG. She 
will be missed for her incred-
ible kindness, determination, 
compassion, and commitment 
to her family and God. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, March 14, 
2021, from 3:00 to 8:00pm, at 
Jack & Jim’s Event Center in 
Duelm, Minnesota.

Arrangements are being 
provided by Whispering Pines 
Funeral & Cremation Service, 
serving northern Minnesota.

Diane M. Iten, 67
Remer

June 17, 1953 – February 10, 2021

Notice of Vehicle Impound: 
2013 Suzuki GSX-R 600 Blue/White in color current plate is not reg-
istered to the vehicle VIN #JS1GN7FA2D2102624 total fees owed 
are $2500.18 owner must provide proof of ownership. 1996 Chev-
rolet Corvette Blue in color no plates VIN #1G1YY22P2T5110744 
owner must provide proof of ownership total fees owed are $2560.10. 
1989 Ski-Doo MX no registration Serial #374200393 owner must 
provide proof of ownership total fees owed are $2575.00. 1995 Po-
laris Magnum 425 no registration Serial #2285370 owner must pro-
vide proof of ownership total fees owed $2500.00. Prices are subject 
to daily storage fees of $50 per day. Vehicles may be reclaimed be-
tween the hours of 8-5 M-F and weekends Saturday 12pm-3pm and 
Sunday 10am til Noon. BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. The amount 
may not include total charges on the vehicle.  In order to reclaim 
this vehicle, you must provide payment in full of all towing, storage, 
and associated charges. You must provide positive identification, and 
proof of ownership of the vehicle. Payment must be in the form of 
cash or certified check. Vehicles not reclaimed within 45 days of 
the date towed are subject to disposal in accordance with state law.  
You can contact Bob’s Towing at 763-262-8697 between the hours 
listed above.
(Published in the Patriot: 02/27/21)

Big Lake Police Department Activity Report
Week of Feb. 15-21

Call for Service Summary:
Total Calls for Service for Week: 247
2020 Calls for Service: 1,632
Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 78
Citations: 19
Arrests: 7
Medical Emergency Calls: 8
Mental Health Holds: 1
Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 4
Big Lake Police Arrests:
Dominic Bratcher – (Age 26 – Zimmerman, MN) – 5 th Degree Con-
trolled Substance
Loretta Kramer – (Age 42 – Akeley, MN) – Felony 5th Degree Con-
trolled Substance, DWI (controlled substance)
Tyler Bjelland – (Age 20 – Sartell, MN) – 5 th Degree Controlled Sub-
stance
Edward Johnson – (Age 57 – Minneapolis, MN) – GM 3rd Degree DWI
Nicholas Larson – (Age 39 – Arden Hills, MN) – Misdemanor 4th De-
gree DWI
Mallory Howe – (Age 19 – St. Cloud, MN) – 5 th Degree Controlled 
Substance
Julie Uhrhammer – (Age 54 – La Pointe, WI) – GM 3rd Degree DWI
Sunday, February 21, 2021
Hwy 10/165 th Ave - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for 
a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, driver issued summons 
for Marijuana Possession.
Hwy 10/CR 15 – DWI/Narcotics - Driver stopped for a traffic violation 
and suspected to be under the influence of a controlled substance. Meth-
amphetamine located in the vehicle. Driver was arrested.
Hwy 10/Jefferson Blvd - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for 
traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
Lake St/Shore Acres Dr - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehi-
cle for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, driver issued 
summons for Marijuana Possession.
Saturday, February 20, 2021
Lake St/Monroe - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic 
violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
100 blk Mount Curve Ave - Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a 
verbal domestic altercation.
Hwy 25/Harrison Dr - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle 
for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, driver issued sum-
mons for Marijuana Possession.
13800 blk Hwy 10, ER – Agency Assist – Big Lake K9 requested for 
a sniff of a vehicle. Bruno alerted on the vehicle; search of the vehicle 
revealed methamphetamine in the direct area of Bruno’s alert.
Hwy 10/Eagle Lake Rd – Agency Assist – Personal injury accident, 
assisted Minnesota State Patrol with traffic, minor injuries, no parties 
transported.
Friday, February 19, 2021
Eagle Lake Rd/Washington Ave - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer 
stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession.
50 blk CR 43 - DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic violation and found 
to be under the influence of alcohol. Arrested and booked into jail, see 
bookings for charges.
Lake St/Monroe St - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for 
a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, driver issued summons 
for Marijuana Possession.

300 blk Lake St S - Domestic Disturbance – Report of a domestic situa-
tion that occurred earlier. Investigation ongong.
Thursday, February 18, 2021
100 blk Lake St - Assault - Report of an assault having occurred, inves-
tigation ongoing.
1000 blk Eagle Lake Rd - Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a 
verbal domestic altercation.
300b blk Lake St - Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal 
domestic altercation.
40 blk Lake St - Property Damage - Report of damage done to a vehicle’s 
taillight.
Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Hwy 10/CR 81 - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic 
violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
Tuesday, February 16, 2021
Rose Dr/CR 43 - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic 
violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
Hwy 10/165 th Ave - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for 
traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
Monday, February 15, 2021
Lake St/Hwy 10 - DWI - Driver reported to be impaired, found to be 
under the influence of alcohol, arrested and booked into jail, see bookings 
for charges.
500 blk Humboldt Dr - Property Damage - Report of damage done to 
vehicle.
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Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Stop in for best prices on 
seedcorn, Enlist soybeans & 
seed oats-early pay discounts    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith
THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals

Announcements
INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU INVEST! 
Midwest Free Community Paper Associ-
ation does not knowingly accept fraudu-
lent or deceptive advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all 
classifieds and other ads which require an 
investment. (MCN)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 

and 3 months free premium movie chan-
nels! Free next day installation! Call 855-
824-1258. (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-399-9295 
(MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus taxes 
for 12months. Premium Channels at No 
Charge for One Year! Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt 
(TV price higher in 2nd year.) Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra & ap-
plies. Call IVS 1-866-387-0621. (MCN)

4G LTE Home Internet Now Available! 
Get GotW3 with lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844-897-8159. 
(MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-

tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $49.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-866-306-9928 (MCN) 

Income Opportunites
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

Become a published author! Publications 
sold at all major secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

Miscelleanous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
ON US with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 1-844-
290-8275. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (MCN)

October 31, 2020
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Salon

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent avail-
able immediately at 
Pineview Apartments. 
Clean, quiet & well main-
tained. $595/month, 
includes water, heat, 
garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

HAY (GRASS & CLOVER 
MIX). Large small squares. 
No rain. Can Deliver. 320-248-
1107.

For Sale

SNOW IS COMING! Get your 
snowblowers ready. Call Perry 
to schedule inspection and re-
pair. We service most brands. 
Trueman Welters, 1600 Hwy 
55, Buffalo. 763-682-2200.
________________________

Snow Blowers

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Greeter at the Sherburne Government Center
Volunteers are needed to help greet individuals coming into the 
Sherburne Government Center.  This is a great way to help your 
local government by answering phone calls, directing patrons on 
where to go, and being the first point of contact for those in the com-
munity.  This position is safely behind a partition and is the perfect 
opportunity to safely meet others that reside in your community.  
Good fit for those interested in your local government!
Senior Friendship Circle Leader with RSVP
Senior Friendship Circles are small groups of 3 members and one 
Leader that meet via telephone calls on a weekly basis.  For just 
one hour a week, you can help combat loneliness of 3 others in your 
community.  One participant has even stated their group is one of the 
best things that have ever happened to them.  A simple weekly phone 
chat can help others in a big way! 
Driver with Great River Faith in Action
Especially now, people in the community struggle to get to and from 
medical and social services appointments.  This is a great opportu-
nity to help in driving individuals who just need a little help getting 
where they need to go.  If you have a car and the time, this flexible 
position is perfect for you.  
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

March - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Game Time

   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

The Becker Area Senior Center will soon be relocating to 
the Becker Community Center. We will be opening under 
COVID-19 regulations. Watch this Patriot column or 
www.beckercommunitycenter.com for more information 
and EXACT OPENING DATE.
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Feb. 28, 2021:
•	 National Floral Design Day
Mon. - Mar.1, 2021:
•	 World Prayer Day
•	 World Compliment Day
•	 Peace Corps Day
•	 National Horse Protection Day
Tues. - Mar. 2, 2021:
•	 Read Across America Day
Wed. - Mar. 3, 2021:
•	 World Hearing Day
•	 World Birth Defects Day
•	 National Athem Day
Thurs. - Mar. 4, 2021:
•	 National Hospitalist Day
•	 International HPV awareness Day
•	 National Grammar Day
Fri. - Mar. 5 2021:
•	 Dress in Blue Day
•	 Boston Massacre Aniversary
•	 Moon Phase: Last Quarter
Sat. - Mar. 6, 2021:
•	 World Lymphedema Day

LOOKING TO 
PURCHASE existing 
church building in the 
Becker, Clearwater or 

Clear Lake area. Please 
call Fred 320-894-7089.

Wanted

Announcements

Apartments

Clearview 
Apartments

Senior / Disabled 
Affordable Housing

Available immediately

Call Lisa
320-733-2727

Equal Housing Opportunity

Heat, Water & Trash Incl., 
Laundry, Car Plug-Ins, 

Community Room

Painting
JIM’S PAINTING, BEKCER 
Interior painting and wallpa-
pering. Affordable rates. FREE 
estimates. Call Jim Aleckson 
763-261-2336
________________________

 

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic GED

                                     Week of February 28, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 230+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

HELP WANTED

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

HUNTINGEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/
HEALTH/D.A.P.E TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. View full job 
description at: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

.5 SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER/
.5 SPECIAL EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR 
New London-Spicer Schools. View full job 
description at: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

FT DELIVERY DRIVER 
needed at Perkins Lumber, Spicer. 
Class A CDL preferred but not neces-
sary. Health/Dental/401K/Flex/HSA. 
Details: Call Shawn at 320/796-2105

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

GUARANTEED BUFFALO HUNTS
in the southern Black Hills of 
South Dakota. Buff alo hunts: cows 
$1850, bulls starting at $3000. 
605/391-4646 nvrbuff alo@gmail.com 

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com 

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

Adult Basic Ed
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Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets the 

second Tues. of every month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value & paper 
& cardboard recyclables to 
the dumpsters near the same 
location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 
9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under 
Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am & 

Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food shelf 
is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. 763-261-
4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 7 
pm at Becker City Park. Dale 
Seavert 320-290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collect-
ing used eyeglasses (no cases 
please) and hearing aids. A 
collection bucket is located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter. We are no longer collect-
ing used cell phones or printer 
cartridges. If you have any 
questions please contact Lion 
Dale Seavert at 320-290-5342 
(phone or text) or by email at
djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of 
the month at Becker City Hall. 
320-980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheye-
llow ribbon.org.

 
Big Lake American Legion 

Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of 

the month @ 7 pm. Commu-
nity Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota 
Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please 

contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld 612-801-7731. 

Big Lake Baseball 
Registration Is Now Open!!

Please visit www.biglake-
baseball.com to register. Alter-
natively, you may attend our 
in-person mass registration 
that will be held at McPete’s 
in Big Lake, March 7th & 8th 
from 6-8pm.

An advantage to attend-
ing mass registration is that 
uniforms will be available to 
try-on at that time!

Big Lake Baseball Tryout 
Preparation Classes!!
Big Lake Baseball Associ-

ation is offering FREE tryout 
preparation classes on Monday 
and Friday nights beginning 
February 15 - March 12th. 
Classes are available for K-8th 
grade!  Please visit www.
biglakebaseball.com to sign 
up, or contact Brian Goedker; 
Bgoedker@gmail.com. You 
see it under our Facebook Tab 
- Tryout Prep! All you need is 
your baseball glove, bat, hel-
met, mask, water bottle, and 
positive attitude! Let’s prepare 
for the season, Our opponents 
are!!

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

by ZOOM. Please contact Lau-
rie, 763-218-5330 for more 
information & meeting log-in.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service 
are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 
pm & Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 am., 
providing produce, dairy, & 
bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big 
Lake. Social starts at 6:30 pm 
& the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

The Big Lake 
Women of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building on the 3rd 
Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
Contact Natalie @ 612-518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or 
www.biglakewomenoftoday.
webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at Re-

joice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. 612-801-
7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Clearwater Legion, 
Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Mi-
chele Pelka 320-281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group in-
vites you to “Coffee & Con-
versation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Any questions, please call 
Camille Johnson at 763-350-
7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope.org. Free & confi-
dential. Phones answered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Check Snake 
River Church FaceBook page 
for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clear-
water, will be canceled until 
further notice. We will wait 
until the state allows churches 
& other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

Announcements

ANNOUNCE 
YOUR FREE 

EVENT!
DEADLINE 

IS NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY

763-275-0275

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

SHERIFF & POLICE 
REPORTS

are posted on our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

BUSINESS  & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Tax Preparation

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

27326-2

• Dentures

• Implants

• Extractions

• Relines/Repairs

AFFORDABLE DENTURES 
& IMPLANTS - ST. CLOUD, P.C.

3959 2ND STREET, SUITE 207/208
ST. CLOUD, MN 56301

866.977.6677

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST

*Free Consult & X-ray offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a consult & a 
traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. **Bring in a treatment plan from any competitor and 
we will beat the total treatment plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come 
from a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject 
to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of the Best Price Guarantee are 
available from our web site or at this practice. [Valid until December 31, 2021.]

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

We’re safely open 
to care for you.
Create your new smile - 
at an affordable price.

BEST PRICE 
   GUARANTEE**

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR 
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS*

Activity Report of the Becker Police Department for the 
week of  February 15th – February 21st:

15-Feb: no proof of insurance Citation #066; driving conduct 
warning; vehicle lockout; welfare check; driving after sus-
pension Citation #067; accident; fire alarm; speed / driving 
after cancellation Citation #068; gas leak/smell; civil; agency 
assist; agency assist
16-Feb: extra patrol; record check; alarm; speed warning; 
equipment warning / no proof of insurance Citation #069; 
security check; equipment warning; suspicious vehicle / pos-
session of drug paraphernalia Citation #070
17-Feb: record check; hands free violation warning; record 
check; public safety; medical; fail to display registration 
warning; equipment warning / no proof of insurance Citation 
#071
18-Feb: stop sign warning; fail to display registration warn-
ing; traffic complaint; traffic complaint; trespass; public safe-
ty; driving conduct warning; stop sign warning; expired tabs 
warning; driving after revocation Citation #072; equipment 
warning
19-Feb: equipment warnings; Winter Parking Ordinance Vi-
olation / Admin Citation #3772; stop sign warning; vehicle 
lockout; juvenile concern; record check; theft; dog complaint; 
equipment warning; record check; expired registration warn-
ing; suspicious activity; accident; equipment warning; equip-
ment warnings; vehicle off road; equipment warning; driving 
conduct warning; stop sign warning
20-Feb: No MN Drivers License Citation #074; failure to 
move over for emergency vehicle Citation #075; public as-
sist; speed warning; mental health; equipment warning; 
equipment warning; driving after revocation Citation #076 / 
possession of small amount of marijuana Citation #077; open 
door
21-Feb: equipment warning; equipment warning; 2nd degree 
DWI / open bottle / marijuana in a motor vehicle / leaving the 
scene of an accident / failure to move over for emergency ve-
hicle / driving after revocation / expired registration less than 
6 months / no proof of insurance; miscellaneous officer; ve-
hicle lockout; public assist; civil; garbage/littering complaint; 
alarm; medical; agency assist.

Interested in being a 
sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 

Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.
Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” 
By Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota 

State Patrol
Question: How does the Minnesota State Patrol decide 

what the injury type is labeled in crash reports? How does 
the Minnesota State Patrol decide an injury is life threaten-
ing or not?

Answer: When the Minnesota State Patrol responds to 
and investigates crashes, troopers begin the investigation by 
gathering information at the scene. This information is put 
together for crash reports and other investigative reports. 
The status of those involved are put into one of five catego-
ries.

• No injury
• Possible injury
• Minor injury
• Serious injury
• Fatal
For information posted on the Minnesota State Patrol’s 

webpage under “crash updates”, the injury types are listed 
as: none, injury and fatal. The injuries are listed as non-life 
threatening and life threatening. Generally, a life-threatening 
injury is an injury involving substantial risk of death; loss or 
substantial impairment of the function of a bodily member, 
organ or mental faculty that is likely to be permanent; or an 
obvious disfigurement that is likely to be permanent. The 
“crash updates” are not the official crash reports, but the 
public information that is available at the time.

Around 400 people have been killed and 30,500 injured 
every year on our Minnesota roadways for the past decade.  

The Department of Public Safety (DPS) uses the term 
“crash” instead of “accident” because traffic crashes can be 
prevented. Through enforcement, education, engineering 
and emergency trauma solutions, changes in driver’s be-
havior will help attack the public threat of tragic roadway 
fatalities and injuries.

Please drive smart so we can all get home safely at the 
end of the day!

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on 
Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@
state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner
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Employment
DIRECT CARE POSITIONS

at Paradigm Residential Services, Inc.

Full time Home Supervisor position at 
Paradigm Residential Services, Inc., Monticello,  

MN 
7a-3p Mon-Fri.

Working with higher functioning individuals 
to increase life skills.

Starting Pay: $15.00 plus benefits
Paid training in Mental Health , 

Medication Administration and supervisory 
duties.

Apply by going to: www.paraserv.org, 
or calling Cyndi at 763-401-1128

Requirements: 18yrs or older. Driver’s license, ability 
to pass a State of Minnesota Background Check.

NOW
HIRING

Call 320-254-3651 to have an application mailed to you  

Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing 
quality product and unparalleled service to 900 
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill 
the following positions:

• OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, 
a positive and clean work 
environment, and opportunities to 
advance your career with a local 
company that continues to grow. 

$5000  

Sign On Bonus

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

IS NOW HIRING!
Immediate Interviews • 320-251-1038 • Apply Today! 

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!
SHORTTERM JOBSAVAILABLE!

Welders 
Needed! $$$

Many Jobs Open

Cleaners at 
CentraCare
$14.09 + OT

Print Operators
$16/hr +OT 

to hire

Maint. Techs
$16/hr

Admin. Skilled – 
Check Out Open 

Jobs Today!
Apply via ExpressJobs App
Or expresspros.com/stcloud
1410 W. St. Germain St., St. Cloud

HR Asst. $17-$20+
Reputable Co.!

Payroll 
Specialist
6-9 month 

contract w/
great company 

- $17+

PT OFFICE ASSOCIATE
to Office Administrator at Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) in 

Becker. Duties: manage communications using 
social media platforms, website content, newsletter, 

other tasks as needed. Requires excellent oral & written 
communication skills, HS Diploma, basic computer skills. 

20 hrs./wk (flexible). $15/hr. 

To apply: contact Office Admin. at 763-261-5751 or  
faith@faithlutheran-becker.org

We are looking for AWESOME people who know how to work 
hard, smile and have fun. Like we do!

We have shifts available to meet your needs: Part-time/Full-
time/Days/Nights/Weekends/2 Days a week/5 Days a week

We are looking for HOUSEKEEPER, MAINTENANCE, 
FRONT DESK AND BREAKFAST BAR ATTENDANTS. All 
positions provide uniforms, facility recreational perks, week-
end incentives, employee discounts, productivity incentives and 
sponsored social activities.

Requirements: PERSONALITY AND RELIABILITY! Greet 
our guests and guide them through their hotel stay. We focus on 
our guests, their needs and work as a team to complete every-
one’s duties. Starting wage $11 and up DOE and position.

We’re hiring!

Stop by and check us out!
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES

4322 Clearwater Rd, St. Cloud • 320-240-8000
(Just off I-94 and Co. Rd. 75)

Get your ad 
in the Patriot 

today! 763.275.0275

• FARM LABOR
• FULL AND PART TIME SHOP MECHANIC     

• TRACTOR OPERATOR       • EXPERIENCED WELDER
Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 

137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 

Custodial work at 
the St. Cloud, 
Fuller Lake 
& Enfield 

Rest Areas.  
Contact 

Green View 
651-639-1913. 

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

City News

Farm Operations Support- Becker, MN: This individual will 
be responsible for repair and maintenance of farm equipment, 
operating equipment, irrigation maintenance as well as other 
farm and agriculture duties. Responsibilities include operat-
ing equipment and leading a crew during harvest and plant-
ing. Their work must be completed in a safe, professional and 
timely manner.

R.D. Offutt Farms is a six-generation, family-owned and op-
erated food producer celebrating more than 50 years farming 
in the Midwest. We continue to seek innovative, leading edge 
ways to sustainably produce food while maintaining our com-
mitment to the communities in which we reside, and the land 
on which our company was built. Today, R.D. Offutt Company 
has grown to include farming operations supporting multiple 
types of food production across twelve states. Learn More at 
www.rdoffuttfarms.com   
EOE/M/F/Disabled/Veteran

Are you looking for opportunities to make 
an impact? Find your place at RDO!NOW HIRING!

Looking for Cooks & Servers
Competitive Pay

700 Pine Street
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-4400

will take care of the roads 
that need attention in a 
timely manner.

Rebuilding the Streets
The life expectancy 

of any paved road is about 
20-30 years. The road can 
be preserved for a few 
more years so long as they 
are properly maintained 
through chip sealing and 
other maintenance mea-
sures. However, at some 
point after two or three 
decades it becomes more 
costly to continue to repair 
the road than it would be to 
completely reconstruct it. 

“Sometimes business 
owners reach out to me 

and say the roads are bad 
around their business, and 
they want to know what 
they can tell their drivers,” 
said Knutson. 

Now he can simply 
pull out the plan and tell 
them exactly when their 
street will be redone.

Some of the roads 
being rebuilt are those in 
right in town, on First St. 
and Bank St., among oth-
ers, and some are in the in-
dustrial park. Knutson says 
that nearly 1,000 trucks 
travel through the industrial 
park every day, and so the 
roads need attention. Knut-
son says a lot of people for-

get about the roads in the 
industrial park, since they 
don’t usually have a reason 
to drive through, but he en-
courages residents to do so, 
and so see the state of the 
roads for themselves.

Timing
Connie Robinson, 

City Treasurer, says this is 
a great time for the city to 
start working on the plan. 
The city is about to drop 
off a big chunk of debt, and 
with interest rates low at 
the moment, now is a good 
time to pick up another 
bond to finance the recon-
struction project. 

“We’ll be able to keep 

the tax levy almost right 
where it’s at,” said Robin-
son. “We’re trying to make 
this transition as seamless 
as possible for the taxpay-
ers.” 

She went on to note 
that most taxpayers would 
barely notice the tax in-
crease. The former debt 
levy, which the city will 
be paying off shortly, was 
$911,000. The new debt 
levy, to finance the project, 
will be $980,000.

Robinson and Knutson 
said the council has done 
really well with managing 
the city’s debt. There was 
a healthy amount of push-

back from council to have 
staff work out the best pos-
sible plan. Staff is pursuing 
grants and looking for any 
way to stretch the taxpayer 
dollars however they can. 
The city and the township 
are pursuing one grant to-
gether for reconstructing 
97th St., which runs along 
the Elk River just north of 
the city.

There have even been 
discussions about one day 
being able to maintain city 
infrastructure without using 
any debt at all. Unfortu-
nately, with roads quickly 
nearing the end of their 
lives, this won’t be possible 

in the near future.
Public Hearing
A public hearing will 

be held at the next city 
council meeting, 5 p.m. 
on March 2. Knutson and 
Robinson both encourage 
residents to attend the hear-
ing if they can, or to reach 
out through a phone call or 
email if they cannot. Phil 
Knutson can be reached 
at pknutson@ci.becker.
mn.us, and Robinson can 
be reached at crobinson@
ci.becker.mn.us, and both 
can be contacted through 
the city hall phone number, 
763-200-4239. 

PLAN from page 1
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Becker Sports

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Great rates.Great rates.

Every day.
Local servicing.

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Another two games, 
another two wins for the 
Becker Bulldog girls 
basketball team as they 
downed a pair of confer-
ence opponents within the 
past week. The victories 
stack up to a school record 
35 game winning streak, as 
they have easily eclipsed 
the old record of 31 wins 
which was set by the state 
title team of 2007.

Monticello
Last Thursday, the 

team hosted the Monticello 
Magic and dominated in 
every statistical category, 
winning 93-27.

“We did a nice job 
winning the turnover bat-
tle 11 to 39 and we shot 
59% to 23% for Monti,” 
said Coach Dan Baird, who 
noted his team was very un-
selfish in the game in col-
lecting 30 assists. 

“Our 1-2-2 press 
looked decent for putting it 
in just a week prior.”

It was a rout early, 
as both Adeline Kent and 
Maren Westin had over 20 
points in the first half to 
lead the team to a big 58-20 
halftime advantage.

Kent ended the game 
with 24 points on 11-for-14 
shooting and she also had 
8 assists and nine steals, 
coming up just shy of a tri-
ple-double.

“She played just like 
she practiced the day be-
fore, so it was nice to see 
that translate to the game,” 
said Baird.   “That’s not 
always the case with our 
girls, but this was a great 
example of a player on our 
team demonstrating that!”

Westin was also on 
fire as she scored 21 points, 
including a 4-for-7 perfor-
mance from the three-point 

line to go along with seven 
assists and five steals.

“Maren also had a fan-
tastic game,“ said Baird.  
“She is shooting 51% from 
the three-point line this 
year and her anticipation 
on defense was excellent!”

Scoring: Julia Bengt-
son 17, Kent 24, Westin 21, 
Dani Nuest 2, Megan Gam-
ble 14, Alexis Rose 3, Ayla 
Brown 2,  Liz Mackedanz 
6, Evelyn Kreft 4.

Princeton
Tuesday night, Becker 

traveled to Princeton and 
again brought a balanced 
scoring attack in winning 
87-38.  And as has been the 
case throughout the season, 
it was a different Bulldog 
stepping to the line to lead 
the team in scoring.

Ayla Brown poured in 
19 points in the game, in-

cluding 11 in the first half 
as Becker again was fast 
out of the gate to lead 47-19 
at halftime. 

“Ayla was all over the 
court tonight like a bumble-
bee,” said Baird, referring 
to Brown’s defense and en-
ergy throughout the game.  

“She was canning the 
three pointers, too.” 

Overall, it was a clean 
game as the Bulldogs were 
whistled for just nine total 
fouls and Princeton com-
mitted only eight.  Becker 
hit on 6-of-13 fouls shots, 
while the Tigers attempted 
just six, making three.

Scoring: Kent 14, 
Westin 9, Alayna Lind-
quist 4, Courtney Nuest 9, 
Bengtson 15, Gamble 9, 
Dani Nuest 7, Brown 19, 
Kreft 1.

ADELINE KENT has shown a 
scoring touch in recent games, as she 
tallied 24 against Monticello and 14 
against Princeton in Becker’s two 
wins. (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbin-
ger).

Bulldog girls continue to 
build on school records

AYLA BROWN had the hot hand 
for Becker in the win over Princeton, 
scoring 19 points.  (Patriot photo by 
Mark Kolbinger).

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It’s a good thing Becker 
boys basketball coach Josh 
Ihrke is a math teacher, be-
cause finding the correct solu-
tion for victory in his team’s 
latest games has proven to be 
an exercise in Calculus.  

Just last Thursday, he 
drew up an impressive defen-
sive formula for the team to 
grind out a 46-41 victory in a 
road matchup with the Mon-
ticello Magic.  

Monday evening, Ihrke 
needed a different equation 
to guide his team to a wide 
open, exciting  86-83 over-
time win over Zimmerman.  

Monticello
“We found ourselves on 

a cold shooting night,” said 
Ihrke, referring to the game 
last week with the Magic.   
“Monticello did a lot of good 
things to take away our clean 
looks at the hoop and they 
used aggressive man-to-man 
defense to cause us to miss 
some shots.”

Coming into the game, 
Becker had been averaging 
nearly 70 points per game, 
while the Magic had been 
averaging about 55, so it was 
a bit of a surprise that Monti-
cello held a 19-15 advantage 
at halftime.

However, Ihrke tinkered 
with a few things during the 
intermission and the result 
was a much better second 
half, as the Bulldogs used a 
31-22 scoring advantage to 
seal the win.

“We held strong to our 
defense and did enough 
on the rebounding side of 
things,” said Ihrke.   “We 
were in jeopardy of losing, 
but with three minutes to go 

we switched our full court 
press and executed in key late 
game possessions to get the 
win.”

The shooting statistics 
for the Bulldogs told the story 
of the offensive struggles, as 
they hit on just 30% of their 
shots, including a 4-for-24 
performance from beyond 
the arc.  While both teams 
struggled to score in the half 
court game, the transition 
game wasn’t much better, 
although Becker did hold a 
10-4 advantage in that statis-
tic.  Becker’s margin for vic-
tory could be attributed to the 
free throw line, with the Bull-
dogs going 10-for-17 while 
the Magic were 3-for-12.

“I’m proud of how the 
team rallied and relied on de-
fense to pull out a road win,” 
added Ihrke.

Scoring: Alex Weiss 2, 
Nick Knute 5, Hayden Har-
moning 9, Eric Seavert 15, 
Brady Paumen 9, Landen 
Goebel 6.

Zimmerman
In Monday’s battle with 

the Thunder, it was a tale of 
two styles as Becker over-
came a big Thunder advan-
tage in the paint to chart a 
course for victory.  Zimmer-
man dominated in some as-
pects of the game, including 
out-rebounding the Bulldogs 
55-31 and winning the points 
in the paint battle 52-34.

However, the Bulldogs 
shot better from the three-
point range (33% to 25%) 
and from the free throw line 
(19-for-28 to 8-for-18)  to 
secure the win.  In the first 
half, Becker’s offense was 
spectacular, as they scored 
46 points and held a six point 
lead at the break.

The Thunder tied it up 

with a 36-30 advantage in the 
second half before Becker 
took the 10-7 scoring advan-
tage in overtime.  Despite the 
high scoring affair, the Bull-
dogs also did a much better 
job handling the basketball, 
committing just nine turn-
overs while the Thunder had 
18.

Scoring: Weiss 14, Nick 
Berglund 13, Nick Knute 14, 
Hayden Harmoning 3, Eric 
Seavert 19, Brady Paumen 
14, Landen Goebel 9.

Princeton
Tuesday night against 

the Princeton Tigers, the 
Bulldogs couldn’t find the 
winning formula and came 
up short in a 91-70 loss.  

The first half was fairly 
even, with Princeton lead-
ing 41-35, but Becker’s legs 
were tired in the second half 
and they couldn’t keep the 
pace.  It was Becker’s second 
game in two nights, while the 
Tigers hadn’t played since 
Saturday.

The Tigers have been a 
tremendous offensive team 
all season, as they average 
91 points per game and have 
eclipsed the century mark 
three times en route to an 
11-1 record.

Becker was led in scor-
ing by Nick Berglund’s sea-
son high 26 points, while 
Brady Paumen chipped in 15.  
Eric Seavert added 13, Nick 
Knute had 6 and Landen 
Goebel scored 4 points, while  
Alex Weiss, Carson Makar-
rall and Hayden Harmoning 
each finished with 2 points.

Becker will take its 
8-5 record into Tues-
day’s matchup with Cam-
bridge-Isanti.

Bulldog boys using different 
paths to victory, go 2-1

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
gymnastics team hosted a 
pair of conference meets 
last week, losing a close 
match to Monticello before 
rebounding for a nice win 
over Princeton.

Monti
In Thursday’s tilt 

against the Magic, Becker 
scored a first place finish in 
two individual events plus 
the all around but came up 
a bit short on the score-
board, 136.125 to 134.525.

Riley Norberg placed 
first on both the vault (9.4) 
and the beam (8.95), as 
well as the all around com-
petition (34.925).  

Lauren Woelfel also 
had a great match, finishing 
second in the floor exercise 
(8.95) and the all around 
(34.2).

“The whole team has 
been working hard through 
our  steady meet schedule 
to put in a few of their up-
grades,” said coach Kayla 
Kalinowski.  “It has been 
fun to see the improve-
ments they have been mak-
ing.”

Additional place fin-
ishers and scores; Vault: 
Sarah Woelfel (T3 8.8); 
Bars: Sarah and Lauren 
Woelfel (T4 7.8); Floor: 
Norberg (3rd 8.85), Chloe 
Spear (4th 8.7).

Princeton
Last Saturday, the girls 

hosted Princeton and ran 
away from the Tigers, win-
ning 134.125 to 122.8.

Norberg again had a 
strong meet, winning the 
vault (9.375), floor (9.0) 
and all around (34.875).

Lauren Woelfel also 
kept up her recent strong 
performances, scoring wins 
in the bars (8.275) and 
beam (8.55), while taking 
second in the all around 
(33.875).

“Overall the meets 
this week went very well 
and we are excited for next 
week as we get a break 
from the long stretch of 
meets we have had and fi-
nally have time to put in 
those last few upgrades we 
have been working on,” 
said Kalinowski.   “These 
girls have improved so 
much already and we can’t 

wait to see what happens 
when we add those final 
upgrades to our routines!” 

Additional place fin-
ishers and scores; Vault: 
Sarah Woelfel (2nd 8.85); 
Bars: Norberg (2nd 8.2), S. 
Woelfel (3rd 8.1); Beam: 
Norberg (2nd 8.3), Spear 
(3rd 7.55); Floor: Spear 
(2nd 8.775).

JV
Becker’s JV team had 

several notable highlights 
in the past week as well.

Against Monticello, 
Justine Vilmo and Lau-
ren Biegler went 1-2 in 
the all-around with scores 
of 30.2 and 30.15, while 
Hailey Deters scored a 
personal best 8.4 on floor.  
Biegler hit a nice beam set 
for a second place score of 
7.9, while Vilmo had a nice 
bars routine for a first place 
score of 7.2, as Becker 

(121.9) edged Monticello 
(120.0).

Against Princteon, 
Becker’s JV won 120.8 to 
100.9.

Vilmo won the all 
around again with a score 
of 30.4, while Deters won 
the vault with a personal 
best score of 8.25.  Vilmo 
won the bars (7.6) and floor 
(8.2), while Theresa John-
son won the beam with a 
beautiful set for a score of 
8.15.

Deters finished second 
on the floor (8.1) and Hai-
ley Duncombe was close 
behind (8.0).

The team’s last meet 
will be a dual against Cam-
bridge-Isanti Thursday, 
March 4, and then the var-
sity will have a few weeks 
to prepare for sections on 
Saturday, March 20 in Big 
Lake.  

Bulldog gymnasts split pair of home meets

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker wrestling 
team continues to show great 
team balance and depth, as 
they piled up several wins 
over the past week to im-
prove to 20-1 on the season.  

NL-S
Last Tuesday, the Bull-

dogs ripped off a 51-18 
victory over the New Lon-
don-Spicer Wildcats in the 
opening match of a triangu-
lar.

Five Bulldogs picked up 
pins in the match, including 
Owen Angell (138), Lukas 
Paulson (145), Kylen Rish 
(170), Tyson Ricker (182) 
and Caden DeWall (220).  
It was Paulson’s 75th career 
pin for the Bulldogs.

Scott West
In the second match 

of the Tri, Becker wrestled 
strong against a very talented 
Scott West team and came 
away with a 37-22 win.

Kaden Nicolas opened 
with a 20-4 technical fall 
over his opponent and Ryan 
Boecker was the next victo-
rious Bulldog with a pin at 
126. However, the team went 
2-4 in the next six matches, 
with the Bulldog wins going 
to Paulson (145) and Mason 
Doucette (152), and Becker 
trailed 18-22 going into 
the 182 pound match.  For-
tunately for the Bulldogs, 
the top weights again came 
through and Becker would 
finish 4-0 to secure the win.  
Both DeWall and Bryce 
Kuschel picked up pins for 
the Bulldogs in the upper 
weights.

Tigers
Last Thursday, the Bull-

dogs took on conference foe 
Princeton and had to wrestle 
a complete match for the 

win, edging their M8 Con-
ference foe, 40-32.

“Princeton is a good 
team and they have several 
wrestlers highly ranked in 
the state,” said Coach Matt 
Aho.  “We had to over-
come some adversity during 
the dual and not panic — fig-
uring out how to win was a 
good thing as we move to-
ward the postseason.”

Kaden Nicolas started 
things off for Becker with 
second period pin at 106, 
but the Bulldogs would lose 
the next five matches to trail 
6-27 heading into the 145 
pound match.  Paulson then 
picked up a major decision to 
start the Becker comeback, 
which included an Adam 
Jurek fall at 152 and a close 
1-0 decision by Ricker at 

170.  However, the Bulldogs 
still trailed 19-33 going into 
the 182 pound match before 
falls by Rish (182) and De-
Wall (195) brought the score 
to 31-33.  From there, Kus-
chel (decision at 220) and 
Dylan Kolby (fall at 285) 
sealed the win.

“We knew it was going 
to be close and one thing 
I told our team was that all 
they needed to do is worry 
about their match and the 
team score would take care 
of itself,” added Aho. “Plus, 
we just could not lose be-
cause Coach Zimmer is 
now on a 29 year win streak 
against Princeton and the 
guys did not want that to end 
this year.”

As it turned out, it was 
just enough motivation to 
push the Bulldogs to remain 
unbeaten at 5-0 in the Mis-
sissippi 8 Conference this 
season.

Sabres
Tuesday night, Becker 

completely dominated the 
Sartell Sabres, winning 
61-13 behind three forfeit 
wins and six pins.  

Becker’s youngsters 
started off the match the 
right way, as eighth graders 
Kaden Nicolas (forfeit 106) 
and Issac Daluge (decision 
113) gave the Bulldogs an 
early 9-0 lead.  The match 
then became a back and forth 
affair until Paulson’s pin at 
145 pounds, as Becker would 
lose just one weight class the 
rest of the way.  Jurek, Rish, 
Ricker, DeWall and Brayden 
Weber each picked up pins 
for the Bulldogs.

With the win, Becker 
eclipsed the 20 win mark for 
the second consecutive year.

Wrestlers improve to 20-1

Brayden Weber returned to the 
mat for the first time in almost a year 
after collapsing at Xcel Energy last 
year. Weber won his match. (Submit-
ted Photo).

KYLE MILLARD  signed a Letter of Intent to play Football at North 
Dakota State College of Sciences next year! BHS is proud of all that Kyle 
has accomplished as a Becker Bulldog and wish him the best of luck next 
year. (Submitted Photo).

ANNA BRIGGS signed a Letter of Intent to participate in Women’s 
Tennis and Women’s Track and Field at the University of MN, Morris next 
year! BHS is proud of all that Anna has accomplished as a Becker Bulldog 
so far and look forward to watching her during the track and field season 
this spring and wish her the best of luck next year. (Submitted Photo).
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The Big Lake varsity 
gymnasts once again re-
corded a season high team 
score of 143.8 in a contest 
against North Branch Feb. 18.

North Branch finished 
with a score of 134.8. 

The Hornets improved to 
4-1 on the season and moved 
up to #4 in the state rankings. 
They also set season highs on 
balance beam, floor and the 
uneven bars. 

Vault
The Hornets varsity team 

started on vault and after hit-
ting all five of their vaults 
including a stuck front hand-
spring full from Allie Go-
racke 8.925. Britney Krumrei 
scored a 9.0 and Lola Visci 
9.025. Grace Kluk led the 
Hornets with her season high 
score of 9.25. 

Bars
Big Lake 

kept rolling on 
bars, scoring 
their season high 
34.95. Lola Vis-
ci’s bar routine 
was incredible 
and scored her 
season high 9.55. 
Grace Kluk fin-
ished second with 
an 8.85. Britney 
Krumrei 8.55 fin-
ished fourth and 
Sam Merten 8.0 
finished fifth.

Beam
The varsity 

girls showed 
more confidence 
than at previous 
meets on beam 
and it showed 
with a new high of 
36.475. Britney Krumrei and 
Autumn Grunewald tied for 
first and Amber Grunewald 
finished third. Lola Visci 
scored 8.925 and placed fifth.

Floor
Big Lake finished with 

a 36.175 another season high 
on floor. Britney Krumrei has 
returned from a back injury to 
start the season and anchored 
the Hornets floor lineup with 
a beautiful 9.5 routine to take 
first place on the event. Ken-
nadie Ell had her season best 
performance with a score of 
9.1 to finish tied for second. 
Amber Grunewald 8.925 fin-
ished fifth and Allie Goracke 

8.65 placed seventh.
All-Around
In the All-Around re-

sults, Britney Krumrei took 
first with a score of 36.25 and 
Lola Visci placed third 35.3.

Junior Varsity
Big Lake JV scored 

133.05 while North Branch 
did not have enough athletes 
to qualify for a team

The JV girls also had 
their best performance so far 
this season and remained un-
defeated in the Mississippi 8 
Conference. 

JV Vault Top 3
Autumn Grunewald 8.6, 

Grace Gardner 8.4, Hannah 

Horvath 8.3.
JV Bars Top 3
Autumn Grunewald 

8.4, Kennadie Ell 7.8, 
Grace McCrone 7.7.

JV Beam Top 3
Grace McCrone 

9.05, Sam Merten 8.5, 
Hannah Horvath and 
Grace Kluk tied for third 
with a 8.3.

JV Floor Top 3
Hannah Horvath 

8.6, Autumn Grunewald 
8.55, Katie Goracke 
8.45.

JV All-Around 
Top 2

Grace McCrone 
33.15, Hannah Horvath 
32.75

“We are seeing the 
girls confidence in them-
selves and each other 
grow day by day and 

meet by meet,” said Co-Head 
Coach Lanny Goldsmith. 
“It was an incredible night 
for our athletes, families and 
coaches.” 

Big Lake’s next meet is 
against a tough Monticello 
team, who is ranked #9 in the 
latest rankings. 

“We will also compete 
against them at our section 
7A meet in March,” said 
Goldsmith. “So it should be a 
fun night. Then we finish up 
our regular season at home vs 
St. Francis.” 

BRITNEY KRUMREI took first place overall last Thursday against North 
Branch.  (Photos by Paul Krumrei).

Hornet gymnasts 
continue to roll

AUTUMN GRUNEWALD was the top JV bar gymnast 
Thursday as she scored an 8.6. 

he promoted him, taking a 
page from Forrest Gump.

“The only reason I pro-
moted you was so I would 
have a Lieutenant Dan on 
my staff,” Miller said with 
a chuckle.

While his colleagues 
affectionately kidded An-
selment, there was a heart-
felt friendship and respect 
that was reflected in the 
turnout at his plaque pre-
sentation. Deringer said it 
was because of the type of 
person Anselment has been 
in his professional life.

“Few people have the 
ability to really make others 
around them feel import-
ant,” Deringer said. “Dan’s 
always had that gift in our 
office. As I’ve talked about 
servant leadership, if you 
wanted to find it in a human 
and a leader, that’s always 
been Captain Anselment. 
He’s given a lot to our of-
fice and this is not going to 
be an easy position for us to 
replace and fill.”

With his 33 years in 
the Wright County Sher-
iff’s Office – the last 20 on 
the command staff – An-
selment is twice the age of 
some of his newer co-work-
ers, which has earned him 
the nickname of “Uncle 
Dan.” He has been a per-
son just about everyone in 
the office could turn to with 
questions or advice because 
there wasn’t much he hasn’t 
seen over his tenure with 
the WCSO.

Anselment said he has 
been proud to work for 
Sheriff’s Office and fought 
to maintain his compo-
sure as he said his thanks 
for a work experience he 
wouldn’t have changed for 
the world. 

“It’s been a good ca-
reer,” Anselment said. 

“Living and growing up in 
a county that I got to serve 
for 33 years is amazing. 
Thank you to everybody 
for allowing me to continue 
to work for Wright County. 
I love Wright County, I al-
ways will and I will always 
support the Sheriff’s Office. 
This has been my dream 
job.”

Hozempa joked that 
Anselment worked for five 
sheriffs in his tenure and 
was loyal to every one of 
them. But, at some point, he 
wants to find out which one 
was his favorite. But, he did 
get serious for a moment to 
express his gratitude for the 
extraordinary work Ansel-
ment did for the residents 
of Wright County and the 
equally extraordinary per-
son he is.

“He was loyal – he 
bleeds brown, we all do in 
this room,” Hozempa said. 
“Dan you’ve done well. I’m 
proud of you and I know 
you’ll keep busy. You’re 
a talented, talented person 
outside of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice.”

Following a standing 
ovation from those in atten-
dance, Anselment returned 
to the microphone to inform 
the commissioners, his 
soon-to-be former co-work-
ers and his wife of his plans 
for retirement.

“The only promise I’ve 
made is that I’m growing a 
ponytail and getting a tat-
too,” Anselment said with 
a smile. “We’ll see what 
happens.”

The retirement presen-
tation can be seen at the 
following link, starting at 
the 6:30 mark: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=AZ-
5 P O c x J 0 U A & f e a -
ture=youtu.be.

ANSELMENT from page 1

THE KETTLE IN CLEARWATER has permanently closed their doors due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, state restrictions an lack of employees. (Submitted Photo).

a few of the factors behind 
the difficult decision to close.

On Facebook and on the 
restaurant’s website, Amund-
son conveyed his gratitude 
and thanked his loyal custom-
ers for their support over the 
years. Customers expressed 
disappointment in the news, 
noting that they’ll miss the 
establishment and the great 
food served there. Some even 
revealed their favorite fare 
that will now be unavailable 
for them to enjoy.

Amundson purchased 
The Kettle from previous 
owner Keith Olson, who ran 
the business for 14 years. 
During that time the restau-
rant was known as Keith’s 
Kettle.

KETTLE from page 1

AMITY FELTON (MIDDLE) gave a real estate market update during her time 
speaking at the most recent Becker Area Chamber of Commerce meeting Feb. 17. 
(Submitted Photo).

the City of Becker spoke 
about development plans 
for the city, and Jeremy 
Schmidt from Becker 
Schools talked about the 
plans to have all students 
return to in-person learning. 
He also spoke on the long-
range plans for the district 
with the capacity needs of 
facilities to meet student 

needs, and the importance 
of supporting the schools 
through the upcoming ref-
erendum - which has a $0 
net tax increase to district 
residents.  

More information can 
be found on BulldogStrong.
com. 

CHAMBER from page 1

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

March is here again, 
which means it’s time for 
the Great River Regional 
Library’s annual ‘Locally 
Growin’ fundraiser. 

The goal of the fundraiser 
is to help each GRRL branch 
raise money for special items 
for their own library; 100% of 
the Locally Growin’ money 
raised by each branch stays at 
that library.

Each of the 32 branches 
in the GRRL system has its 
own unique goal and special 
wish list items it would like to 
purchase, including the area’s 
local libraries in Becker, Big 
Lake, and Clearwater. Last 
year’s ‘Locally Grown’ fund-
raiser was unfortunately cut 
short because of pandemic 
restrictions, so many of the 
libraries weren’t able to reach 
their goals. 

The Becker and Big 
Lake Libraries have both 
set goals of  $500 this year, 
which they plan to use for 
crafting and take and make 
supplies, as well as Summer 
Reading Program prizes. 
Becker Library is also starting 

to save for a non-traditional 
circulation item, which will 
be announced in the future. 
Big Lake Library is saving 
for a mural painting in their 
children’s area.

This year Pebble Creek 
Golf Club has once again 
teamed up with the Becker 
Library to help them reach 
their Locally Growin’ fund-
raising goal. On March 21, 
10% of their sales will be do-
nated to the library. 

“We’re looking forward 
to the collaborative effort with 
Pebble Creek,” said Librarian 
Jeannette Burkhardt. “What 
a great way to support two 
organizations and keep the 
funds local. Be sure to mark 
March 21 on your calendar!”

Because their fundraising 
effort was cut short last year, 
Becker Library fell short of 
their goal, but what was raised 
was used to purchase take and 
make kits so local kids could 
still have fun and take part in 
library activities at home.

The Clearwater Library 
was one that was able to 
make its goal last year. This 
year, Librarian Shelly Kuelbs 
is hoping to raise $400 to pur-
chase summer reading pro-

gram prizes, take and make 
craft supplies, and some wall 
activity panels for the chil-
dren’s area.

“We have also been 
talking with an area artist 
about expanding our mural 
from the juvenile fiction area 
into the children’s area,” said 
Kuelbs. “The mural is our ob-
jective if we exceed our $400 
goal.”

The money donated to 
the Clearwater Library last 
year was going to be used for 
three Como Park Zoo pro-
grams. This money was set 
aside for when restrictions 
have been lifted and the Zoo 
is able to visit in the future.

GRRL’s Locally 
Growin’ fundraiser continues 
through the end of March. All 
donations, no matter the size, 
help the libraries get one step 
closer to their goals. The do-
nations are tax deductible and 
can be given directly to the 
Becker, Big Lake, and Clear-
water library service desks or 
donated online at griver.org/
locally-growin. 

Remember, all donations 
stay at the library where they 
were donated at!

Local libraries holding annual fundraiser

Proudly serving the communities of Becker, Big 
Lake, Clear Lake and Clearwater!

We appreciate your business and readership!
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