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We pay competitive 

prices for all types of 

scrap metal including: 

 Vehicles

 Automotive batteries

 Aluminum cans

 Copper

 Brass

 Stainless steel

 Farm equipment

VISIT OUR 

STATE-OF-THE

-ART FACILITY 

IN BECKER, 

MINNESOTA

NOW OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC

Run on 100% renewable energy.

Operating hours: 7am – 4:30pm

Recycle your 

unwanted materials 

HERE IS 

WHERE 

YOU CAN 

FIND US

PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the 
official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
#727. The Patriot is also the 

legal newspaper for the 
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES

Call 763-275-0275 
or send an email to 

legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or 

email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com), 

Deven (sales.@
patriotnewsmn.com) or 

Carol (sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES: 
Wednesday 11 am Legals & 
Notices,  Wednesday 10 am 

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
The Editor reserves the right 

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, 

• Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
$100 annually, $50 for six 

months, $25 for three months 
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for 

all thank you, engagement, 
wedding and birth  

announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.
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By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

A n o t her s ucces s f ul 
P a lm er D a y i s  i n t he books !  

S a t ., S ept . 6, t hrongs  of  
p eop le ga t hered i n  P a lm er 
f or t he a n n ua l p a ra de a n d 
f es t i v i t i es .  The da y  s t a rt ed 
w i t h a  9 a .m . 5K  w a lk/ run. 
The 5 K  ev en t  a t  P a lm er D a y  
w a s  s t a rt ed ba ck i n 2007 by 
J ea n  W i p p er a n d M a ry  J o 
H oef er. The 5K  ha s  cont i n -
ued t o ga i n popul a ri t y ea ch 
y ea r;  w i t h a  record b rea ki n g 
154 runne rs  pa rt i ci pa t i ng i n 
t he 5K  t hi s  ye a r. 

D es p i t e a  f ew  ra i n  
s how ers  duri n g t he p a -
ra de a n d a ga i n  la t er a t  
P a lm er P a rk,  p eop les  s p i r-
i t s  w eren ’ t  da m p en ed.  The 
ev en t  f ea t ured a  ca r s how  
( coordi n a t ed b y  P a t  a n d 
J ef f  A rn old)  The ca r s how  
a ls o b roke a  record w i t h 
1 6 2  en t ri es  ( v s  1 5 2  en t ri es  
la s t  ye a r) .

The pa ra de f ea t ured 67 
entries, with float winners 
be i ng Bri ggs  L a ke G ene ra l 
Store in first place and B 	 
J  E ve rgreen Tree F a rm  t a k-
i ng s econd  pl a ce. A f t er t he 
p a ra de,  p eop le en j oy ed a  

p let hora  of  ev en t s  ha p p en -
i n g a t  P a lm er P a rk.  There 
w a s  a  hors es hoe t ourn a -
m ent , li ve  m us i c, a  bounc y 
hous e f or t he ki ds  a n d m a n y  
ot her eve nt s . 

There w ere m a n y  
s crum p t i ous  f ood b oot hs  
of f eri n g p ork chop s ,  p hi lly  
s a n dw i ches ,  b urgers ,  m i n i  
don ut s ,  f res h p op corn ,  cot -
t on  ca n dy  a n d m uch m ore.  
M a n y  of  t he f ood b oot hs  
w ere hos t ed b y  loca l ci v i c 
group s .  The b eer ga rden  

w a s  s t a f f ed b y  C lea r L a ke 
L i ons  m em be rs . 

J oa n  a n d H a rry  E rn z er 
w ere t he hon ora ry  G ra n d 

Palmer Day a big success!

KELLY WEIS is pictured pulling multi-generations of Palmer 
township farmers from the Weis, Kozak, and Lietha families on 
the hay wagon. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring.)

TRACE PHILLIPI, Clear 
Lake, didn’t let a little rain 
dampen his mood at Palmer 
Day parade last Saturday, 
September 6. (Patriot Photo 
by Mary Nehring. )

PALMER DAY
to  page 2

Submitted Article

C e n t erP oi n t  E n ergy  
a w a rded a  C om m un i t y  
S a f et y  G ra n t  of  $ 2 , 5 0 0  t o 
t he Bi g L a ke F i re D ep a rt -
m en t  t o p urcha s e s a f et y  
eq ui p m en t  f or t he Bi g 
L a ke F i re D ep a rt m en t ’ s  
ne w  t ow er t ruck.

M u s t a f a  H a m d a n i ,  
S up erv i s or,  H om e S er-
v i ce P lus ,  a t  C en t erP oi n t ,  
p res en t ed t he C om m un i t y  
S a f et y  G ra n t  t o C a p t a i n  
N i ck C hri s t en s on  a n d D ep -
ut y  C hi ef  J ef f  N ov a k,  Bi g 
L a ke F i re D epa rt m ent .

I n  M i n n es ot a  t hi s  y ea r,  
C en t erP oi n t  a w a rded 3 5  
gra n t s ,  t ot a li n g m ore t ha n  
$ 8 5 , 0 0 0  t o s up p ort  s a f et y  
eq ui p m en t  a n d p roj ect s .  
C en t erP oi n t  s erv es  m ore 
t ha n 930 ,000 cus t om ers  i n 
ov er 2 6 0  M i n n es ot a  com -

m uni t i es .
“ S a f et y  i s  our core 

v a lue a n d dri v es  ev ery  ef -
f ort  w e t a ke a s  a  com pa ny 
f or t he cus t om ers  a n d com -
m un i t i es  w e’ re p ri v i leged 
t o s erv e, ”  s a i d Bra d S t e-
b er,  V i ce P res i den t ,  M i n -
n es ot a  G a s  a t  C en t erP oi n t  
E n ergy .  “ Through our 
C om m un i t y  S a f et y  G ra n t  
P rogra m ,  w e’ re p roud t o 
s up p ort  t he w ork our em er-
gen cy  res p on ders ,  loca l of -
ficials and many others do 
t o help  s up p ort  hea lt h a n d 
s a f et y  a cros s  our M i n n e-
s ot a  com m uni t i es .”

C e n t erP oi n t  a w a rds  
p rogra m  gra n t s  up  t o 
$ 2 , 5 0 0  t o loca l gov ern -
m en t  a gen ci es  w orki n g t o 
fill funding gaps for safety 
m a t eri a ls  a nd pr oj ect s .

Thi s  y e a r ,  C en t er-
P oi n t  E n ergy ’ s  C om m u-

ni t y S a f et y G ra nt  pr ogra m  
a w a rded m ore t ha n  9 0  
gra n t s  t o t a l i n g n e a rl y  

$230,000 i n I ndi a na , M i n -
ne s ot a , O hi o a nd Texa s  t o 
f un d s a f et y -rela t ed eq ui p -

m en t  a n d p roj ect s  i n  loca l 
com m uni t i es .

S i n ce la un chi n g t he 
p rogra m  i n  2 0 0 3 ,  C en -
t erP oi n t  ha s  a w a rded a p -
p rox i m a t ely  $ 3 . 5  m i lli on  
i n  gra n t s  t o s up p ort  m ore 
t ha n 1,700 e f f ort s .

G ra n t s  ha v e en a b led 
com m un i t i es  t o f un d v a r-
i ous  p roj ect s  i n cludi n g 
publ i c A E D s , w a t er res cue 
m a t eri a ls ,  p ers on a l p ro-
tective equipment for first 
responders, traffic control 
s i gn s ,  ut i li t y  loca t e dev i ces  
a nd ext ra ct i on t ools  t o res -
cue p eop le a f t er v ehi cle 
colli s i ons .

To lea rn  m ore a b out  
C e n t er P oi n t ’ s  com m i t -
m en t  t o t he com m un i t i es  
i t  s erv es ,  v i s i t  Center-
PointEnerg y .com/Com-
munity .

CENTERPOINT ENERGY SUPERVISOR, Home Service Plus, 
Mustafa Hamdani presents a Community Safety Grant to Cap-
tain Nick Christenson and Deputy Chief Jeff Novak, Big Lake Fire 
Department. (Submitted Photo).

CenterPoint awards Safety Grant to the BLFD

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

G ert rude S a kry ( Bors t )  
ha s  li ve d i n Becker m os t  of  
her 87 ye a rs . G ert i e ha s  a l-
w a y s  b een  a n  a ct i v e p ers on .  
S he ra i s ed 1 1  chi ldren  a n d 
ha s  b een  b les s ed w i t h 2 3  
gra n dchi ldren  a n d 4 3  grea t  
gra ndki ds !

G ert i e i s  a  go-get t er.  
I n  a ddi t i on  t o ra i s i n g a  
huge f a m i ly, s he drove  bus  
f or Becker S chools  f or 2 3  
y ea rs  a n d w orked i n  t he 
hi gh s chool ki t chen f or j us t  
a s  long.

G ert i e ha s  en j oy ed 
qui lt i ng f or deca des ,  but  no 
longe r i s  a bl e t o qui lt  s i nc e 
her ey es i ght  ha s  decli n ed.  
G ert i e’ s  f a i t h i s  a n  i m -
p ort a n t  p a rt  of  her li f e a n d 
s he a t t en ds  F a i t h L ut hera n  
C hurch of  Becker regula rly .  
G ert i e ha s  s erv ed on  t he 
Becker cem et ery  b oa rd f or 
t he pa s t  35+  ye a rs !   

“ I  don ’ t  rem em b er a  
t i m e w hen  I  di dn ’ t  kn ow  
G ert i e a n d her f a m i ly , ”  s a y s  
R epor t er M a ry N ehri ng.  “ I  
w a s  bl es s ed t o go t o s chool 
w i t h m a n y  of  her chi ldren  

EIGHTY-SEVEN-YEAR-OLD GERTIE 
BORST has made it a habit to get out of the 
house and take a walk through Becker in the 
mornings. She typically brings along a plas-
tic bag to gather trash she finds along the 
roads and walkways. (Submitted Photo).

Walking with a purpose

a n d our f a m i li es  ha v e rem a i n ed f ri en ds  
m y ent i re li f e. A t  t he a ge of  87, I  of t en 
s ee G ert i e out  w a lki n g i n  a ll ki n ds  of  

WALKING
to  page 2

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

D uri n g t hei r recen t  m eet i n g,  
t he C lea r L a ke C i t y C ounc i l hea rd 
f rom  a  rep res en t a t i v e f rom  t he 
C lea rw a t er S ew er A ut hori t y ca m e 
w i t h s om e ba d ne w s  f or t he coun -
ci l. 

I n 2022 a  ne w  p i ece of  equi p -
m en t  w a s  i n s t a lled t o help  w i t h 
calculating flow rate and billing 
f or t he ci t y ’ s  w a t er t o t he s ew er 
a ut hori t y .  U n f ort un a t ely ,  t he cor-
rect flow rate was never input into 
t he dev i ce,  a n d t he ci t y  ha s  b een  
un derp a y i n g f or t hei r s ew er s er-
v i ces ,  a n d w i ll n ow  ha v e t o w ork 
w i t h t he s ew er a ut hori t y  t o p a y  
b a ck t he di f f eren ce,  w hi ch w a s  
es t i m a t ed t o be  a round $150,000. 

The good n ew s  i s  t ha t  res -
i den ces  w ere b i lled t he correct  
a m ount , s o t he ci t y ha s  t he m one y. 
The ci t y  coun ci l w i ll w ork w i t h 
the sewer board to figure out the 
a m ount  ow ed a nd a  pa ym ent  pl a n. 
To p rev en t  t hi s  i s s ue f rom  ev er 
ha ppe ni ng a ga i n , R ura l W a t er w a s  
a s ked t o com e a n d ca li b ra t e t he 
m a chi n ery  f or b ot h C lea r L a ke a n d 
C lea rw a t er t w i ce pe r ye a r. 

O p en F orum
L i n ds a y  Brow n ,  a  res i den t  of  

C hurch S t ., s a i d s he ha d conc erns  
w i t h a  dev elop er,  L G I ,  rega rdi n g 
her p rop ert y  li n e.  S he n ot ed t hey  

CITY ENGINEER KEITH YAPP
spoke to the council about the lift sta-
tion easements. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

CL City discovers they owe 
money to sewer authority

CL CITY
to  page 2

 Serving Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Clearwater & surrounding communities • P.O. Box 458 (14054 Bank Street), Becker, MN 55308 • 763-275-0275 • ww Serving Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Clearwater & surrounding communities • P.O. Box 458 (14054 Bank Street), Becker, MN 55308 • 763-275-0275 • ww

COMING SOON...

2025 Central 
MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards



 Page 2 • Patriot, Saturday, September 13, 2025

Editorials-Opinions-Obituaries

ha v en’ t  s a i d a ny t hi ng t o her di rect ly, but  ha ve  t old s om e 
of  her ne i ghbor s  t ha t  m os t  of  t he ne i ghbor hood ha s  i nc or-
rect  pr ope rt y li ne s . S he ha s  a ls o s een t hem  poki ng a round 
b ehi n d her p rop ert y  li n e.  C i t y  E n gi n eer K ei t h Y a p p  s a i d 
he w ould a s k a round a bout  t he i s s ue a nd pos s i bl y ha ve  t he 
s urve yor  doubl e check t hei r i nf orm a t i on.

F ire D ep artm ent
Chief Ron Koren asked about the fire contracts with 

the townships. The contracts will be officially presented to 
t he t ow ns hi ps  i n e a rly O ct obe r.

Regarding the fire department open house, the council 
s a i d t hey  ha d a  p ub li c ex p en di t ure p oli cy  f or di s cus s i on  
t ha t  ni ght  t ha t  w ould det erm i ne  how  t he ope n hous e could 
ope ra t e. U nf ort una t ely, t he counc i l w a s  not  a bl e t o com e 
t o a n a greem ent  on t he pol i cy, a nd s o i t  w a s  not  a dopt ed. 

The depa rt m ent  res ponde d t o 29 c a lls  f or s ervi ce.
P ublic  Works
P ub li c W orks  D i rect or E v a n  J ohn s on  rep ort ed t ha t  t he 

pl a ygr ound equi pm ent  f or t he H unt er L a ke P a rk ha s  be en 
deli ve red.

J ohn s on  rep ort ed hi s  dep a rt m en t  w orked ha rd t o clea n  
up a  t ra i l t ha t  runs  ove r t o t he elem ent a ry s chool i n t i m e 
f or s chool t o be gi n.

J ohns on a nd C i t y E ngi ne er K ei t h Y a pp recom m ende d 
t ha t  t he coun ci l con s i der a  w a t er s t udy  t o i den t i f y  t he ci t y ’ s  
f ut ure w a t er ne eds .

L if t Station
Y a p p  rep ort ed t ha t  t he ea s em en t s  n eeded t o com -

p let e t he li f t  s t a t i on  w ork a re s t i ll n ot  s i gn ed a n d rea dy .  
M a yor  Ti m  G oenne r i s  t he la s t  la ndow ne r t he ci t y ne eds  
a n  a greem en t  w i t h.  G oen n er p rev i ous ly  a p p rov ed a  t em -
p ora ry  ea s em en t  i n  ex cha n ge f or $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f rom  t he ci t y .  
H ow ev er,  a f t er looki n g a t  t he a rea  a ga i n ,  G oen n er s a i d 
he w ould b e w i lli n g t o ren egot i a t e t he dea l t o a llow  f or 
a  s m a ller ea s em ent , pos s i bl y f or les s  m one y i n exc ha nge . 
Y a pp s a i d t he s m a ller ea s em ent  could w ork f or t he ci t y’ s  
ne eds . The coun ci l a greed t o cons i der i t  a t  a  clos ed m eet -
i ng  i n t he ne a r f ut ure.

A t  t he reque s t  of  t he m a yor , Y a pp rei t era t ed t ha t  t he 
m a yor  ha d a s ked f or a not her of f er rega rdi ng t he ea s em ent  
t o b e w i t hdra w n .  Thi s  of f er w ould b e f or t he m a y or t o 
a p p rov e t he ea s em en t  f or a  s m a ller a m oun t  of  m on ey  i f  
t he counc i l a greed not  t o publ i cly cens ure hi m  a t  a  recent  
m eet i ng. Y a pp s a i d he di d rem ove  t he of f er f rom  cons i d-
era t i on  a t  t he m a y or’ s  req ues t ,  b ut  i t  w a s  out s i de of  hi s  
a bi li t y t o rem ove  i t  f rom  t he a genda  pa cket  w hi ch w a s  a l-
rea dy  s en t  out  t o t he coun ci l m em b ers ,  w hi ch i s  w hy  i t  w a s  
br ought  up a t  t ha t  pr evi ous  m eet i ng, des pi t e t he m a yor ’ s  
w i s hes .

I n O th er B usiness, 
th e C ounc il:
� Briefly discussed the city’s insurance coverage, and 

hea lt h i n s ura n ce op t i on s  f or ci t y  em p loy ees ,  b ut  deci ded 
t o hold t he deci s i ons  on t hes e f or t he ne x t  regula r m eet i ng;

•  A ppr ove d ha vi ng t he ci t y clerk a nd ci t y t rea s urer a s  
official signers for financial accounts;

•  I nc rea s ed t he pr i ce of  w a t er m et ers , a s  t hei r s uppl i er 
i nc rea s ed t hei r pr i ce ( t he ci t y w i ll s ell t hes e a t  cos t ) .

CL CITY
from  page 1

w ea t her.”  
G ert i e s t a rt ed w a lki n g s ev en  y ea rs  a go.  S he w a lks  

M on da y  t hrough F ri da y  m orn i n gs ,  a s  w ell a s  S un da y s  
a f t er church. 

“ The w ord on t he s t reet  i s  t ha t  G ert i e’ s  br ea ki ng poi nt  
( a s  f a r a s  t em p era t ures )  i s  -1 0  degrees , ”  con t i n ued N eh-
ri n g.  “ S he a ls o w i ll n ot  w a lk i f  t he p a t h i s  s li p p ery .  E v en  i n  
t he br ut a l M i nne s ot a  w i nt er, a s  long a s  t he pa t h i s  clea red, 
G ert i e w i ll us ua lly  b e out  t here b y  7  a . m .  ( s om et i m es  8  
a .m .) ”  

G ert i e a ls o t a kes  a  ga rba ge ba g w i t h her ea ch da y t o 
p i ck up  t ra s h.  G ert i e i s  cert a i n ly  a  b ri ght  s p ot  a n d a n  i n -
s p i ra t i on .  I f  y ou s ee her on  t he w a lki n g p a t h i n  t he ea rly  
m orni ng ne a r t he br i dge j us t  ea s t  of  Becker of f  C o. R d. 24 
( f orm erly know n a s  C o. R d. 4) , gi ve  G ert i e a  w a ve  a nd a  
t hum bs  up. G o, G ert i e!

WALKING
from  page 1

HARRY AND JOAN ERNZER, Grand Marshals of 2025 
Palmer Day. (Submitted photo).

CUPCAKE AND FLAPJACK clowning around at Palmer 
Day (Teresa Frank and David Peterson). (Patriot Photo by Mary 
Nehring.)

PALMER DAY
from page 1

M a rs ha ls  f or t hi s  ye a r’ s  eve nt . J oa n a nd H a rry ha ve  be en 
m a rri ed 3 1  y ea rs  a n d ha v e b een  i n s t rum en t a l b ehi n d t he 
s cen es  a s  v olun t eers  f or P a lm er D a y  f or ov er 2 5  y ea rs .  
J oa n  ha s  s erv ed a s  co-cha i r f or t he ev en t  f or 2 0  y ea rs .  
H a rry em ceed t he P a lm er D a y pa ra de f or s eve ra l ye a rs .

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

D uri n g t he A ugus t  Bi g 
L a ke S chool Boa rd m eet i n g,  
A ct i v i t i es  D i rect or M a rk 
K ui s le ga v e hi s  f a ll up da t e.  

H e s t a rt ed b y  con gra t u-
la t i n g t w o s t uden t s  w ho w en t  
t o t he s t a t e cha m p i on s hi p s  
la s t  s p ri n g,  Ta y la  G a s s m a n  
f or gi rls  t ra ck,  a n d J a ck L euer 
f or b oy s  t ra ck.  K ui s le re-
p ort ed t ha t  he w a s  w orki n g 
w i t h P rem i er S p ort  P s y chol-
ogy .  M on ey  w a s  ra i s ed f or 
t he p a rt n ers hi p  t hrough S p ud 
F es t  a n d ot her a v en ues ,  a n d 
t he com p a n y  w i ll help  w i t h 
“ t ea m  cult ure/ chem i s t ry ,  
confidence, and mental readi-
n es s , ”  a s  p er K ui s le’ s  p res en -
tation, with specific teams. 
H e a ls o t a lked a b out  ha v i n g a  
hea d coa ch w ho ov ers ees  a ll 
lev els  of  p la y  f or ea ch s p ort ,  
f rom  s ev en t h gra de t hrough 

1 2 t h.  
K ui s le rev ea led t he n um -

ber of students who qualified 
f or f ree a n d reduced lun ch,  
w hi ch a ls o en t i t les  t hem  t o 
a  5 0 %  reduct i on  i n  a ct i v i t y  
f ees ,  a s  w ell a s  t hos e q ua li f y -
i n g f or a ct i v i t i es  s chola rs hi p s  
( t hos e w ho di dn ’ t  m a ke t he 
m a rk f or t he f ree or reduced 
lun ch,  b ut  w ho s t i ll n eeded 
a s s i s t a n ce t o p a rt i ci p a t e) .  I n  
a ll,  1 2 3  s t uden t s  recei v ed 
s om e a s s i s t a n ce t o p a rt i ci p a t e 
i n  a ct i v i t i es .  K ui s le a ls o a s ked 
f or coa ches  t o keep  a n  ey e on  
s t uden t s  w ho m a y  n eed help  
i n  ot her w a y s  - t hos e m i s s -
i n g eq ui p m en t ,  n ot  get t i n g 
en ough f ood,  et c.

K ui s le s a i d he ha s  a s ked 
t ha t  coa ches  n o lon ger t ex t  
w i t h p a ren t s  or s t uden t s ,  a s  a  
m ea n s  of  p rot ect i n g p rof es -
s i on a l b oun da ri es .  I n s t ea d,  
he a dv i s ed coa ches  t o us e 
t hei r s chool di s t ri ct  em a i ls  t o 

com m un i ca t e.  Thi s  w a y ,  a ll 
m es s a ges  ca n  b e a cces s ed b y  
t he s chool i f  n eeded.  K ui s le 
s a i d t he cha n ge ha s  b een  
w ell recei v ed s o f a r,  a lt hough 

t here ha v e b een  a  coup le of  
s li p -up s .

F i n a lly ,  K ui s le w en t  ov er 
cha n ges  t o t he s t uden t  a t hlet e 
ha n db ooks .  

F inanc ial R ep ort
Bus i n es s  D i rect or A n gi e 

M a n uel s ha red her con cern s  
a b out  en rollm en t  duri n g 
her b udget  rep ort .  S he s a i d 

t ha t  her t ea m  ha d b udget ed 
f or 2 2 2  n ew  ki n derga rt n ers  
t hi s  y ea r,  b ut  on ly  2 1 3  w ere 
en rolled a t  t he t i m e of  t he 
m eet i n g,  a n d t hrough a ll 

gra des  en rollm en t  w a s  2 0 -2 5  
s t uden t s  s hort  of  b udget .  S he 
di d s a y  t he en rollm en t  us ua lly  
i n crea s ed t hrough t he cours e 
of  t he s chool y ea r a s  s t uden t s  
j oi n ed t he on li n e p rogra m ,  
a n d s om e s t i ll ha d t i m e t o 
j oi n  t ow a rds  t he b egi n n i n g of  
t he y ea r.  

A udi t  w ork i s  un derw a y ,  
w i t h t he la s t  w eek of  w ork t o 
t a ke p la ce a roun d t he en d of  
S ep t em b er.  

The p rop ert y  t a x  lev y  
w i ll b e a p p rov ed a t  t he S ep -
t em b er 2 4 t h m eet i n g.  

Sp ec ial E lec tion
There w i ll b e a  s p eci a l 

elect i on  on  N ov em b er 4 t h.  
V ot ers  w i ll b e a s ked t w o 
questions. The first will be to 
i n crea s e t he di s t ri ct ’ s  op era t -
i n g lev y  b y  $ 6 4 0  p er s t uden t ,  
a n d t he s econ d w i ll b e t o a p -
p rov e a  $ 3 6 . 2 3  m i lli on  b on d 
f or i m p rov i n g ca m p us  f a ci li -
t i es .  The b oa rd a p p rov ed t he 

elect i on  j udges  f or t he ev en t .  
I n O th er B usiness,  
th e B oard:
•  R ecei v ed a  let t er of  a p -

p rov a l f or t hei r a t hlet i c com -
p lex  con s t ruct i on  p roj ect s  
f rom  t he M i n n es ot a  D ep a rt -
m en t  of  E duca t i on ;

•  A p p rov ed a n  a gree-
m en t  w i t h t he Bi g L a ke F ood 
S helf ,  w hi ch s t i ll a w a i t s  a p -
p rov a l b y  t he F ood S helf ;

•  R ev i ew ed t he em -
p loy ee ha n db ook;

•  A p p rov ed a  w a t er m a n -
a gem en t  p la n ;

•  S et  t he t i m e f or t he 
S ep t em b er 2 4  m eet i n g t o 7  
p . m .  t o a llow  m em b ers  of  t he 
b oa rd t o a t t en d t he Bi g L a ke 
C i t y  C oun ci l m eet i n g b ef ore-
ha n d;

•  H ea rd com m i t t ee re-
p ort s  a n d t he s up eri n t en den t ’ s  
rep ort .  

Big Lake School Board hears about activity department changes

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

D uri n g t he recen t  O rrock 
Tow n  Boa rd m eet i n g,  rep re-
s en t a t i v es  of  t w o loca l orga n i -
z a t i on s  a p p roa ched t he b oa rd 
f or a s s i s t a n ce.  

L ori  W a t s on  of  t he O r-
rock C em et ery  Boa rd a p -
p roa ched t he t ow n  b oa rd t o 
a s k f or a s s i s t a n ce w i t h t he 
cem et ery .  W hi le t he orga n i -
zation didn’t need any finan-
ci a l a s s i s t a n ce,  t hey  w a n t ed 
some help in finding a new 
s ex t a n t  a n d keep i n g records .  
Thei r curren t  s ex t a n t  i s  w a n t -
i n g t o t ra i n  hi s  rep la cem en t  
a f t er holdi n g t he p os i t i on  f or 
1 3  y ea rs ,  a n d w ould b e ha p p y  
t o help  a  n ew  p ers on  lea rn  t o 
m a n a ge t he a p p rox i m a t ely  
t hree b uri a ls  t he cem et ery  
s ees  ea ch y ea r.  The b oa rd 
a ls o req ues t ed t ha t  t he t ow n -
s hi p  t a ke ov er m a i n t a i n i n g 
cem et ery  records ,  i n s t ea d of  
t he curren t  s i t ua t i on ,  w here 
t hey  a re held on  a  p ri v a t e 
com p ut er.

The b oa rd res p on ded 
t hey  w ould b e ha p p y  t o 

help  loca t e s om eon e i n t er-
es t ed i n  t he s ex t a n t  role,  
b ut  t hey  w ould ha v e t o a s k 

a b out  m a i n t a i n i n g t he re-
cords  a t  t hei r a n n ua l m eet i n g 
i n  M a rch,  a s  t he elect ora t e 
w ould n eed t o a p p rov e t he 
p os i t i on .

A  gen t lem a n  f rom  t he 
A n n  L a ke A s s oci a t i on  a ls o 

a p p roa ched t he b oa rd t o a s k 
f or a s s i s t a n ce.

The a s s oci a t i on  ha s  

f a ced s ev era l i s s ues  la t ely ,  
i n cludi n g a n  i n crea s i n g n um -
b er of  i n v a s i v e s p eci es  f oun d 
i n  t he la ke ( w hi ch a re cos t ly  
to fight) and oversized boats 
des t roy i n g t he la n di n g.  The 
b oa rd a s ked t he a s s oci a t i on  

t o crea t e a  w i s hli s t  of  how  ex -
a ct ly  t hey  w a n t ed t he t ow n -
s hi p  t o help  a n d con t i n ue t he 
di s cus s i on .

B isc h of f  Varianc e
The Bi s chof f  f a m i ly  

a s ked f or a  v a ri a n ce t o p la t  
hi s  p rop ert y .  M r.  Bi s chof f  
n ot ed t ha t  he a n d hi s  w i f e 
hop ed t o crea t e t w o p la t s  out  
of  t hei r la n d a n d s ell t hem  a s  
a  p a rt  of  t hei r ret i rem en t  p la n ,  
b ut  t hey  w ere t old t ha t  doi n g 
s o w ould go a ga i n s t  p la n n i n g 
a n d z on i n g ordi n a n ce b eca us e 
t here w ould b e t oo m a n y  res -
i den ces  of f  a  dea d en d roa d.  
The roa d i s  un a b le t o b e m a de 
i n t o a  p a s s  t hrough.  The t ow n  
b oa rd ga v e p os i t i v e com -
m en t s ,  b ut  ex p res s ed s om e 
con cern  f or a cces s  b y  em er-
gen cy  v ehi cles .

E asem ents
A  res i den t  w ho li v es  on  

2 3 0 t h A v e.  a p p roa ched t he 
b oa rd a t  t he J uly  m eet i n g t o 
req ues t  t ha t  t he b oa rd t urn  
ov er t hei r ea s em en t  on  hi s  
p rop ert y  t o hi m ,  a s  a  curren t ly  
ex i s t i n g s t ruct ure s i t s  on  i t ,  a s  
w ell a s  p a rt  of  hi s  dri v ew a y .  
The b oa rd di d n ot  w i s h t o 

gi v e up  t he ea s em en t ,  b ut  
w ould gra n t  t he gen t lem a n  
an official right to be on the 
ea s em en t .

The b oa rd ha d t hei r a t -
t orn ey  dra w  up  a n  a greem en t ,  
a n d t he res i den t  w a s  v ery  
up s et  a b out  a  t erm i n a t i on  
cla us e i n  t he a greem en t .  H e 
w a s  con cern ed t ha t  a  f ut ure 
b oa rd w ould f orce hi m  t o 
m ov e hi s  s t ruct ure i f  t hey  s o 
des i red.  The b oa rd m ov ed t o 
rem ov e t he cla us e a n d m a ke 
a  coup le ot her cha n ges ,  p en d-
i n g la w y er a p p rov a l.

A ls o a s  a  f ollow -up  f rom  
t he p rev i ous  m eet i n g,  R oa d 
E n gi n eer K ev i n  K rueger p re-
s en t ed q uot es  t o a dd a  dra i n -
a ge s y s t em  t o a  p rop ert y  on  
2 3 3 rd A v e.  N W  t o help  p re-
v en t  w a t er collect i n g on  t he 
roa d.  A  q ues t i on  w a s  ra i s ed 
a b out  t he lega li t y  of  com -
p let i n g t he p roj ect ,  how ev er,  
a s  t he t ow n s hi p  does  n ot  cur-
ren t ly  m a i n t a i n  t he roa d,  a n d 
p erf orm i n g t he w ork m a y  
i n di ca t e t hey  a re t a ki n g re-
s p on s i b i li t y  f or i t .  The b oa rd 
deci ded t o a s k t hei r a t t orn ey  
a b out  i t .

A  res i den t  w ho li v es  
n ex t  t o t he E a gle L a ke Boa t  
L a n di n g a ls o a s ked f or a n  
ea s em en t  s o he could b ui ld 
a n ot her hous e on  hi s  la n d.  H e 
req ues t ed t o ha v e a cces s  t o 
hi s  ow n  p rop ert y ,  a cros s  t he 
t ow n s hi p ’ s  ea s em en t ,  t o help  
m ov e t he p roces s  a lon g.  The 
res i den t  w a s  gi v en  a  f ew  op -
t i on s  t o p urs ue,  b ut  n o f orm a l 
a ct i on  w a s  t a ken .

I n O th er B usiness,
th e B oard:
•  D i s cus s ed a n  old s a f et y  

dep os i t  b ox ;
•  H ea rd a n  up da t e on  

t ow n s hi p  I T,  i n cludi n g t ha t  
b oa rd m em b ers  ha v e n ow  a ll 
recei v ed t hei r n ew  t a b let s  f or 
t ow n s hi p  w ork;

•  R ecei v ed a  gra n t  f rom  
t he coun t y  rei m b urs i n g t hem  
$ 9 , 0 0 0  f or R ecy cle D a y  cos t s ;

•  A ccep t ed a n  i n crea s e i n  
lega l f ees  f rom  t hei r a t t orn ey ;

•  H ea rd a n  up da t e re-
ga rdi n g t he p ra i ri e a rea  n ea r 
t ow n  ha ll,  w hi ch i s  doi n g 
w ell;

Local organizations approach Orrock for assistance

C r i t i cs  b ra n ded hi m  
di v i s i v e.  C ri t i cs  b ra n ded 
hi m  con t rov ers i a l.  C ri t i cs  
b ra n ded hi m  con s p i ra t ori a l 
a nd ha t ef ul.

O ne  cri t i c br a nde d hi m  
w ort hy of  dea t h.

O n  W edn es da y  of  t hi s  
w eek,  a ct i v i s t ,  a ut hor,  a n d 
m edi a  p ers on a li t y  C ha rli e 
K i rk w a s  a s s a s s i n a t ed a t  a  
ra lly  he a s s em b led on  t he 
ca m p us  of  t he U t a h V a lley  
U n i v ers i t y .  A s  t he w ords ,  
“ t ra n s gen der s hoot ers ,  m a s s  
s hoot ers ,”  exi t ed hi s  m out h 
duri n g a  Q & A ,  a  s hot  ra n g 
out  a n d K i rk crum p led t o 
t he groun d w i t h b lood gus h-
i ng f rom  hi s  ne ck w ound.

H e w a s  w ea ri ng a  s i m -
p le t -s hi rt  t ha t  rea d,  “ F ree-
dom ” .

F i rs t  a  s hoot i n g a t  A n -
n un ci a t i on  C hurch i n  M i n -
n ea p oli s  t hen  a  s t a b b i n g 
i n  C ha rlot t e a n d n ow  t he 
s la ught er of  a  y oun g m a n ,  
hus ba nd a nd f a t her.

W ha t  t he hell i s  goi n g 
on i n t hi s  w orld?  

S om e a re s a y i n g i t  
w a s  a  p rof es s i on a l hi t .  A  
2 0 0  y a rd s hot  t ha t  p reci s e?  
S om e s a y  t he s hoot er w a s  
a i m i n g f or t he hea d a n d 
m i s s ed. I  s a y t hey s hot  hi m  
ex a ct ly  w here t hey  w a n t ed 
t o.  I n  t he t hroa t  t o s i len ce 
hi s  v oi ce.  The en em y  i s  
goi ng f or our t hroa t s .

A f t er t he A nnun ci a t i on 
m urder s p ree,  p un di t s  a n d 
p oli t i ci a n s  s t a rt ed s crea m -
i n g f or gun  con t rol.  S o 
w ha t  ha ppe ns ?  A  m a n us es  
a  p ocket  kn i f e t o s li t  t he 
t hroa t  of  a  y oun g w om a n  
on  a  t ra i n .  W here a re t he 
kni f e cont rol ca m pa i gne rs ?   
W hen  w i ll p eop le get  i t  
t hrough t hei r hea ds  i t s  n ot  
t he w ea p on  t ha t  i s  ki lli n g 
t hes e pe opl e i t ’ s  t he pe rs on 
be hi nd i t ?

K i rk w a s  a s s a s s i n a t ed 
not  i n a  pr i va t e t hea t er box 
or a  b a ck room  of  a  hot el.  
H e w a s  m urdered on  a  pub -
li c s t a ge w here ev ery b ody  
i n  t he a udi en ce ha d ey es  
on hi m . V ery s i m i la r t o t he 
J F K  ki lli ng. V ery s i m i la r t o 
t he a t t em pt ed a s s a s s i na t i on 
of  D ona ld Trum p l a s t  ye a r.

Thos e w ho ha v e b een  
s crea m i n g f or gun  con t rol 
a n d  regula t i on s  a n d w ho 
t hen  t urn  a roun d a n d cele-

br a t e t he dea t h of  s om eone  
t hey  ha t e. . .  y ou a re w ha t ’ s  
w ron g w i t h t hi s  coun t ry .  
Y ou a re w ha t ’ s  w rong w i t h 
t hi s  w orld.

W hen  p eop le hea rd 
D J T b la m e t he “ ra di ca l 
lef t ”  f or K i rk’ s  m urder,  
pr ogres s i ve s  a nd t he m edi a  
w ere up  i n  a rm s  a b out  hi s  
choi ce of  w ords . C hoi ce of  
w ords ?  W ha t  a b out  w hen  
O b a m a  ca lled con s erv a -
t i v es  “ b i t t er A m eri ca n s  w ho 
cli ng t o t hei r guns  a nd t hei r 
reli gi on . ”  W ha t  a b out  t he 
w ords  f rom  H i lla ry C li nt on 
w ho ca lled con s erv a t i v es ,  
“ a n  i rredeem a b le b a s ket  of  
dep lora b les ” ?  W ha t  a b out  
J oe Bi den  ca lli n g con s er-
v a t i v es ,  “ t he dregs  of  s oci -
et y ” ?  W ha t  a b out  M a x i n e 
W a t ers  t elli n g her con s t i t -
uen t s  t o “ ha ra s s  ( con s er-
v a t i v es )  i n  res t a ura n t s  a n d 
grocery s t ores ” ?

A n d w ha t  a b out  G ov .  
Ti m  W a lz  j us t  m on t hs  a go 
t elli ng hi s  f ollow ers  t o  “ be  
a  li t t le m ea ne r” ?

W ell,  on e of  t hos e li s -
t en ers  t ook t o hea rt  t hos e 
com m a n ds  a n d s i len ced a  
m a n j us t  s t a ndi ng up f or hi s  
b eli ef s  a n d t ry i n g t o op en  
t he eye s  of  t oda y’ s  yout h.

L ea v i n g t hi s  s i ck,  cor-
rup t  w orld m a y  n ot  b e t he 
t ra gedy i t  a ppe a rs  t o be  f or 
Charlie Kirk. He fulfilled 
hi s  dut y  on  ea rt h a n d i s  n ow  
s t a n di n g w i t h hi s  S a v i or 
w hos e w ords  a re,  “ ‘ W ell 
done , good a nd f a i t hf ul s er-
va nt .”

N ow  t hos e a re w ords  
t ha t  ca nnot  be  s i lenc ed.

“ T he further a society  
drifts from the truth,  the 
more it will hate those who 
speak i t.”  

—  G eorge  O rwell. 

Ticking Time Bombs

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor/Writer

A MEMBER OF THE ANN LAKE ASSOCIATION asked the Or-
rock Town Board for possible assistance. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)



Area News

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts & More!

We are now hiring 
 Trimmers - Will Train!
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!

Come along with Happy Trails Tours as we travel Southwest to Arizona and 
California on our 20 Day 2026 Motorcoach Winter Escape. SEVEN fabulous nights 
in Palm Springs and FIVE in Lake Havasu during peak season for snowbirds! From 
Joshua Tree National Park to the Oasis Camel Dairy Farm, you’ll experience all that 
Happy Trails is known for.... great tours with a few “out of the way” stops to keep 
you entertained! Add to this 29 meals. Contact Sandy. Email: happy_trails_tours@
yahoo.com. For more info: http://www.happytrailtours.com/

Winter Escape Trip

218-744-4159 (Major Credit Cards Accepted)

Palm Springs & Lake Havasu Feb 11-March 2, 2026

27 SEPTEMBER 2025, 10AM-5:30PM
WITH LUTEFISK & SWEDISH MEATBALL DINNER

Rejoice Lutheran Church
1155 County Road 75 Clearwater, MN 55320

RejoiceLutheranChurch.org

FESTIVALFall

Scan the QR Code or click image for info and to purchase dinner tickets TODAY!

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

ww w . eao f cm. co m

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

TIRES • APPLIANCES • TVS • MATTRESSES • LAPTOPS/COMPUTERS • FURNITURE • AND MORE

CITY OF CLEARWATER

.oin the City oJ Clear[ater Jor Clean�9p (ay� 6esidents are inZited to dispose oJ items too larKe
Jor reKYlar reJYse serZice. 1any items can Fe dropped oJJ at no cost. CharKes Jor tires� appliances
and e�[aste are listed online.

September 20th, 2025
8AM - 10AM

Public Works Maintenance Building
1275 County Road 75, Clearwater

Check�in [ill Fe at the driZe[ay entrance to the 4YFlic ;orks 1aintenance &YildinK.
4lease Jorm a line do[n CoYnty 6oad ��.

4rooJ oJ residency� sYch as a driZerƅs license� is reUYired.

PAYMENT: Cash or check only. No credit cards are accepted at this time.

No paint or oils will be accepted.

Clearwater City Hall, 605 CR 75 NW, Clearwater, MN 55320 | 320-558-2428 | www.clearwatercity.com

CCCCIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY OOOOOOOOFFFFFFF CCCLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRWWWWAAAATTTTTEEEERRCC RR

Ticket sales are limited to the number of ribs available 
Email at: biglakebtyr@gmail.com

Ticket sales @ 1 p.m.- Rib tasting @ 3 p.m.
Benefitting Big Lake Veterans, Service Members & their families 

50/50 raffle and silent auction

9TH ANNUAL 
BACKYARD BBQ 

COOKOFF!

Ribs for 
the Ribbon

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2025 @ Lakeside Park, Big Lake

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards
The Patriot is celebrating the past year with our first-ever 

“Reader’s Choice” awards for the best of Central Minnesota!

Keep your eyes peeled in the next couple weeks for a QR code 
that will direct you to a website with a survey of Central 

Minnesota’s best establishments! Stay tuned!

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards
Here is the QR Code to access the survey for Central MInnesota’s 
finest eateries, banks, auto mechanics, pizza, liquor store, drug 
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A  w on derf ul t i m e w a s  
ha d b y  a ll a t  t he 4 5 t h a n n ua l 
Becker A lum n i  L un cheon  
held a t  P eb b le C reek Thurs -
da y ,  S ep t .  4 .  The ev en t  ha d 
a  grea t  t urn out .  L un ch w a s  
s erv ed a n d f orm er Becker 
s t uden t s  en j oy ed v i s i t i n g.  

S erv i n g on  t he p la n n i n g 
com m i t t ee f or t he reun i on  
ev en t  w ere A udrey  O rt on ,  
P eggy  A n ders on ,  K ri s t i  
K elly ,  Ba rb  K n ut s on ,  Te-
res a  K olb i n ger a n d C hery l 
L a t ha m .  

CLASS OF 1965 CELEBRATED THEIR 60TH CLASS RE-
UNION THIS YEAR.  Longtime music teacher Mrs. Rupp, (101 
years young) was in attendance and shared a beautiful poem 
she composed! Pictured (left to right): Dale Cox, LeRoy Scha-
fer, Denny Dawson, Tom Woolhouse, Norman Jensen, Dale 
Hamner, front row: Virginia Brown Pappenfus, Colleen Henry 
Kiffmeyer, Nancy Shaw Fiereck, LaDonna Bowles Champion 
and Jerry Olson. (Submitted Photo).

45th Annual Becker Alumni 
Luncheon held at Pebble Creek 

KRISTI (GILYARD) KELLY served on the committee and is 
pictured helping register guests Marie Radeke Harwarth and 
Jane (Zindler) Anderson. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring.) 

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000
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Classifieds
AU TO MO B I L E S
G O T AN  U N WAN TE D  C AR ? ? ?  D O -
N ATE  I T TO  P ATR I O TI C  H E AR TS.
F a s t  f ree p i ck up .  P a t ri ot i c H ea rt s ’  p rogra m s  
help  v et era n s  f i n d w ork or s t a rt  t hei r ow n  
b us i n es s .  C a ll 2 4 / 7 :  1 -8 3 3 -4 8 5 -1 0 4 6 .  ( m cn )

G et a break on your tax es!  D on a t e y our ca r,  
t ruck,  or S U V  t o a s s i s t  t he b li n d a n d v i s ua lly  
i m p a i red.  A rra n ge a  s w i f t ,  n o-cos t  v ehi cle 
p i ckup  a n d s ecure a  gen erous  t a x  credi t  f or 
2 0 2 5 .  C a ll H eri t a ge f or t he Bli n d Toda y  a t  
1 -8 5 5  9 7 7 -7 0 3 0  t oda y !  ( m cn )

D onate your c ar,  truc k,  boat,  R V and 
m ore to sup p ort our v eterans!  S chedule 
a  F A S T,  F R E E  v ehi cle p i ckup  a n d recei v e 
a  t op  t a x  deduct i on !  C a ll V et era n  C a r D on a -
t i on s  a t  1 -8 8 8 -4 2 9 -2 3 3 1  t oda y !  ( m cn )

C AB L E / I N TE R N E T
AF F O R D AB L E  TV &  I N TE R N E T. I f  
y ou a re ov erp a y i n g f or y our s erv i ce,  ca ll n ow  
f or a  f ree q uot e a n d s ee how  m uch y ou ca n  
s a v e!  1 -8 3 3 -4 7 2 -7 9 5 4 .  ( m cn )

D I R E C TV-  All your entertainm ent. N oth -
ing  on your roof !  S i gn  up  f or D i rect v  a n d get  
y our f i rs t  t hree m on t hs  of  M a x ,  P a ra m oun t + ,  
S how t i m e,  S t a rz ,  M G M +  a n d C i n em a x  i n -
cluded.  C hoi ce p a cka ge $ 8 4 . 9 9 / m o.  S om e 
res t ri ct i on s  a p p ly .  C a ll D I R E C TV  1 -8 6 6 -
2 9 6 -1 4 0 9 .  ( m cn )

F I N AN C I AL
I nf lation is at 4 0 - year h ig h s. I n t eres t  ra t es  
a re w a y  up .  C redi t  C a rds .  M edi ca l Bi lls .  C a r 
L oa n s .  D o y ou ha v e $ 1 0 k or m ore i n  deb t ?  
C a ll N A TI O N A L  D E BT R E L I E F  a n d f i n d 
out  how  t o p a y  of f  y our deb t  f or s i gn i f i ca n t ly  
les s  t ha n  w ha t  y ou ow e!  F R E E  q uot e:  C a ll 
1 -8 6 6 -5 5 2 -0 6 4 9 .  ( m cn )

H E AL TH  &  ME D I C AL
D E N TAL  I N SU R AN C E  f rom  P hy s i ci a n s  
M ut ua l I n s ura n ce C om p a n y .  C ov era ge f or 
4 0 0  p lus  p rocedures .  R ea l den t a l i n s ura n ce 
-N O T j us t  a  di s coun t  p la n .  D o n ot  w a i t !  C a ll 
n ow !  G et  y our F R E E  D en t a l I n f orm a t i on  K i t  
w i t h a ll t he det a i ls !  1 -8 5 5 -9 7 3 -9 1 7 5  w w w .
den t a l5 0 p lus . com / m i dw es t  # 6 2 5 8  ( m cn )

P O R TAB L E  O X Y G E N  C O N C E N TR A-
TO R  M a y  Be C ov ered b y  M edi ca re!  R e-
cla i m  i n dep en den ce a n d m ob i li t y  w i t h t he 
com p a ct  des i gn  a n d lon g-la s t i n g b a t t ery  of  
I n ogen  O n e.  F ree i n f orm a t i on  ki t !  C a ll 8 4 4 -
7 1 6 -2 4 1 1 .  ( m cn )

STO P  O VE R P AY I N G  F O R  H E AL TH  
I N SU R AN C E !  A  recen t  s t udy  s how s  t ha t  a  

m a j ori t y  of  p eop le s t ruggle t o p a y  f or hea lt h 
cov era ge.  L et  us  s how  y ou how  m uch y ou 
ca n  s a v e.  C a ll N ow  f or a  n o-ob li ga t i on  q uot e:  
1 -8 8 8 -7 7 2 -8 4 5 4 .  Y ou w i ll n eed t o ha v e y our 
z i p  code t o con n ect  t o t he ri ght  p rov i der.  
( m cn )

ATTE N TI O N  O X Y G E N  TH E R AP Y  
U SE R S!  D i s cov er O x y gen  Thera p y  Tha t  
M ov es  w i t h Y ou w i t h I n ogen  P ort a b le O x -
y gen  C on cen t ra t ors .  F R E E  i n f orm a t i on  ki t .  
C a ll 1 -8 3 3 -6 5 0 -5 9 1 6 .  ( m cn )

H O ME  SE R VI C E S
D on’ t P ay F or C ov ered H om e R ep airs 
Ag ain!  O ur hom e w a rra n t y  cov ers  A L L  
M A J O R  S Y S TE M S  A N D  A P P L I A N C E S .  
W e s t a n d b y  our s erv i ce a n d i f  w e ca n ’ t  f i x  
i t ,  w e’ ll rep la ce i t !  P i ck t he p la n  t ha t  f i t s  y our 
b udget !  C a ll:  1 -8 3 3 -8 1 6 -2 1 2 8 .
( m cn )

WATE R  &  F I R E  D AMAG E  R E STO -
R ATI O N .  O ur t rus t ed p rof es s i on a ls  w i ll 
res t ore y our hom e t o p rot ect  y our f a m i ly  a n d 
y our hom e’ s  v a lue!  C a ll 2 4 / 7 :  1 -8 3 3 -8 7 9 -
1 4 8 0 .  M old R em edi a t i on  s erv i ces  a re a ls o 
a v a i la b le!  ( m cn )

MI SC E L L AN E O U S
R eac h  ov er 1 .4  m illion h om es f or j ust 
$ 2 4 9 !  A dv ert i s e y our b us i n es s  or i t em  w i t h a  
cla s s i f i ed a d i n  t he M i dw es t  F ree C om m un i t y  
P a p ers .  S i m p le,  cos t -ef f ect i v e,  a n d p ow erf ul.  
O n e ca ll,  a n d y ou’ re don e!  Boos t  y our v i s i -
b i li t y  n ow !  8 8 8 -8 9 9 -6 3 2 7 .  ( m cn )

SunSetter. Am eric a’ s N um ber O ne Aw -
ning !  I n s t a n t  s ha de a t  t he t ouch of  a  b ut t on .  
Tra n s f orm  y our deck or p a t i o i n t o a n  out door 
oa s i s .  U p  t o 1 0 -y ea r li m i t ed w a rra n t y .  C a ll 
n ow  a n d S A V E  $ 3 5 0  t oda y !  1 -8 5 5 -4 6 2 -
2 3 3 0 .  ( m cn )

N E E D  N E W F L O O R I N G ?  C a ll t oda y  t o 
s chedule a  F R E E  i n -hom e es t i m a t e on  C a r-
p et i n g &  F loori n g.  C a ll Toda y !  1 -8 3 3 -6 4 1 -
6 3 2 3 .  ( m cn )

I N J U R E D  I N  AN  AC C I D E N T?  D on ’ t  
A ccep t  t he i n s ura n ce com p a n y ’ s  f i rs t  of f er.  
M a n y  i n j ured p a rt i es  a re en t i t led t o ca s h s et -
t lem en t s  i n  t he $ 1 0 0 0 ’ s .  G et  a  f ree ev a lua t i on  
t o s ee w ha t  y our ca s e i s  rea lly  w ort h.  1 0 0 %  
F ree E v a lua t i on .  C a ll N ow :  1 -8 3 3 -8 7 9 -1 5 3 4 .  
( m cn )

P rep are f or p ow er outag es today w ith  a 
G enerac  H om e Standby G enerator. A ct  
n ow  t o recei v e a  F R E E  5 -Y ea r w a rra n t y  w i t h 
q ua li f y i n g p urcha s e.  C a ll 1 -8 7 7 -2 2 8 -5 7 8 9  

t oda y  t o s chedule a  f ree q uot e.  I t ’ s  n ot  j us t  a  
gen era t or.  I t ’ s  a  p ow er m ov e.  ( m cn )

N O  MO R E  C L E AN I N G  O U T G U T-
TE R S. G ua ra n t eed!  L ea f F i lt er i s  b a cked b y  
a  n o-clog gua ra n t ee a n d li f et i m e t ra n s f erra -
b le w a rra n t y .  C a ll t oda y  1 -8 5 5 -5 7 7 -1 2 6 8  t o 
s chedule a  F R E E  i n s p ect i on  a n d n o ob li ga -
t i on  es t i m a t e.  P lus  get  7 5 %  of f  i n s t a lla t i on  
a n d a  b on us  $ 2 5 0  di s coun t !  L i m i t ed t i m e 
on ly .  R es t ri ct i on s  a p p ly ,  s ee rep res en t a t i v e 
f or w a rra n t y  a n d of f er det a i ls .  ( m cn )

Th e bath room  of  your dream s in as lit-
tle as 1  day. L i m i t ed Ti m e O f f er - $ 1 0 0 0  
of f  or N o P a y m en t s  a n d N o I n t eres t  f or 1 8  
m on t hs  f or cus t om ers  w ho q ua li f y .  BC I  Ba t h 
&  S how er.  M a n y  op t i on s  a v a i la b le.  Q ua li t y  
m a t eri a ls  &  p rof es s i on a l i n s t a lla t i on .  S en i or 
&  M i li t a ry  D i s coun t s  A v a i la b le.  C a ll Toda y !  
1 -8 3 3 -6 1 8 -1 1 7 8 .  ( m cn )

R ep lac e your roof  w ith  th e best looking  
and long est lasting  m aterial steel f rom  
E rie Metal R oof s!  Three s t y les  a n d m ul-
t i p le colors  a v a i la b le.  G ua ra n t eed t o la s t  a  
li f et i m e!  L i m i t ed Ti m e O f f er- up  t o 5 0 %  of f  
i n s t a lla t i on  +  A ddi t i on a l 1 0 %  of f  i n s t a ll ( f or 
m i li t a ry ,  hea lt h w orkers  &  1 s t  res p on ders . )  
C a ll E ri e M et a l R oof s :  1 -8 4 4 -9 0 7 -2 3 8 6 .  
( m cn )

O v er $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in tim esh are debt and 
f ees c anc elled in 2 0 1 9 . G et  f ree i n f orm a -
t i on a l p a cka ge a n d lea rn  how  t o get  ri d of  
y our t i m es ha re!  F ree con s ult a t i on s .  O v er 4 5 0  
p os i t i v e rev i ew s .  C a ll 8 7 7 -3 2 6 -1 6 0 8 .  ( m cn )

R E AL  E STATE
WE  B U Y  H O U SE S f or C ash  AS- I S!  N o 
rep a i rs .  N o f us s .  A n y  con di t i on .  E a s y  p ro-
ces s :  C a ll,  get  ca s h of f er a n d get  p a i d.  C a ll 
t oda y  f or y our f a i r ca s h of f er:  1 -8 8 8 -7 1 5 -
0 5 1 3 .  ( m cn )

WAN T TO  B U Y
C ASH  P AI D  F O R  H I G H - E N D  ME N ’ S 
SP O R T WATC H E S!  R olex ,  Brei t li n g,  
O m ega ,  P a t ek P hi li p p e,  H euer,  D a y t on a ,  
G M T,  S ub m a ri n er a n d S p eedm a s t er.  C a ll 
1 -8 3 3 -6 4 1 -6 6 4 6 .  ( m cn )

WE  B U Y  VI N TAG E  G U I TAR S!  L ook-
i n g f or 1 9 2 0 -1 9 8 0  G i b s on ,  M a rt i n ,  F en der,  
G ret s ch,  E p i p hon e,  G ui ld,  M os ri t e,  R i cken -
b a cker,  P ra i ri e S t a t e,  D ’ A n geli co,  S t rom b erg.  
A n d G i b s on  M a n doli n s  /  Ba n j os .  1 -8 3 3 -6 4 1 -
7 0 2 8 .  ( m cn )
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MISCELLANEOUS

        
AGRICULTUREWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash o൵ er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash o൵ er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

ATTENTION FARMERS 
Seeing white mold in your  elds? 
Noticing SDS? Share your location 
and enter to win FREE soybean seeds 
for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 o൵  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist 
the blind and visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a 
generous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Obituaries

FRESH, HOT FRENCH FRIES. Hayes Farms, of Big Lake, pro-
vided a staggering amount of potatoes again this year at the 
Minnesota State Fair for Fresh French Fries - a vendor at the 
Minnesota State Fair known for its fresh-cut, gluten free fries. 
The Big Lake farm provides all the potatoes for the popular 
food booth. Inset photo: Grace Bugher is pictured near a pallet 
of Hayes potatoes on the state fairgrounds last week. (Patriot 
photos by Mary Nehring). 

Locally-grown ingredients 
featured at State Fair!

  D a vi d M . C urri e, a ge 93 
of  C lea r L a ke,  p a s s ed a w a y  
pe a cef ully s urrounde d by f a m -
i ly  a t  t he P i erz  V i lla  N urs i n g 
H om e on  S ep t em b er 4 ,  
2 0 2 5 .  F un era l S er-
vi ce w a s  a t  11: 00  
a . m . ,  Thurs da y ,  
S ep t em b er 1 1 ,  
2 0 2 5  a t  M a ry  
of  t he V i s i -
t a t i o n  C a t h-
oli c C hurch,  
Becker,  M N .  
V i s i t a t i on  w a s  
f rom  10: 00 a .m . 
–  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  a t  
church on  Thurs da y .  
R ev .  M i cha el K ellogg 
officiated. Burial took place at 
12 : 0 0 noon F ri da y , S ept em be r 
12 , 2 025 a t  E ly C em et ery, E ly, 
M i nn es ot a  w i t h M i li t a ry H on -
ors . S erv i ce w i t h D i gni t y pr o-
vi ded by F oley F une ra l H om e.

D a v i d M ors e C urri e w a s  
b orn  on  S ep t em b er 2 4 ,  1 9 3 1  
t o S i dn ey  a n d S elm a  C urri e.  
D a v e grew  up  i n  t he C lov er-
da le,  M N  a rea  a n d he gra d-
ua t ed f rom  H i n ckley  H i gh 
S chool i n  1 9 4 9 .   D a v e s erv ed 

our coun t ry  p roudly  i n  t he 
U n i t ed S t a t es  A rm y .   H e w a s  
a  com m erci a l t ruck dri v er 
a n d w a s  a  collect or of  ev ery -

t hi n g.   D a v e en j oy ed 
b i rd w a t chi n g,  cla s -

s i c coun t ry  a n d 
coun t ry  w es t ern  
m us i c a n d he 
w a s  dev ot ed 
t o hi s  f a m i ly. 

H e  i s  
s urv i v ed b y  
hi s  w i f e of  3 5  
y ea rs  M a ry ;  hi s  

chi ldren  G reg 
( L uc y )  C urr i e ,  

S t ev en  C urri e,  Te-
res a  C urri e, D a ni el C ur-

ri e,  C hery l ( R on )  Bi a li k;  s t ep  
chi ldren ,  R i ck ( D i a n e)  H a lv -
ers on ,  K en  ( J uli e)  H a lv ers on ,  
L ori  ( M a t t )  H ook;  s i s t er M a ry -
a n n  L un dorf f ;  2 1  gra n dchi l-
dren ;  2 2  grea t  gra n dchi ldren  
a n d m a n y  n i eces ,  n ep hew s  a n d 
ot her rela t i ve s . 

H e i s  pr eceded i n dea t h by 
his parents; first wife Millie 
L ou i n  1 9 8 7  of  R eed,  O kla -
hom a  a n d b rot her C on ra d 
C urri e. 

David M. Currie, 93
Clear Lake, MN

September 24, 1931 - September 4, 2025

C I TY  O F  B I G  L AK E
N O TI C E  O F  P U B L I C  H E AR I N G  F O R  A R E Q U E ST TO  

VAC ATE  E ASE ME N TS I N  B I G  L AK E  MAR K E TP L AC E  
SE C O N D  AD D I TI O N

Y ou a re hereby not i f i ed t ha t  t he Bi g L a ke C i t y C ounc i l w i ll hold 
a  p ubl i c hea ri ng t o cons i der va ca t i ng dra i na ge a nd ut i li t y ea s em ent s  
on  L ot  3, Block 1 a nd L ot  2, Block 1 of  t he Bi g L a ke M a rket pl a ce 
S econ d A ddi t i on .  N ew  dra i n a ge a n d ut i li t y  ea s em en t s  w i ll b e ded-
i ca t ed i n  t he Bi g L a ke C a r C on dos  F ourt h A ddi t i on  f i n a l p la t .  The 
hea ri n g w i ll b e held i n  t he Bi g L a ke C i t y  H a ll C oun ci l C ha m b ers  
loca t ed a t  1 6 0  L a ke S t reet  N ort h on  Wednesday Sep tem ber,  2 4 ,  
20 25, at  or about 6: 00 p .m . or s hort ly t herea f t er.

A ppl i ca nt :  D a n S j obl om , 733 M a rque t t e A ve nue  S out h, M i nne -
a p oli s , M N  55402

O w n er:  J ef f  Ben z i n ger,  Ben z i n ger P rop ert i es ,  I n c. ,  2 0 4 0 1  
C ount y R oa d 81, S ui t e 100, R ogers , M N  55374 

L oca t i on :  S out hw es t  of  t he i n t ers ect i on  of  1 9 8 t h A v en ue a n d 
16 8t h S t reet

P I D :  #65- 00534- 01 10 a nd 65- 00534- 01 15

R eque s t ( s ) :  A  va ca t i on of  dra i na ge a nd ut i li t y ea s em ent s  on L ot  
3,  Block 1 a nd L ot  2, Block 1 of  t he Bi g L a ke M a rket pl a ce S econd 
A ddi t i on. 

I f  y ou des i re t o b e hea rd i n  ref eren ce t o t hi s  m a t t er,  y ou a re 
en coura ged t o a t t en d t he s cheduled p ub li c m eet i n g or s ub m i t  w ri t -
t en  com m en t s  t o C i t y  H a ll p ri or t o t he hea ri n g.  C om m en t s  ca n  b e 
em a i led t o C on s ult a n t  P la n n er K en dra  L i n da hl,  A I C P  a t  klindahl@
landform.net or m a i led t o C i t y H a ll a t  160 L a ke S t reet  N ort h. 
/ s /  K endr a  L i nda hl, A I C P
C ons ult i ng C i t y P la nne r
C i t y of  Bi g L a ke
( P ubl i s hed i n t he Patriot:  09/ 13/ 25.)

Public Notices
SE C TI O N  00 1 1 13 

AD VE R TI SE ME N T F O R  B I D S
2025 B I G  L AK E  H I G H  SC H O O L  P O O L  

H VAC  I MP R O VE ME N TS
501 M I N N E SO TA AVE N U E  E AST
B I G  L AK E , MI N N E SO TA 55309

I n dep en den t  S chool D i s t ri ct  # 7 2 7  - Bi g L a ke S chools  w i ll re-
cei ve  s i ngl e pr i m e s ea led bi ds  f or 2025 Bi g L a ke H i gh S chool P ool 
H V A C  I m p rov em en t s  un t i l 1 0 : 0 0  a . m .  loca l t i m e on  O ct ob er 1 4 ,  
2025  a t  t he D i s t ri ct  O f f i ce - E nt ra nc e J , 701 M i nne s ot a  A ve nue  E a s t , 
Bi g L a ke, M i nne s ot a  55309 , a t  w hi ch t i m e a nd pl a ce a ll bi ds  w i ll be  
publ i cly ope ne d a nd r ea d a loud.

Bi ddi n g docum en t s ,  i n cludi n g t he P rop os a l F orm ,  D ra w i n gs  a n d 
S pe ci f i ca t i ons , w i ll be  on f i le a t  t he M i nne s ot a  Bui lders  E xc ha nge ;  
M cG ra w  H i ll C ons t ruct i on/ D odge P la n C ent er;  R eed C ons t ruct i on;  
i S q F t  P la n  R oom  ( S t .  P a ul,  M N ) ,  The Blue Book Bui ldi n g a n d 
C on s t ruct i on  N et w ork;  a n d f rom  P la n W ell a t https://order.e-arc.
com/arcEOC/x_project.asp?de=54BD1E5B-B8CF-42F3-8D80-
C4390340EA22.

A  p re-b i d m eet i n g w i ll b e held a t  Bi g L a ke H i gh S chool,  5 0 1  
M i n n es ot a  A v en ue E a s t ,  Bi g L a ke,  M i n n es ot a  5 5 3 0 9  a t  9 : 0 0  a . m .  
on S ept em be r 30, 2025. V i s i t ors  m us t  check i n a t  t he m a i n ent ra nc e 
w i t h a  va li d S t a t e I D . A t t enda nc e t o t he m eet i ng i s  not  requi red, but  
hi ghly  recom m ende d.

Thi s  pr oj ect  i nc ludes :      repl a cem ent  of  t he exi s t i ng pool  H V A C  
s ys t em , l i ght i ng upgr a des , a nd a s s oci a t ed a rchi t ect ura l w ork.     

A m eri ca n  R ep rogra p hi cs  C om p a n y ,  4 7 3 0  P a rk G len  R oa d,  S t .  
L oui s  P a rk, M i nne s ot a  55416 ( 952)  697- 8800, f a cs i m i le ( 952)  697-
8803 w i ll pr ovi de com pl et e dow nl oa da b le s et s  of  t he Bi ddi ng D oc-
um en t s  t o p ros p ect i v e b i dders  a n d s ub con t ra ct ors .  The dow n loa ds  
w i ll be  a va i la bl e S ept em be r 18, 2025 . A  depos i t  check i n t he a m ount  
of  $ 2 5  m a de out  t o A R C  f or ea ch s et  dow n loa ded v i a  t he i n t ern et  
a t  https://www.e-arc.com/location/st-louis-park/ a nd cli cki ng on t he 
P la n W ell i con ,  t hen  t he P ub li c P la n  R oom  i con ,  s elect    2 0 2 5  Bi g L a ke 
H i gh S chool P ool H V A C  I m pr ove m ent s   .

M a ke p rop os a ls  on  t he b i d f orm s  s up p li ed i n  t he P roj ect  M a n ua l.  
N o ora l, t elegra phi c or t elephoni c pr opos a ls  or m odi f i ca t i ons  w i ll be  
con s i dered.  S ub m i t  w i t h ea ch b i d,  a  cert i f i ed check or a ccep t a b le b i d-
der’ s  bond pa ya bl e t o I nde pe nde nt  S chool D i s t ri ct  #727 - Bi g L a ke 
S chools  i n a n a m ount  equa l t o f i ve  pe rcent  ( 5% )  of  t he t ot a l bi d. The 
s ucces s f ul bi dder w i ll be  requi red t o f urni s h s a t i s f a ct ory L a bor  a nd 
M a t eri a l P a ym ent  Bond, a nd P erf orm a nc e Bond.

Bi ds  m a y  n ot  b e w i t hdra w n  w i t hi n  t hi rt y  ( 3 0 )  da y s  a f t er t he 
s cheduled t i m e of  op en i n g b i ds ,  w i t hout  t he con s en t  of  t he O w n er.  
The O w ne r res erve s  t he ri ght  t o a ccept  a ny bi d or t o rej ect  a ny or a ll 
bi ds , or pa rt s  of  s uch bi ds , a nd w a i ve  i nf orm a li t i es  or i rregula ri t i es  
i n bi ddi ng.

The O w ne r requi res  S ubs t a nt i a l C om pl et i on of  t he pr oj ect  on or 
be f ore M a rch 20, 2026 .
Boa rd of  E duca t i on
I nde p ende nt  S chool D i s t ri ct  #727 -  Bi g L a ke S chools
( P ubl i s hed i n t he Patriot:  09/ 13/ 25, 09/ 20/ 25.)

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

D uri n g t hei r S ep t em -
b er m eet i n g,  t he P a lm er 
Tow n s hi p  Boa rd s a i d t hey  
w ere goi n g t o t a ckle a n  
i s s ue on  5 2 n d A v e.  duri n g 
t he rem a i n der of  t he con -
s t ruct i on s ea s on . 

There w a s  a  b low out  
ea rli er i n  t he y ea r on  5 2 n d 
Ave. They tried filling it, 
b ut  i t  w a s  i n  a  s i m i la r b a d 
s t a t e a ga i n  a  f ew  w eeks  
la t er.  The b oa rd s en t  out  
bid requests to fix the road 
p rop erly .  They  ha d hea rd 
t ha t  roa d w ork w a s  be com -
i n g a  b i t  s ca rce t ow a rd t he 
en d of  t he s ea s on .  K n i f e 
R i v er b i d f or t he w ork ca m e 
i n  a t  j us t  ov er $ 1 3 8 , 0 0 0 ,  
un der t he boa rd’ s  es t i m a t e.

The Bri gg’ s  C reek cul-

v ert  rep la cem en t  i s  s la t ed 
f or t he en d of  t he m on t h.  
The b oa rd a ckn ow ledged 
t ha t  t he t i m i ng w a s n’ t  grea t  
w i t h s chool b ei n g i n  s es -
s i on, but  t hey di d not  w a nt  
t o p os t p on e t he w ork f or 
ne xt  ye a r.

The b oa rd n ot ed t ha t  
m ow i n g w a s  don e f or t he 
s ea s on ,  a n d b rus hi n g w a s  
ne a rly done .

Sh erif f ’ s R ep ort
S g t .  Z a w a cki  ga v e 

t he s heri f f ’ s  rep ort  f or t he 
m on t h of  A ugus t .  H e re-
p ort ed on  8 5  ca lls  f or s er-
vi ce, i nc ludi ng one  D W I , a  
m a i lb ox  da m a ge,  on e i n j ury  
from a house fire, and three 
traffic complaints - one of 
w hi ch i nvol ve d s om e A TV  
a n d di rt  b i ke ri ders  b ei n g 
reckles s .

L akes R ep ort
The a n nua l m eet i ng  f or 

m em b ers  of  t he la kes  i m -
p rov em en t  com m i t t ee w a s  
held i n  A ugus t .  The m em -
be rs  vot ed t o s et  t he a nnua l 
f ee a t  $ 7 4 . 5 2 .  There a re a  
coup le of  op en i n gs  on  t he 
boa rd f or a nyone  i nt eres t ed 
i n r unni ng. 

C a rp  t ra p s  w i ll b e s et  
out  s oon. 

I n O th er B usiness, 
th e B oard:  
•  H ea rd t he p a rk rep ort ;
•  R ep ort ed t ha t  t he 

N ort hern  R eli a b i li t y  P roj ect  
ha d s i gne d pe rm i t s  w i t h t he 
t ow ns hi p a llow i ng t he pr oj -
ect  t o us e t ow ns hi p r oa ds ;

•  U pda t ed w hi ch m em -
be rs  w ere a llow ed a cces s  t o 
t he s a f et y de pos i t  box;

� Heard the fire report, 
w hi ch i nc luded 79 ca lls  f or 
s erv i ce. 

Palmer Twp. squeezes in one 
last road project for season

Submitted Article

A  Ben t on  C oun t y  j ury  
on  Thurs da y  con v i ct ed a  
G len dora do m a n  of  n um er-
ous  f elon i es ,  i n cludi n g s ev en  
coun t s  of  a t t em p t ed m ur-
der of a police officer, for a 
s hoot i n g i n  2 0 2 3  t ha t  i n j ured 
five members of the Sher-
b urn e C oun t y  D rug Ta s k 
F orce,  s a i d S heri f f  J oel Brot t .

K a rl Thom a s  H olm b erg,  
6 6 ,  a ls o w a s  con v i ct ed of  a s -
s a ult  a n d drug cha rges .

“ W e a re gra t ef ul f or t he 
v erdi ct ,  a n d w e hop e t hi s  
s en ds  a  m es s a ge t ha t  t he 
reckles s  v i olen ce he chos e 
t ha t  da y  ca n n ot  b e t olera t ed, ”  
Brot t  s a i d.

M em b ers  of  t he S her-
b urn e C oun t y  D rug Ta s k 
F orce i n  O ct ob er 2 0 2 3  w en t  
t o a  hom e i n  G len dora do 
Tow n s hi p  w i t h a  n a rcot i cs  
s ea rch w a rra n t .  A f t er kn ock-
i n g a n d a n n oun ci n g t hey  ha d 
a  w a rra n t ,  Ta s k F orce m em -
b ers  en t ered H olm b erg’ s  
res i den ce.  H olm b erg i m m e-
diately began firing gunshots 
a t  Ta s k F orce m em b ers ,  hi t -
ting five officers.

Jury convicts 
Holmberg

They  lef t  t he hom e a n d 
ca lled n egot i a t ors ,  w ho hours  
la t er con v i n ced H olm b erg t o 
com e out s i de.

One of the officers shot 
duri n g t he i n ci den t  w a s  hos -
p i t a li z ed f or hi s  i n j uri es .  
Other officers were spared 
significant injuries because 
t hey  w ere w ea ri n g b ody  
a rm or.

“ Thi s  i n ci den t  hi ghli ght s  
t he p ot en t i a l da n gers  la w  en -
forcement officers face every 
da y , ”  Brot t  s a i d.  “ W e a re 
ex t rem ely  f ort un a t e t ha t  t he 
i n j uri es  s us t a i n ed b y  t hes e 
brave officers were not more 
s eri ous . ”

S herb urn e C oun t y  D rug 
Ta s k F orce i s  com p ri s ed of  
dep ut i es  f rom  S herb urn e 
C oun t y  a n d of f i cers  f rom  
t he E lk R i v er a n d P ri n cet on  
p oli ce dep a rt m en t s .  Ben t on  
C oun t y  dep ut i es  a s s i s t ed w i t h 
t he ex ecut i on  of  t he i n i t i a l 
w a rra n t .

S heri f f  Brot t  w a n t s  t o 
t ha n k a ll of  t he la w  en f orce-
m en t  a gen ci es  t ha t  res p on ded 
t o t he s hoot i n g a s  w ell a s  a ll 
a gen ci es  t ha t  i n v es t i ga t ed i t  
a n d p ros ecut ed t he s us p ect .
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Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 14TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 21ST@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sh erburne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Thank You
Palmer Day could not happen without the gener-

osity of our many sponsors. The Palmer Day commit-
tee would like to thank the following businesses and 
individuals, as well as all of those who participated in 
the parade and volunteered to make the day a success.

GOLD SPONSORS: A & L Peterson Farms Inc., A One Concrete, Inc, All 4 Seasons (Rich Schneider), 
American Family Insurance (Amy Chmielewski), Archcraft Exteriors, B & J Evergreen, Brian Goenner, Brickyard 
Bar & Grill, Briggs Lake Chain Association, Briggs Lake General Store, Briggs Lake Liquor, Busse Septic and 
Plumbing, Central Minnesota Sawing, LLC, CHUBACO, Clear Lake Lions, Clearwater Travel Plaza, Clint’s 
Excavating, LLC, Country Lumber, INC, Coyote Moon Grille & Territory Golf Club, Demeules Family, Diane & 
Tim Arnold, DOJO Karate Maple Grove, Driveway Services Generaal Contracting, Eddie’s Auto Repair, Exterior 
Pro, Inc, Gary Gray, Grand Irrigation, Granite Ridge Family Farms, Gretchen Huwe, Hannon Trucking, LLC, 
Hasty Truck Stop, Herbst Excavating, Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Hubbard Electric, Inc, Jan’s Tree Farm, 
John Koubsky Construction, Kozak Farms, Lilah and Max Moorhouse, MJS Dirtworks, McDonald’s Meats, Meis 
Outland, Melissa Koubsky - C B Realty, Murphy Chevrolet, New Horizons Tree And Landscaping, Palmer House, 
Pekarek Utilities Midwest INC, Phil Podbevsek & Kathy Rapacz, Prairie Edge Casino, Rengel Printing, Rinke-
Noonan, LTD, Royal Renovations, S & T Machining and Welding, Inc, Sherburne State Bank, Specialized Auto 
Glass, Territory Golf Course, Travis Williams - State Farm Insurance, Universal Stainless, Inc, Walks-on-Water, 
Inc, Waste Management, Westre’s Marine & Sport, Williams Dingman Family Funeral Home, WVAL 800 AM

SILVER SPONSORS: All Star Embroidery, Anderson Flooring, Arnold’s of St. Cloud, Inc, Becker Massage, 
Becker True Value, Bogart, Pederson and Associates INC, Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers, Briggs Lake 
Nursey, Briggs Lake Storage, C & L Distributing, Centra Sota Co-op, Chad’s Auto Repair, Charlie’s Sports Bar 
& Grill, Clear Lake American Legion 354, Coborns Marketplace - Clearwater, El Rancho Manana, Felix & Rose 
Schmiesing, Fiedlers Your Pumping Specialists, Inc, Flintstones Lounge, Gilleland Chevrolet - Cadillac, Gohman 
Karie, Mark, Gohmann Supply LLC, Goodfellas Bar & Grill, Haus Construction, Inc, Heaney, Kathleen, Jeff & 
Char Bloss, Judy Ganz, Jurek Carrier Services LLC, Knife River Corporation, Knights of Columbus - St. Lawrence, 
Lakes Gas Co., Lakeside Specialties - Dee Punton, Larry & Marlene Voigt, Larson Towing, Lonnie & Karen 
Kornovich, Mainstay Insurance (Mike Sand), Mark & Karen Rinehart, Moe Agency, Inc, Nelson Sanitation & 
Rental, LLC, Norms Farm Market, North Benton Dental Care PA, Pebble Creek Golf Course, Red’s Auto Electric, 
Inc, Traut Wells, Troy & Amity Felton/Keller Williams Realty, Varty’s Greenhouse, Wild Marsh Sporting Clays, 
Wruck Exvacating

BRONZE SPONSORS: Bloom Shack, Dairy Queen, J’s Junction, Jack & Jims Restaurant, Rainbow Gardens

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd
Open 9am - 7pm

Tomatoes, Peppers, Cabbage, Pickling 
Cucumbers & Dill, Sweet Corn, Beets, 

Carrots, Fall Raspberries and Strawberries

It’s canning 
season!

Svih el V eget ab le F arm

Seasonal

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Bi g L a ke b oy s  v a r-
s i t y  cros s -coun t ry  t ea m  t ook 
t hi rd of  1 1  t ea m s  p lus  i n di -
vidual runners from five other 
s chools  a t  t he M on t i cello I n -
v i t a t i on a l a t  Bert ra m  C ha i n  
of  L a kes  R egi on a l P a rk S a t -
urda y .

The H orn et s  w ere led 
b y  s en i or G a v i n  F la v i n ,  w ho 
p la ced t hi rd i n  1 6 : 3 4 . 7 ,  j us t  
1 2  s econ ds  b a ck f rom  t he i n -
di v i dua l cha m p i on  D a w s on  
E ckerm a n  of  O s ceola .  F la v i n  
w a s  a lm os t  a  m i n ut e f a s t er 
t ha n  a  y ea r a go,  w hen  he ra n  
t he s a m e cours e i n  1 7 : 2 8 . 9 .

Tren t  E ri cks on  a ls o 
finished in the top 10 spots, 
cros s i n g t he li n e i n  ei ght h i n  
17:09.4.

Theo J ohns on pl a ced 
1 8 t h i n  1 7 : 4 4 . 9 .  J a ck S chm i dt  
w a s  2 6 t h i n  1 8 : 2 8 . 7  a n d E li  
Henning rounded out the first 
five scorers in 32nd place in 
1 8 : 4 1 . 5 .

M a x  Ba ron  ( 1 8 : 5 9 . 4 )  
a n d E li  S cha ller ( 1 9 : 3 5 . 8 )  
w ere Bi g L a ke’ s  s i x t h a n d 
seventh finishers.

The b oy s  recorded s i x  
s ea s on  b es t  t i m es  on  t he da y .

“ The b oy s  ha v e b een  
i n credi b ly  con s i s t en t ,  a n d 
w e li ke w here t hey  a re a t  
ri ght  n ow , ” s a i d C oa ch Todd 
Trut n a .  “ They ’ re  i n  grea t  
s ha p e t o keep  drop p i n g t i m e 
a s  t he s ea s on  m ov es  on . ”

F i n a l t ea m  s cores  w ere:  
S t .  M i cha el-A lb ert v i lle 4 7 ;  

Osceola 60; Big Lake 87; Sar-
t ell 1 1 2 ; ,  C a m b ri dge-I s a n t i  
1 3 4 ;  Tri n i t y  a t  R i v er R i dge 
1 6 5 ;  A n n a n da le 1 7 9 ;  R ogers  
202; Hutchinson 231; Saur 
R a p i ds -R i ce 3 2 2 .

G irls Sq uad
F or t he y oun g gi rls ’  

s q ua d,  n i n t h-gra der S ha y  
F ra n ce ha d a n ot her i m p res -
s i v e ra ce,  p la ci n g ei ght h i n  
20:24.0. She was over a min-
ut e f a s t er t ha n  her t i m e i n  t he 
P ri n cet on  I n v i t a t i on a l la s t  
week where she ran 21:30.3.

H a z el G ulds et h t ook 
4 4 t h i n  2 3 : 3 1 . 5 .  E ls i e J a g-
us ch w a s  4 5 t h i n  2 3 : 3 4 . 5 .  
Clara Devine finished 55th 
in 24:09 and  Aubri Judge 

took 64th in 26:09 to round 
out the five scorers. Chole 
H ow e ( 2 6 : 5 2 . 7 )  a n d A i n s ley  
McGuire (27.38.0) were Big 
L a ke’ s  s i x t h a n d s ev en t h run -
n ers .

A ll s ev en  run n ers  a re 
ei ght h or n i n t h gra ders .  E a ch 
ha d s ea s on -b es t  t i m es .

“ N o on e on  t hi s  s q ua d 
w a s  on  v a rs i t y  la s t  y ea r, ”  
s a i d C oa ch Trut n a .  “ They  a re 
get t i n g m ore com p et i t i v e a n d 
more confident every time 
t hey  t oe t he li n e. ”

The H orn et s  com p et ed 
i n  t he A n n a n da le I n v i t a t i on a l 
against 10 other teams Tues-
da y ,  res ult s  n ex t  w eek.

GAVIN FLAVIN (CENTER)
runs in the lead pack at the 
Monticello Invitational Satur-
day. The senior placed third 
and led the Hornet team to a 
third place finish. (Photo by 
Ken Francis.)

BL boys 3rd at Monticello CC Invitational

SHAY FRANCE makes the 
final turn toward the finish 
line at the Monticello Invita-
tional Saturday. The ninth-
grader took eighth in 20:24.0. 
(Photo by Ken Francis.)

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Bi g L a ke gi rls  s oc-
cer t ea m  con t i n ued i t s  s ea -
s on -op en i n g grea t  p la y  w i t h 
t w o m ore w i n s  ov er t he p a s t  
w eek.

S a t urda y ,  t he H orn et s  
blanked Rockford, 4-0 at 
hom e.  A ddi ly n n  H a lls t rom  
a n d H a dley  P ri es t  p ut  Bi g 
L a ke a hea d w i t h goa ls  i n  
the first half.

I t  w a s  s t i ll a  clos e ga m e 
un t i l ea rly  i n  t he s econ d 
ha lf ,  w hen  E m ers en  R uh-
la n d kn ocked i n  a  cros s i n g 
p a s s  w i t h 3 2 : 1 6  lef t  i n  t he 
ga m e.

P ri es t  a dded her s econ d 
goal with a 20-foot blast 
f rom  i n f ront  of  t he ne t  w i t h 
10:23 left for a 4-0 lead. 
The H orn et s  kep t  t he p res -
s ure on  t he res t  of  t he w a y  

a n d hi t  t he cros s b a r la t e 
in the game, with the final 
ending at 4-0.

P ri es t  ha d t w o goa ls  
a n d t w o a s s i s t s .  R uhla n d 
ha d a  goa l a n d a n  a s s i s t .  

H a lls t rom  s cored a  goa l.  
L i ly  R ei n os o got  her t hi rd 
s hut out  i n ne t .

HADLEY PRIEST heads towards the goal against Rockford 
during the second half Saturday. The eighth-grader had two 
goals in Big Lake’s 4-0 win. She also had two goals in Big Lake’s 
6-4 over Zimmerman Thursday. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

BL soccer girls win 2; off to a 6-1 start

SOCCER
to  page 6
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WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com
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suggested font: Arial

4 COLUMN x 5”
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7.708” x 5”

CA1121

7551 St at e St reet
Clear L ak e,  M N  55319
32 0-743-3000

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: Sept. 26, 2025

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Sundays, 3:30 
Sept 7-Oct. 26.

Call Deb 763-568-5558

JOIN US 
FOR CO-ED 
SOFTBALl

Free!

Big Lake Lions Park

Corn maze, hay rides & games 
The Barn boutique is filled with 

fall décor,  60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn 
and so much more!

9241 100th Ave SE, 
Clear Lake

Open Sept.1- Oct. 31
763-670-8995

9241 100th Ave SE, Clear Lake
Open Sept. 1- Oct. 31

763-670-8995

Corn Maze, hay rides & games
�e Barn Boutique is �lled 

with fall décor, 60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn and 
so much more!

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

L a s t  W edn es da y ,  t he 
Hornets suffered their first 
los s  of  t he s ea s on  i n  a  t i ght -
ly -p la y ed def en s i v e ga m e,  
1 -0  t o C hi s a go L a kes .  The 
W i ldca t s  s cored t he on ly  goa l 
of the game in the first half.

L a s t  Thurs da y ,  Bi g L a ke 
t ook a n  ea rly  lea d a n d held 
on  t o b ea t  Z i m m erm a n ,  6 -4  
a t  hom e.

The H orn et s  led,  4 -1  a t  
t he ha lf  b ut  t he Thun der kep t  
p res s i n g a n d m a de i t  a  clos er 
ga m e a f t er t he b rea k.

K y li e F ourn i er s cored a  
goa l.  P ri es t  ha d t w o goa ls  a n d 
a n  a s s i s t .  A ddy  H i t t er ha d t w o 
goa ls  a n d a n  a s s i s t  a n d P a i s -
lei gh W hi t e a dded a  goa l.

The H orn et s  a re n ow  
6 -1  a n d ha v e out s cored t hei r 
op p on en t s ,  3 0 -7 .  They  ha d 
roa d ga m es  a ga i n s t  C a m -
b ri dge-I s a n t i  a n d N ort h 
Bra n ch ov er t he p a s t  w eek 
a n d v i s i t  W a t ert ow n -M a y er 
t oda y  ( S a t urda y ) ,  res ult s  n ex t  
w eek.  They  hos t  M on t i cello 
Tues da y  a n d p la y  a t  S t .  C loud 
Tech F ri da y .

SOCCER
from  page 5

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

( W J O N  N ew s )  A  b oy  
w a s  hi t  b y  a  v ehi cle on  
H w y .  1 0  i n  Bi g L a ke la s t  
Thurs da y e ve ni ng.

The Bi g L a ke P oli ce 
D ep a rt m en t  s a y s  t he i n ci -
den t  ha p p en ed a t  a b out  5 : 1 5  
p.m .

P oli ce res p on ded t o 
rep ort s  of  a  v ehi cle v ers us  
a  pe des t ri a n cra s h a t  t he i n -
t ers ect i on  of  H w y .  1 0  a n d 
L a ke S t reet , w here t he boy 

ha d b een  s t ruck b y  a  p a s s -
i n g v ehi cle,  w hi ch ha d b een  
rep ort edly  t ra v eli n g w es t  
on t he hi ghw a y.

R e s p on di n g of f i cers  
i m m edi a t ely  help ed t he 
b oy ,  w ho w a s  t hen  t ra n s -
p ort ed t o C hi ldren ’ s  H os -
p i t a l f rom  t he s cen e of  t he 
cra s h.

The i dent i t y of  t he boy 
or hi s  con di t i on  i s  n ot  a v a i l-
a b le t o b e relea s ed a t  t hi s  
t i m e.  The S t a t e P a t rol s a y s  
he i s  1 1 ye a rs  old.

The M i n n es ot a  S t a t e 

P a t rol res p on ded a n d i s  
i n v e s t i ga t i n g t he cra s h.  
Officers and troopers are 
ga t heri ng i nf orm a t i on f rom  
w i t ne s s es .

The dri ve r of  t he ve hi -
cle s t op p ed a n d rem a i n ed 
on  s cen e a f t er t he cra s h.  
The dri v er i s  coop era t i n g 
w i t h a ut hori t i es .

The M i n n es ot a  S t a t e 
P a t rol i s  t he lea d i n v es t i ga t -
i n g a gen cy .  Thi s  rem a i n s  a n  
a ct i ve  a nd ongoi ng i nve s t i -
ga t i on.

Boy struck by vehicle in Big Lake

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

A  t w o-v ehi cle a cci den t  i n  C lea r 
L a ke Tw p .  Tues da y  a t  a roun d 7 : 3 0  
p . m .  s en t  on e dri v er t o t he hos p i t a l 
w i t h non l i f e-t hrea t eni ng i nj uri es .

A ccordi n g t o t he S herb urn e 
C oun t y  S heri f f ’ s  O f f i ce,  a  2 0 1 1  

F ord E s ca p e —  dri v en  b y  1 8 -y ea r-
old G ra ce I ren e Burda  of  C lea r L a ke 
—  w a s  cros s i n g ea s t b oun d H w y .  
1 0 ,  t urn i n g n ort h on t o 9 5 t h A v e.  A  
2 0 1 2  C hev y  S i lv era do —  dri v en  b y  
2 8 -y ea r-old C olet on  M a t t hew  J ohn -
s on  of  C lea rw a t er —  w a s  w es t b oun d 
on  H w y . 1 0  w hen  t he t w o v ehi cles  col-
li ded i n t he i nt ers ect i on.

Burda  w a s  i n j ured a n d t ra n s -

f erred t o S t . C loud H os pi t a l w i t h non 
li f e-t hrea t eni ng i nj uri es . J ohns on w a s  
uni nj ured. Bot h dri ve rs  w ere w ea ri ng 
s ea t b elt s  a n d t he roa d con di t i on  w a s  
dry. A lcohol w a s  not  i nvol ve d.

A s s i s t i ng a t  t he s cene  w ere S her-
bur ne  C S O  a nd C lea r L a ke F i re D ept .

Clear Lake woman hurt in crash

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

A  hom e i n  Bi g L a ke ha s  
b een  decla red a  p ub li c hea lt h 
n ui s a n ce.

D uri n g a  s p eci a l C om -
m un i t y  H ea lt h Boa rd m eet i n g 
a s  p a rt  of  la s t  w eek’ s  S her-
b urn e C oun t y  Boa rd m eet i n g,  
C om m un i t y  H ea lt h S erv i ces  
A dm i n i s t ra t or N i cole R uhof f  
s a i d la w  en f orcem en t  n ot i -
fied her regarding a home on 
H elen  W a y .

“ O n  M a rch 5  I  got  a  
ca ll f rom  loca l la w  en f orce-
m en t  t ha t  t hey  ha d di s cov -
ered a  cla n des t i n e la b  a n d t he 
hom eow n ers  w ere a rres t ed, ”  
s he s a i d.  “ The p reli m i n a ry  
a s s es s m en t  w a s  t ha t  D M T 
( D i m et hy lt ry p t a m i n e)  w a s  
b ei n g m a n uf a ct ured a t  t ha t  
p rop ert y . ”

S he con s ult ed w i t h t hen  
C oun t y  A t t orn ey  K a t hleen  
H ea n ey .  They  a greed t he 
p rop ert y  s hould b e p os t ed.

S om e chem i ca ls  w ere 
rem ov ed f rom  t he p rop ert y ,  
a n d ot her chem i ca ls  w ere 
a ls o di s cov ered,  i n cludi n g 
m et ha m p het a m i n e,    clon a z -
ep a m ,  di a z ep a m ,  a lp ra z ola m ,  
coca i n e a n d v a ri ous  t y p es  of  
p i p es  a n d n eedles .

“ Ba s ed on  t ha t  i n f orm a -
tion, we felt confident that a 
p ub li c hea lt h n ui s a n ce di d 
ex i s t  a n d w e i s s ued a n  a b a t e-
m en t  let t er t o t he hom eow n -
ers , ”  s a i d R uhof f .

The C oun t y  H ea lt h de-
p a rt m en t  con s ult ed w i t h W es t  
C en t ra l E n v i ron m en t a l C on -
s ult a n t s  t o a s k a b out  a  p roces s  
f or m ov i n g f orw a rd.

“ W e t a lked w i t h t he M N  
D ep t .  of  H ea lt h,  E P A ,  M P C A  
b i oha z a rd s p eci a li s t s  a n d 
w ha t  w a s  det erm i n ed i s  m et h-
a m p het a m i n e res i due i s  us ed 
a s  a  p rox y  f or a n y  chem i ca ls  
us ed i n  i llega l m a n uf a ct ure.  
S o w e m ov ed f orw a rd w i t h 
t he a s s es s m en t  a n d t es t i n g of  
t ha t  p rop ert y . ”

S ev era l f i rm s  w ere 
con t a ct ed a b out  a b a t i n g t he 
p rop ert y  a n d q uot es  w ere re-
cei v ed.  N ow  t he hom eow n er 
i s  res p on s i b le f or t he cos t  of  
clea n up .  R uhof f  s a i d s he i s  
“not confident” that the home-
ow n er i s  ca p a b le of  cov eri n g 
clea n up  cos t s .  I n  t ha t  ca s e t he 
coun t y  m a y  ha v e t o m ov e f or-
w a rd w i t h t he a b a t em en t ,  t hen  
t ry  t o recoup  t he ex p en s es .

“ W e w ould get  i n  t he 
b us i n es s  of  clea n i n g up  i f  
t he p rop ert y  ow n er f a i ls  t o 
com p ly  w i t h t he s t a t ut ory  
n ot i ce. . . ”  s a i d A dm i n i s t ra t or 
Bruce M es s elt .  “ W e s hould 
b e t he la s t  res ort .  W e don ’ t  
b udget  f or t hes e t y p es  of  a c-
t i v i t i es . ”

The b oa rd p a s s ed a  res -
olut i on  t o a b a t e t he p rop ert y .

“This is definitely a thing 
w here w e don ’ t  w a n t  t o get  
i n t o t hi s .  But  y ou ha v e t o, ”  
s a i d  C om m i s s i on er G regg 
F elb er.  “ S om eb ody  ha s  cre-
a t ed a  t ox i c dum p  i n  t he m i d-
dle of  a  n ei ghb orhood a n d i f  
t hey  ca n ’ t  clea n  i t  up ,  w e’ re 
goi n g t o ha v e t o. ”

R ec ord Storag e 
P olic y
The b oa rd a p p rov ed a  

p oli cy  f or lon g-t erm  record 
s t ora ge.  P ri or t o t he 2 0 1 8  
b ui ldi n g p roj ect ,  lon g-t erm  
docum en t s  w ere s t ored a t  t he 
Z i m m erm a n  P ub li c W orks  
F a ci li t y .  The docum en t s  ha v e 
recen t ly  b een  m ov ed a n d a re 
being stored on the third floor 
of  t he C ourt s  W i n g.

The n ew  p oli cy  di rect s  
how  records  w i ll b e s t ored,  
how  s t ora ge b ox es  a re la -
b eled a n d i n di ca t es  a  des t ruc-
t i on  da t e w hen  t he docum en t s  
ca n  b e s hredded a t  a  recy -
cli n g p la n t .  Bui ldi n g F a ci li t y  
s t a f f  w i ll v i s ua lly  w a t ch t he 
m a t eri a ls  b ei n g des t roy ed t o 
ensure confidentiality.

Sew ag e Ag reem ent
The b oa rd a p p rov ed a n  

a greem en t  w i t h t he C i t y  of  
Becker t o R egula t e S ub s ur-
f a ce S ew a ge Trea t m en t  S y s -
t em s  ( S S TS )  w i t hi n  t he C i t y  
of  Becker.  U n der t he a gree-
m en t  t he coun t y  w i ll un der-
t a ke p erm i t t i n g,  i n s p ect i on s  
a n d en f orcem en t  f or a ll s ep t i c 
s y s t em s  loca t ed w i t hi n  t he 
C i t y  of  Becker’ s  j uri s di ct i on .

I nterc h ang e 
Ag reem ent   
The b oa rd p a s s ed a  

res olut i on  a n d a p p rov ed 
a  C oop era t i v e C on s t ruc-
t i on  A greem en t  b et w een  
M n D O T,  S herb urn e C oun t y  
a n d t he C i t y  of  Z i m m erm a n  
p ert a i n i n g t o t he H w y .  1 6 9  
a n d C o.  R d.  4  I n t ercha n ge 
P roj ect .  The a greem en t  es -
t a b li s hes  res p on s i b i li t i es  f or 
t he p roj ect  a n d i s  con s i s t en t  
w i t h s t a t e,  coun t y  a n d ci t y  
m a i n t en a n ce p oli ci es  a n d 
p rocedures .

Veterans G rant
The b oa rd a p p rov ed a n d 

a ccep t ed a  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  A n n ua l 
O p era t i on a l I m p rov em en t  
G ra n t  f rom  t he M N  D ep t .  of  
V et era n s  A f f a i rs  f or f i s ca l 
y ea r 2 0 2 6 .  The f un ds  ca n  b e 
us ed t o:  P rov i de out rea ch t o 
t he coun t y ’ s  v et era n s ;  a s s i s t  
i n  t he rei n t egra t i on  of  com b a t  
v et era n s  i n t o s oci et y ;  reduce 
hom eles s n es s  a m on g v et er-
a n s ;  colla b ora t e w i t h ot her 
s oci a l s erv i ce a gen ci es ,  edu-
ca t i on a l i n s t i t ut i on s ,  a n d ot her 
com m un i t y  orga n i z a t i on s  f or 
t he p urp os es  of  en ha n ci n g 
s erv i ces  of f ered t o v et era n s ;  
en ha n ce t he op era t i on s  of  
t he coun t y  v et era n s  s erv i ce 
office.

O th er B usiness
I n  ot her a ct i on s  t he 

b oa rd:
•  A p p rov ed a n d a ccep t ed 

a  C om m un i t y  L i v i n g I n f ra -
s t ruct ure ( C L I )  gra n t  a w a rd 
i n  t he a m oun t  of  $ 8 2 , 0 0 0 .  
The gra n t  f un ds  w i ll s up p ort  
t he hous i n g s oci a l w orker p o-
sitions within HHS for fiscal 
y ea rs  2 0 2 6  a n d 2 0 2 7 ;

•  A p p rov ed t he ut i li z a -
t i on  of  $ 7 7 , 0 0 0  i n  Y ea r E n d 
S a v i n gs  A ccoun t  f un ds  f or 
t he p urcha s e of  R A V E  M o-
b i le S a f et y  a p p li ca t i on  s of t -
w a re a n d s ub s cri p t i on s  f or 
five  years.

County debates drug lab 
abatement process

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

R ecen t l y ,  S herb urn e 
C oun t y  hos t ed a  p ub li c 
f orum  w i t h lea ders  f rom  
a roun d t he coun t y  t o di s -

cus s  t hei r hous i n g s t udy .  
Thi s  f orum  w a s  led b y  t he 
coun t y ’ s  econ om i c di rec-
t or,  Bri a n  F lem i n g.  The 
study showed a significant 
ne ed f or i nc rea s ed hous i ng, 
a nd t he f orum  s erve d a s  a n 

Leaders Across Sherburne Co. 
Discuss Housing Need Solutions

oppor t uni t y f or com m uni t y 
lea ders  t o v oi ce t hei r op i n -
i on s  on  how  t hos e goa ls  
s hould be  a ccom pl i s hed. 

H ousing N eeds
The coun t y ’ s  hous i n g 

s t udy i ndi ca t ed t ha t  gene ra l 
dem a n d f or hous i n g w ould 
ri s e t o 2 , 7 7 5  un i t s  n eeded,  
b et w een  hous es  a n d ren t a l 
opt i ons , by 2030. The ne ed 
f or s en i or hous i n g w ould 
grow  t o 2 , 1 3 3 .  F lem i n g s a i d 
t he coun t y  w ould li ke t o s ee 
a n  a ddi t i on a l 6 0 9  un i t s  f or 
gen era l hous i n g a n d 4 4 1  
un i t s  f or s en i ors  b y  2 0 2 6 ,  
t o keep  on  t ra ck w i t h t he 
2030 goa ls . 

Bes i des  t he n eed f or 
m ore hous i n g,  t he hous i n g 
s t udy  a ls o i n di ca t ed t ha t  
1 5 %  of  S herb urn e C oun t y  
hom eow ne rs  a re “ cos t -bur -
den ed, ”  m ea n i n g t hey  p a y  
m ore t ha n  3 0 %  of  t hei r 
i n com e f or hous i n g.  F lem -
i n g ci t ed res ea rch f rom  
P ri nc et on U ni ve rs i t y w hi ch 
s how ed t ha t  cos t -b urden ed 
i n di v i dua ls  ha v e a  low er 
li f e-expe ct a nc y. 

F or ren t a l s ,  F le m -
i n g n ot ed t ha t  a  hea lt hy  
v a ca n cy  ra t e i s  a roun d 
3 -5 %  of  t he ren t a l s t ock 
a v a i la b le.  Thi s  m ea n s  t ha t  
la n dlords  a re ef f ect i v ely  
m a ki n g m on ey ,  b ut  a ls o 
gi v i n g op t i on s  f or ren t ers .  
C urren t ly, t he count y ha s  a  
1 -2 %  v a ca n cy  ra t e,  w hi ch 

m ea ns  t here a re not  enough 
op t i on s  a v a i la b le f or t hos e 
w ho w ould li ke t o rent . 

Solutions
The coun t y  ha s  com e 

up  w i t h a  f ew  s olut i on s  t o 
help  m eet  t hei r hous i n g 
goa ls . 

A roun d 6 0 %  of  t he 
count y’ s  hous i ng s t ock w a s  
b ui lt  p ri or t o 2 0 0 0 ,  m ea n i n g 
t hos e w ho w i s h t o s ell t hei r 
hom es  a re li kely t o ne ed t o 
b ri n g t he hous e up  t o s t a n -
da rds  t o com p let e t he s a le.  
To a i d i n  t hi s ,  t he coun t y  
i s  of f eri n g a  hom eow n er 
reha bi li t a t i on loa n pr ogra m  
t o help  hom eow n ers  p a y  f or 
upda t es  i n order t o s ell t hei r 
hom es . 

D uri n g t he f orum ,  t he 
a udi en ce w a s  en coura ged t o 
m i n gle a n d ex cha n ge con -
t a ct  i n f orm a t i on  t o com e 
up  w i t h f urt her s olut i on s  
a t  a  la t er t i m e.  R ep res en -
t a t i v es  of  t ow n s hi p s  a n d 
ci t i es  a cros s  t he coun t y ,  
a s  w ell a s  lea ders  of  hous -
i n g orga n i z a t i on s  p ut  t hei r 
hea ds  t oget her t o com e up  
w i t h pos s i bl e s olut i ons  a nd 
e x cha n ged i n f or m a t i o n  
t o con n ect  a ga i n  a t  a  la t er 
da t e. 

AS PART OF THEIR ANNUAL TRIBUTE to America and the 
victims of 9-11, the Becker Fire Dept. displayed a huge flag on 
one of their ladder trucks along Bank Street in Becker Thurs-
day. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring).
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80-acre farm for sale in Foley
Call 218-556-4591

Have Fun and Make New Friends at our Girl Scout Information Night
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Become a Girl Scout at girlscoutslp.org
320.252.2952 | customercare@girlscoutslp.org 

Grow with 

Girl Scouts 

� Explore the outdoors

� Learn how to be a good friend

� Gain hands-on STEM experience

� Earn badges by learning

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

N i ck S hr i v er ,  Bi g 
L a ke’ s  t hi rd y ea r hea d 
coa ch,  ha s  got  hi s  t ea m  
pl a yi ng i ns pi red f oot ba ll.

A f t er s cori n g a  s chool 
record 7 6  p oi n t s  i n  t hei r 
first week of play against 
D eL a S a lle ( S hri v er’ s  a lm a  
m a t er) ,  t he H orn et s  t ra v -
eled t o S p ect rum  H S  a n d 
clob b ered t he S t i n g,  4 6 -2 0  
la s t  F ri da y ni ght .

S hri v er,  p ri or t o com -
ing to Big Lake, was the 
head coach for two years 
i n  S out h D a kot a .  But  he 
knows its not just all him 
t ha t  i s  dri v i n g t he p rogra m  
t o s ucces s .

“ W e’ v e b een  f ort un a t e 
t o ret a i n  a  lot  of  our a s s i s -
t a n t  coa ches  ov er t he p a s t  
couple of seasons, which 
has allowed us to continue 
t o b ui ld up on  t he f oun da -
t i on t ha t  ha s  be en bu i lt ,”  he 
s a i d.  “ W e v ert i ca lly  a li gn  
our s y s t em  f rom  t he y out h 
a s s oci a t i on  lev el t hrough 
v a rs i t y ,  s o t hi s  i s  a ls o y ea r 
t hree i n t he s ys t em  f or m os t  
of our players as well.”

S hri v er a dded t hree 
new varsity coaches for 
t hi s  y ea r’ s  t ea m  i n cludi n g,   
R oger V ela s q uez  - V a rs i t y  
D e f e n s i v e C oordi n a t or ;  
E ri q ue D et erm a n  - V a r-
s i t y L i ne b a ckers  a nd  Z a ck 
Pawtraw - 9arsity Receiv-
ers .

A g a i n s t  S p ec t ru m ,  
M on t ell H es t er got  t he 
Hornets on the board first 
when he sprinted into the 
en d z on e f rom  1 1  y a rds  out .  
The two-point conversion 
was successful and the road 

t ea m  held a n 8- 0 lea d ea rly 
F ri da y ni ght .

Q B D i llon  S p a e t h 
would later complete an 
i n credi b le 4 2  y a rd TD  a n d 
f i n i s hed t he ga m e s ev -
en -of -1 1  f or 1 1 5  y a rds  a n d 
two touchdowns. But it was 
t he H orn et  rus hi n g a t t a ck 
t ha t  a ccount ed f or m uch of  
t he a ct i on  a t  t he S p ect rum   

A t hlet i c C om pl ex.
Bi g L a ke a m a s s ed 368 

y a rds  on  t he groun d,  a v -
era gi n g n ea rly  n i n e y a rds  
a carry. They finished the 
game with 445 yards total 
compared to just 239 for 
S pe ct rum .

The H orn et s  p ut  up  
24 points in the first quar-
t er a n d 1 4  i n  t he s econ d 

t o p oun d out  a  3 8 -1 2  lea d 
hea di n g i n t o t he s econ d 
ha lf . 

They  coa s t ed f rom  
t here.

With the win. the Hor-
ne t s  i m p rove d t o 2- 0 on t he 
y oun g s ea s on  a n d p la y ed 
O ron o a t  hom e F r i da y  
night, which will be a su-
preme test. Orono, who had 
def ea t ed t he def en di n g s t a t e 
cha m pi on Becker Bulldogs  
i n  t hei r op en i n g ga m e,  f ell 
t o 1 -1  on  t he s ea s on  a f t er 
the loss to Byron last week-
end by a  s core of  32- 13.

“ O ur s chedule i s  
grea t , ”  s a i d S hri v er.  “ W i t h 
t he m ov e t o s ect i on -b a s ed 
schedules we will get to 
p l a y  ev ery  t ea m  i n  our 
s ect i on  duri n g t he regula r 
s ea s on :  O ron o,  D ela n o,  

W e s t on ka ,  Z i m m erm a n ,  
a nd P rovi denc e. I n a ddi t i on 
to those teams, we play(ed) 
D e L a S a l le ,  S p ec t ru m ,  
a n d W i llm a r.  P rov i den ce,  
D eL a S a lle,  a n d S p ect rum  
are brand new opponents 
f or us .”

WR JACK MIDAS breaks away from a Sting player during 
a play in Friday’s game at Spectrum. (Submitted Photo).

Hornets improve to 2-0 with whipping of Sting

THE BIG LAKE 2025 FOOTBALL TEAM. (In no particular order): Dillon Spaeth,  Nate Williams, 
Trevor Couch, Abrahm Koop, Kinden Hamilton, Montell Hester, Jack Midas, Parker Spaeth, Abe 
Nebo, Tyler Robeck, Caleb Martin, Liam Mettler, Weston Jones, Leroy Hamrin, Noah Calgaro, 
Wyatt Horn, Weston McGowan, Jackson Laroche, Danny Rotz, Bennett Thieke, Dallas Kopp, Coo-
per Relander, David Sorenson,  Henry Chivers, Carter Stromberg, Owen Wellberg, Alex Kretsch, 
Garrett Biesiada,  Liam Mayer and Dreeson Millam. (Submitted Photo).

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

TH e Bi g L a ke H orn et  
v olley b a ll t ea m  ha s  b een  
bu s y t hi s  f a ll s ea s on.

Albany Tourney
O n  F ri . , ,  A ugus t  2 2 ,  

t he H orn et s  p la y ed a  t our-
nament in Albany and fin-
ished with a 1-3 record.

I n pool  pl a y , Bi g L a ke 
lost to Watertown-Mayer,  
19-25, 21-25 and Big Lake 
los t  t o S a uk C en t re,  1 5 -2 5 ,  
15 -25

I n  t he t ourn a m en t  p la y -
of f s  Bi g L a ke b ea t  M a p le 
L a ke,  2 6 -2 4 ,  2 2 -2 5 ,  1 5 -1 3  
t hen  los t  t o O s a ki s ,  2 0 -2 5 ,  
25 -22, 1 0- 15.

S t a t s  f or t he t ourn a -
m en t :  A s hley  F i t z gi b b on s  
- five kills, 43 assists, 22 
di gs ;  M a di s on  R eed - s i x  
ace serves, two blocks, 
1 7  ki lls ,  1 3  di gs ;  Brooke 
Moshier - two ace serves, 
t hree a s s i s t s ,  2 0  di gs ;  A delle 
Nomeland - two blocks, 11 
ki lls ;  I v a  S a n chez  - n i n e 
ki lls , s eve n  a s s i s t s , 12 di gs ;  
A i y a n a  Ba ker - 1 0  ki lls ,  
f our di gs ;  Ta y lor K i p ka  - 1 0  
kills; Kam Tschritter - two 
ki lls ,  1 6  di gs ;  A ub rey  Tru-
lock - two kills, 18 digs.

“ The ea rly b i rd t ourn a -
ment is a great way to play 
a ga i n s t  s om e s t ron g v ol-
leyball teams that we don’t 
s ee duri n g t he s ea s on ,”  s a i d 
H ea d C oa ch A li s ha  Brus t .  
“ The gi rls  s t a y ed com p et -
itive all day, and figured 
out  q ui ckly  t he t hi n gs  t hey  
ne eded t o i m pr ove  on ea rly 
i n t he s ea s on.”

Although they went 
1 -3 ,  Brus t ’ s  t ea m  p la y ed 
t hree rea lly  com p et i t i v e 
m a t ches  t ha t  help ed t es t  
t hei r res i li en cy  a n d m en t a l 
t oughn es s  i n  clos e s cori n g 
m a t ches . 

“ W e ha v e m ult i p le 
gi rls  t ha t  ca n  p ut  t he b a ll 
away, and it was nice to see 
t he ki ll di s t ri b ut i on  f or t he 
t ourna m ent ,”  s he s a i d.

Vs. Annandale
O n Tues ., A ug. 26 Bi g 

L a ke los t  18- 25, 25- 23, 17-
25, 17- 25 t o A nna nda le.

S t a t s :  A i y a n a  Ba ker 
- six kills, two blocks; Iva 
S a n chez  - t hree ki lls ,  1 0  
di gs ;  A delle N om ela n d 
- s i x  ki lls ;  L a uren  U lv en  - 

two kills; Madison Reed 
- n i n e ki lls ,  t hree b locks ,  
five assists, nine digs; Au-
b rey  Trulock - 1 1  di gs ;  
K a m  Ts chri t t er - t hree a ce 
serves, two assists, eight 
di gs ;  A s hley  F i t z gi b b on s  - 
f our ki lls , one  bl ock, 27 a s -
s i s t s , 13 di gs ;  Ta yl or K i pka  
- five kills; Brooke Moshier 
- s eve n di gs .

Vs. Mound Westonka
O n  Thurs . ,  A ug.  2 8 ,  

t he H orn et s  los t  t o M oun d 
W es t on ka ,  2 0 -2 5 ,  1 7 -2 5 ,  
25- 27.

S t a t s :  Brooke M os hi er 
- t hree a ce s erv es ,  t hree 
digs; Kam Tschritter - two 
ace serves, two digs; Au-
b rey  Trulock - s ev en  di gs ;  
A s hley  F i t z gi b b on s  - s i x  

di gs ;  M a di s on  R eed - n i n e 
di gs ,  s ev en  ki lls ;  I v a  S a n -
chez - 17 digs, five kills; 
Aiyana Baker - five kills, 
on e b lock;  A delle N om e-
land - two kills; Taylor 
K i p ka  - s i x  ki lls ;  A s hley  
F i t z gi bbons  - 24 a s s i s t s , s i x 
di gs .

“ The gi rls  a re p la y i n g 
grea t  v olley b a ll i n  s p urt s , ”  
s a i d Brus t .  “ O n ce t hey  
s t a rt  m i n i m i z i n g un f orced 
errors, they will find more 
s ucces s .  W e ha v e rea lly  
p us hed p l a y i n g a ggres -
sive. Now it is finding the 
balance between when to 
swing aggressively and 
when they need to reset and 
pl a y de f ens e.”

Vs. Saints
O n Thurs ., S ept . 4 Bi g 

Lake took home a win over 
St. Francis, 25-19, 25-19, 
25- 21.

No stats were available 
a t  t hi s  t i m e.

“This was not only a 
good conference win but 
a good section win for us 
as well,” said Brust. “The 
team did a great job of stay-
i ng f ocus ed a nd get t i ng t he 
win. I am proud of the prog-
res s  t hey ha ve  m a de.”  

The H orn et s  ha v e a  
tough schedule ahead with 
D ela n o ( ra n ked # 2  i n  s t a t e 
p oll)  a n d P ri n cet on  t hi s  
week. 

“The team is enjoying 
t he cha llen gi n g s chedule 
and they know that this 
will help them prepare for 
a  pl a yof f  run,”  s a i d Brus t .

MADISON REED(#12)  attacks the net, covered by Kam 
Tschritter and Iva Sanchez. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet volleyball team enjoying challenges

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker b oy s  s occer 
team continues to adjust to 
t he los s  of  1 0  s en i ors  f rom  la s t  
y ea r’ s  t ea m ,  b ut  t he Bulldogs  
did celebrate the first day of 
school last week with a vic-
t ory  ov er C a m b ri dge-I s a n t i .

“Two bright spots in the 
game were captains Brigham 
E b ert  a n d Troy  N ues t s cor-
ing the first varsity goals of 
t hei r ca reer, ”  s a i d C oa ch 
Nick Crowley.  “We were 
tied at half and with about 
1 0  m i n ut es  lef t  i n  t he ga m e,  
Troy  N ues t  s cored a  s cra p p y  
goa l t o t a ke t he lea d a n d s e-
cure the win.”

A week earlier, in the 
s ea s on  op en er,  Becker f ell 
0 -2  t o a  v ery  good S t .  C loud 
A p ollo t ea m .

“We played well, but we 
just didn’t have the depth,” 

Crowley added.
A  da y  la t er,  Becker 

p la y ed a  b a ck-t o-b a ck a n d f ell 
t o S p ect rum  on  a  goa l i n  t he 
last two minutes.  Crowley 
hi ghli ght ed P a x t on  A m en t ’ s  
f ree ki ck goa l a s  a  hi ghli ght .

Becker a ls o f a ced of f  
a ga i n s t  M on t i cello ea rly  i n  
t he s ea s on  a n d t he Bulldogs  
came out a bit flat, allowing 
two goals in the first five min-
ut es .   But  f rom  t here,  Becker 
settled down and played the 
M a gi c ev en ly  f or t he s econ d 
ha lf .

“ W e b a t t led i n  t he s ec-
on d ha lf  b ut  couldn ’ t  p roduce 
a goal,” Crowley said of the 
0 -3  los s .

After the win over the 
Bluejackets, Becker was 
a ga i n  i n  a  b a ck-t o-b a ck s i t u-
ation and went to Princeton 
f or a n ot her M i s s i s s i p p i  8  b a t -
t le,  on e t ha t  res ult ed i n  a  0 -0  
draw.

THE BECKER BOYS SOCCER TEAM celebrated a goal in their 
win over Cambridge-Isanti. (Submitted Photo.)

Bulldogs take bite  out of
Bluejackets in boys soccer

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
v olley b a ll t ea m  con t i n ues  t o 
show improvement, picking 
up several wins in a very 
busy week that included six 
con t es t s .

L a s t  Thurs da y ,  Becker 
f a ced of f  a ga i n s t  H ut chi n s on  
and lost 0-3, with very close 
s cores  of  2 2 -2 5 ,  2 4 -2 6 ,  a n d 
2 0 -2 5 .  

“ W e s t a rt ed t o get  our 
of f en s e rolli n g m ore i n  t hi s  
m a t ch, ”  C oa ch Bo s a i d.  

H i ghli ght s  of  t he ga m e 
i n cluded Bry n n  K os t e a n d 
Payton Treptau with seven 
ki lls  a p i ece a n d K en n a  H en -
nessey with 19 digs.

L a s t  S a t urda y ,  t he Bull-
dogs  hos t ed t hei r 4 3 rd Tour-
n a m en t  of  R os es  a n d s t a rt ed 
off with another close match, 
f a lli n g t o S t .  L oui s  P a rk,  
2 0 -2 5  a n d 2 5 -2 7 .

N ex t ,  Becker f a ced 
P A C T C ha rt er a n d cla i m ed a  
25-21, 25-20 win before tak-
i n g on  E den  V a lley -W a t ki n s  
a n d cla i m i n g a n ot her v i ct ory :  

25-23, 19-25, and 15-8.
With the win, Becker 

finished second in their pool 
a n d t hen  a dv a n ced t o t a ke on  
C loq uet  f or t he t hi rd p la ce 
t rop hy .   I n  t ha t  m a t ch,  Becker 
f ell 1 5 -2 5  a n d 1 4 -2 5 .

F or t he t ourn a m en t ,  
Becker t a lli ed 7 0  ki lls ,  1 7  a ce 
s erv es  a n d 1 5 5  di gs .

Tues da y  n i ght ,  Becker 
def ea t ed C hi s a go L a kes  i n  
a  M i s s i s s i p p i  8  C on f eren ce 
G a m e i n  t hree s et s :  2 5 -2 2 ,  
30-28, and 25-19. 

“ W e ha d a  hi gh p er-
f orm a n ce f rom  our def en s e,  
with Kenna Hennessey and 
A dy s on  P et t y  lea di n g us  i n  
the back row,” Coach Bo 
s a i d.  “ O ur a ggres s i v e of f en s e 
ca m e f rom  C ourt n ey  G a s s ,  
Bry n n  K os t e,  P a y t on  Trep t a u,  
a n d M en a  K n a a ck. ”

Next week, the Bulldogs 
will celebrate Homecoming 
with three mathes: Monday 
a t  hom e v ers us  A n n a n da le 
( S t a f f  A p p reci a t i on  N i ght ) ,  
Tues da y  a t  N ort h Bra n ch a n d 
Thurs da y  a s  hom e v ers us  S t .  
F ra n ci s  f or Y out h N i ght .

Bulldog VB showing 
fine improvement

The Foster Grandparent Program of Catholic Charities St. Cloud
is under the direction of AmeriCorps Seniors

Become a Foster Grandparent!
Support nonprofits, Head Starts, or school classrooms through
meaningful volunteer work:

Make a lasting impact by being a consistent and caring presence
Build friendships with other active, like-minded seniors
Stay engaged and purposeful in your community
Receive free training--no prior experience needed

Call Maxine Potter at 612-390-0617  or  email maxine.potter@ccstcloud.org.

Start making a
difference, today!

Age 55+. Flexible Hours.
Tax-Free Stipend. Mileage Reimbursement.
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Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR 
OIL), Batteries, Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, 
Diesel, etc.), Fluorescent bulbs, Fire Extinguishers, Garden
Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poisons, Pool/Spa 
Chemicals, 1lb Propane Tanks, Roofing Tar, Sealers, Solvents 

** Child Car Seats accepted at Elk River Events ONLY**

Agricultural Pesticides
Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted
agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free
disposal. For transportation planning purposes, pre-
registration is required by calling Maureen Mossak at
763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural
pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware
that we will refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty
containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam
makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit
and anything over 300 lbs. will be charged a fee for
disposal. Residential Households do not need to pre-
register.

Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

LocationTimeDate

Big Lake Township, 21960 County Rd 5 NW, Big Lake2pm - 5pmWednesday, September 17

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 2pm - 5pmFriday, September 26

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 9am - 12pmSaturday, September 27

Events are FREE for all Sherburne County Residents (I.D. Required) 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION EVENTS

ACCEPTED ITEMS

Questions: Contact Maureen Mossak with the Sherburne County Zoning Dept.
at 763-765-4457 or Maureen.Mossak@co.sherburne.mn.us

NOT ACCEPTED
Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, 
Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Electronics, 
Explosives, Furniture, Tires, Household Garbage, Medical 
Waste, Motor Oil and Antifreeze, Pharmaceutical Waste, 
Unknown items, NO DRUMS

For Used Motor oil and Antifreeze disposal collection site please visit: 
https://eastsideoilcompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html

Real Estate

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

ANNANDALE

Private lakeshore retreat on Lake Pulaski in Buffalo, MN, complete with city water/sewer. This one owner, 
custom built lake home offers desirable one-level living & 270’ of west facing, hard sand bottom shoreline. 
Ideal for swimming, fishing, boating & enjoying stunning sunsets. Whether you are looking for a development 
opportunity, multi-generational compound, or a wooded lakefront escape with privacy inside city limits. 
Updated Hardie Board siding & a new roof. Ready for you to move in and start enjoying all that Lake Pulaski 
offers-exceptional water clarity, great fishing & full recreation fun for watersports. Ample storage includes 
a heated 2-stall attached garage, 600+ sq. ft. workshop below & 30x50 pole shed. Less than an hour to MSP 
Airport with easy access to Hwy 55 & I-94. 2015 Pulaski Road, Buffalo. MLS #6762643. REDUCED TO 
$1,825,000. Schedule your private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

3 magnificent properties!
Experience lakeside living on beautiful Lake Francis with this 2017-built home. 0.67-acre lot with 
169 feet of sand lakeshore. Offering 5BRs, 3BAs, and a heated 1,000+ sq ft attached garage plus a 
boathouse. Lake Francis is one of the area’s premier lakes, boasting 10-12+ foot water clarity and 
over 1,000 acres of full recreation fun ready for you to enjoy boating, fishing, swimming, and water 
sports. From your shoreline, take in breathtaking sunset views over the tranquil waters of Lake Francis. 
Whether as a year-round residence or weekend retreat, this home offers the best of Minnesota Lake 
living. Schedule your private showing today to discover all that Lake Francis has to offer! MLS# 
6778609. $1,234,900. Schedule your private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-
1383. 32141 748th Avenue, South Haven, MN 55382.

Great opportunity to be on the lake with minimal investment to start. Seller is including the 
pontoon, dock, and trailer so you can enjoy the lake life immediately. There is a well on the 
property that was recently installed as well as an incinerator toilet. The 2009 Park Model 
camper will stay with the property as well, which is a great start to this amazing little slice of 
lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which you can navigate easily 
by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lakes have amazing fishing and of course some fun 
water sports too! Come enjoy the lake with family and friends, enjoy a fire at the fire pit, listen 
to the loons at night, its an amazing experience! MLS# 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick 
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656. 16698 109th Street NW, South Haven, MN 55382

RED
UCE

D!

Lakefront Property!

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker Bulldog 
football team held their first 
home game of the season last 
Friday and they faced a fa-
miliar foe — the Hutchinson 
Tigers. 

Coming off a poor show-
ing last week where they 
were shutout by Orono, the 
Bulldogs came into Friday’s 
match-up looking to get some 
sort of traction on the young 
season. They just needed a 
spark, a burst or a break to 
kick-start the club and they 
received that from Isiah 
Boyer late in the first quarter.

The Bulldogs were in 
the midst of a drive against 
Hutchinson when Boyer 
took the handoff from Travis 
Kowalkowski at the 40 yard 
line and was met up by Tigers 
near the line of scrimmage. It 
appeared Boyer was to be 
dragged down after numerous 
defenders piled on his back to 
drag him down but then he 
emerged from the stack and 
scampered down the right 
sidelines and into the end 
zone for a hard-fought TD.

The spark was lit.
From there, the Bull-

dogs appeared to have gained 
swagger, confidence and met-
tle for the rest of the contest.

Early in the second quar-
ter, the Bulldogs defense 
thwarted the Tigers in their 
own end of the field and 
when — on fourth down — 
Hutchinson’s center snapped 
the football over the punter’s 
head and after a scramble, 
Cody Deters picked up the 
pigskin and rambled into the 
end zone for a 14-0 Becker 
lead.

Moments later, after get-
ting the ball back, the Bull-
dogs marched the field again 
and Kowalkowski passed the 
rock to Nathan Weiss from 

six yards out and he scored 
easily to put the home team 
up, 21-0 at halftime.

In the second half, RJ 
Houle provided another big 
spark when he returned the 
kickoff 60 yards to pay-dirt to 
put the Bulldogs up 28-0.

Weiss put the game 
completely out of reach a 
short while later, scoring on 
another six yard run to put the 
‘Dogs up 35-0.

The Becker defense was 
stalwart only giving up the 
one long drive and a one yard 
TD score to give the Tigers a 
crooked number on the score-
board.

The Bulldogs finished 
the game off when Boyer 
notched his second TD of the 
game — this time from 12 
yards out to cap the night at 
42-6.

Kowalkowski finished 
four-of-six for 53 yards and 
no TDs and no INTs.

Boyer led all rushers with 

78 yards on 10 attempts and 
two scores. Sawyer Brown 
had 50 yards on seven rushes 
and Weiss had 12 yards on 
two carries for two TDs.

On defense, Dalton 
Weisz had six tackles and 
one assist. Bennett Kujawa 
had five tackles and one assist 
and Weiss had four tackles 
including two tackles for loss.

Becker amassed 236 
yards on the night while 
Hutchinson garnered just 145. 
The Tigers had two turnovers 
to zero for Becker.

The Bulldogs celebrated 
their “Mount Rushmore” 
players before the game 
which included Dillon Ra-
dunz, Shane Potter, Brandon 
Novak and Jarod Posthumus 
as the four best players in the 
history of the program. Only 
Shane Potter was available 
prior to Friday’s contest and 
he was congratulated by the 
fans as well as the team he 
helps coach.

The win puts the Bull-
dogs at 1-1 with their next 
game being on the road at 
Fergus Falls Friday, Sept. 12 
at 7 p.m. They return home 
Sept. 19 to face Princeton for 
Homecoming.

RB ISIAH BOYER kicked off the scoring for the Bulldogs 
when he escaped an armful of tacklers and dashed for the end 
zone from 40 yards out in the first quarter. Boyer would cap the 
night off with another TD from 12 yards out in the fourth quarter. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

Bulldogs rebound with 42-6 thrashing of Tigers

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Junior linebacker, Cody 
Deters, was named Player of 
the Week for his outstanding 
play in Becker’s 42-6 win 
over Hutchinson.

Cody excelled  in all 
aspects of the game.  Offen-
sively he scored on an import-
ant two-point play. On special 
teams he scored a touchdown 
on a scoop and score blocked 
punt, and he led Becker’s 
defense which held a good 
Hutch team to just one TD.   

Coach Dwight Lundeen 
said, “Cody was a one man 
highlight show tonight!!  I 
love watching him play foot-
ball.”

Liberty 
Paper Player 
of the Game

JUNIOR CODY DETERS
was named “Player of the 
Week” for his outstanding 
performance in last week’s 
game against Hutchinson. 
(Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was a great perfor-
mance for the Becker Bulldog 
swimming and diving team 
last week, as they picked up 
a huge win over their rivals 
from Big Lake, 102-79.

“We had a  lot of great 
swims and a great start to the 
season,” Coach Tina Tamm 
said.  “A lot of our girls are 
swimming the times that they 
finished last season with and 
that means they will continue 
to improve and beat their per-
sonal bests from last season.”

It was the Bulldogs’ first 
home meet of the season, and 
they looked to be in mid-sea-
son form throughout.

“Our Section roster is 
already looking pretty good 
with a number of girls (16) 
already qualifying for the 
Section meet in November,” 
Tamm added.

The Bulldogs who have 
already qualified for sections 
include: Eiley Kaehler - 200 
free and 500 free; Grace 
Mork - 200 free and 100 
butterfly; Mia Suelter - 200 
free; Kandell Hagen - 200 
IM and 100 free; Laila Cook 
- 200 IM and 500 free; Elin 
Cook - 200 IM; Izza Mork - 
50 free and 100 breaststroke; 
Alyssa Cowley - 50 free and 
100 free; Myka Maksimenko 
- 50 free; Karli Kirk - diving; 
Maggie Graning - diving; Lil-
lian Bonsante - diving; Kailey 
McGowan - 50 free and 100 
butterfly; Clara Pratt - 100 
free; Harper Kellogg - 500 
free; Addison Kasper - 100 
backstroke.

“That’s just about half 
of the team already qualified 
for sections, and there’s still 
more that will be added along 
the way,” Tamm said.  “We 
have a young team and a lot 
of talent.  So many of them 
can be moved into any event 
where we need them to be 
and help us get the win.”

Becker was at Princeton 
for a meet on Thursday and 
on Saturday, they will travel 
to Milaca for an invitational.

Bulldog 
swimmers 
sink BL

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys’ cross 
country ran in Rockford’s an-
nual Rocket Run at Corcoran 
on Sept. 4. The weather con-
ditions were not ideal with 
the runners having to battle 
through the cold and rain. 

The Bulldogs are com-
peting with high levels in 
the 13 team event with the 
continued motto of “Work 
to Thrive in ‘25”. During this 
meet, the Bulldogs had to 
race against some of the best 
state-ranked teams and the 
team did not disappoint. The 
Bulldogs took second place 
with only four points separat-
ing them from the #3 ranked 
team from Orono. 

With two first place fin-
ishes from previous meets in 
the season and this second 
place finish, the Bulldogs are 
off to a great start. They are 
currently ranked as the #4 
team with many of the run-
ners receiving personal re-
cords and season bests during 
this meet. 

“I’m excited to see all 
that the team can accomplish 
this year,” said Head Coach 
Dustin Weege.  “Our whole 
crew of runners is progress-
ing, and we have some plans 
to make some big things hap-
pen,” 

The next meet for the 
Bulldogs takes place at the 
Little Falls Lucky Lindy 
where they will be competing 
against 22 teams.

BECKER BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY lining up at the starting 
line for the Rocket Run meet. (Submitted Photo).

Becker boys CC takes 2nd

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
tennis team fell to Thief 
River Falls last week in 
close match, 3-4.

The two teams split 
the singles matches, with 
Becker taking the #2 and 
#4 matches, and drop-
ping the #1 and #3 
matches.  Gracie 
Conzemius took 
the win in the 
second spot, 
7-5, 6-1 over 
her opponent, 
while Samantha 
Duncombe was 
victorious in the 
number four spot, 
winning 6-1, 6-2.

In the doubles 
matches, Becker’s #3 

team of Sami Leaders and 
Bryn Dahlheimer picked up 
the lone Bulldog victory, 
6-4, 6-3.

Becker was back in ac-
tion this week with a Thurs-
day match in Zimmerman 
against the Thunder.

Becker tennis falls to TRF




