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UPDATE:
Isabella was recov-

ered safely on Tuesday in 
Montana, according to her 
mother, Candice Lemke. 
Apparently the two teenag-
ers made contact with au-
thorities on their own.

F o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
Isabella Villette left her 
Becker home early in the 
morning last weekend. 

Isabella is 5’0”, 140 
pounds, white/Caucasian, 
and of athletic build. She 
has golden blonde hair with 
dark roots and blue eyes. 

Isabella left home with 
a bunch of her belongings 
just after midnight on July 
11. She left out her bed-
room window.

Police have confirmed 
she is with an 18 year old 
male named Carson Hanson 

current address of Annan-
dale, originally from Eagan. 
They were identified in Pine 
River and Police were able 
to ping his phone in Fargo, 
ND but at this time are un-
able to locate them. Hanson 

is driving a 2008 Pontiac 
G6 Value Leader Maroon. 
Black rims as the hub caps 
are off. MN License plate 
546LXN.

If anyone has any in-
formation, please contact 

the Becker Police 763-
765-3595 (Sherburne Cty 
Sherriff non-emergency). If 

anyone sees Isabella or the 
vehicle she is in, please call 
911 or local authorities.
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UPCOMING
WALZ LAWSUIT

Gov. Tim Walz was to appear in court Thursday 
morning, facing a lawsuit filed by several legis-
lators to halt the governor’s executive powers. 
See what results from the court case in next 

week’s PATRIOT.

JOHNNY BENSON
Former Becker student/athlete Johnny Benson 
recieved a letter recently from the prosecutor 

saying he won’t be charged for sexual assault by 
an athlete he was coaching while at Kimball. Read 

the complete story in next week’s Patriot.

ARE YOU GETTING THE PATRIOT?
We’d like to know your opinions on what you like, 

dislike or would like to see in a future issue of 
the Patriot. Be sure to check out our wesbite too! 

Send your comments or ideas to 
production@patriotnewsmn.com.

JEFFREY SCOT 
CAOUETTE, 63 of Elk 
River pled guilty to 
chucking thousands of 
screws onto roadways 
last August. See story 
on page 9. (Submitted 
Photo).

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up occurring 
Wednesday evening, all news items submitted 
to run that Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are expected to contact 

our sports writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to be submitted 
to our staff by noon Wednesday to be included in 

that week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

CONTACT US
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 or email Kathy at 
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill at 
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 or email Mary or Carol at 

sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 or email Kathy at 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
BECKER NEWS

Becker and Big Lake Legion baseball teams 
clashed Tuesday for the first time in 2020.

See Mark Kolbinger’s story on page 14.

BIG LAKE NEWS
BLHS student Ella Dotzler was named school 

liaison with the City of Big Lake at 
Wednesday’s council meeting. 

See Bill Morgan’s story on page 10.

CLEARWATER/
CLEAR LAKE NEWS

An open seat on the Clearwater River Watershed 
District was announced this week. See the 

submitted story on page 3.

SHERBURNE COUNTY NEWS
Commissioners with Sherburne County approved 

COVID-19 response plans at Tuesday’s board 
meeting. What does that mean for you? 
See Mark Kolbinger’s story on page 11.
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ISABELLA VILLETTE was missing since last weekend 
and the police were looking for help in finding her across 
many states. Tuesday she was recovered safely in a state out 
west. (Submitted Photos).

FOUND SAFE

Submitted Article

Officers in Becker 
arrested two people with 
outstanding warrants 
during a traffic stop early 
Saturday morning. The 
incident happened near 
the intersection of Hwy. 
10 and Hwy. 25 around 
1 a.m.

According to the 

Becker Police Depart-
ment, the officer making 
the traffic stop observed 
the people inside the ve-
hicle switching places 
before pulling over.

The driver of the 
car, 24-year-old Mahog-
any Essence  Loggins of 
St. Paul, was found to 

FREDDIE DUDLEY 
of Bayport. (Sherburne 
County Jail Booking 
Photo)

Two Arrested 
During Traffic Stop 

In Becker

M A H O G A N Y 
LOGGINS of St. Paul. 
(Sherburne County Jail 
Booking Photo)

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Naturalist, author 
and wildlife photog-
rapher Stan Tekiela 
has joined the Pa-
triot newspaper as a 
bi-weekly columnist 
starting this week. 
Tekiela has a syndi-
cated column in more 
than 25 newspapers 
and he can be heard on a 
number of Midwest radio 
stations. Tekiela has a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Natural History from 
the University of Minne-
sota and has been an active 
professional naturalist for  

more than two dozen years 
and is a member of the 
Minnesota Ornithologists’ 
Union, North American 
Nature Photography As-

sociation and Canon Pro-
fessional Services. Stan 

studies and photographs 
wildlife throughout 
the United States and 
has received vari-
ous national and 
regional awards for 
his books and pho-
tographs. He has 
produced various 

books from birds, 
mammals, trees, wild-

flowers, amphibians 
and reptiles of various 
states from Minnesota to 
Texas to Florida.

See Stan’s column 
and photo on page 4.

Welcome Stan Tekiela

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Big Lake Twp. met last 
Wednesday to discuss de-
velopment, CARES Act, a 
CUP for personal storage, 
an acknowledgment of a 
new newspaper and the res-
ignation of Bob Hofer.

Development
Big Lake Commu-

nity Development Director 
Hanna Klimmek gave an 
update on business and res-
idential progress as of late. 
Most of Wednesday’s dis-
cussion centered on hous-
ing units being developed 
for Big Lake that are titled, 
“affordable housing”.

Klimmek first talked 
about single-family build-
ing permits and the amount 
applied for so far in 2020 
(24). She said two applica-
tions are still in review.

Klimmek spoke about 
the Crossings, Phase II 
where 38 affordable town-

ship rental units are being 
developed by Duffy Devel-
opment. She mentioned the 
Station Street Apartments, 
Phase I & II which will in-
clude 70 market rate rental 
units being developed by 
Kuepers, Inc. Sandhill Vil-
las is a 12-unit, single-fam-
ily development project 
being developed by Troy 
Siemers.

Klimmek spoke about 
the Marketplace Crossings 
Phases of I & II where 120 
market rate and affordable 
rental units are being de-
veloped by CommonBond. 
She also mentioned the Big 
Lake Station where 125 
affordable rental units for 
families and 55+ residents 
could live which is being 
developed by Aeon.

Finally, she mentioned 
Avalon Estates where 108 

MIKE WALBERG 
pointed to an area on a map 
where he’d like to install 
a personal storage unit. 
(Photo by Bill Morgan).

City development 
discussed at BL Twp.

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Santiago Town-
ship Board met last 
Wednesday (July 8) and 
cruised through a light 
agenda focusing on two 
items that deal with prop-
erty within its jurisdiction.

The board discussed 
the liability and safety con-
cerns with people jumping 

from the bridges within the 
township, as the waterways 
aren’t conducive to safely 
allowing this type of activ-
ity.

“There is a concern 
because there are some 
hazards in the river,” said 
Chairman Stuart Nelson.

Besides the fluctuat-
ing water levels, there have 
also been reports of metal 

Santiago Twp. Board to 
place signs on bridges

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Although they didn’t 
actually step onto a golf 
course this year, Clear-
view Elementary 
supporters still 
took part vir-
tually in the 
annual Clear-
view Cougar 
Golf Classic, 
raising money 
that will be 
used for student 
and classroom 
technology at the 
school.

“It was with a heavy 
heart we have decided to 
cancel the Clearview Cou-
gar Classic for 2020,” a let-
ter sent out to sponsors and 
supporters stated, “How-
ever, next year will mark 

the 15th anniversary of the 
tournament and we are still 
seeking donations that will 
provide new technology 
(and updated existing tech-

nology) for Clearview 
Elementary Stu-

dents.”
E a r l i e r 

this year 
Clearview 
purchased 
more com-
puters to 
provide for 

its students 
remote learn-

ing needs as 
they completed the 

academic school year from 
home due to the pandemic. 
The money raised from the 
fundraiser this year will 
supply students with the 

Clearview Golf Classic 
raises money despite 
tournament cancellation

“Everything good, 
everything magical 
happens between the 
months of June and 
August.” 
-- Jenny Han

Something to ponder...

ARRESTS to page 9

SANTIAGO to page 9BL TWP to page 9

CV CLASSIC to page 9
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Must present the coupon at time of service. Valid on future services only. Not valid with other discounts for same service. Residential Only.
Combined Living areas, L-shaped living area, areas over 250sqft feet count as two areas. Baths, halls, staircases, large walk-in closets are considered an area. Call for details.

CARPET • T I LE & GROUT • HARDWOOD • UPHOLSTERY • 24 HOUR WATER RESTORAT ION

FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER
stanleysteemer.com
320-227-4038

CARPET
CLEANING

Expires: 7/31/20 Promo Code: DOGDAYS

$169954AREAS
FOR

TILE & GROUT / HARDWOOD
CLEANING

Expires: 7/31/20 Promo Code: DOGDAYS

$85 PER
AREA

WE CLEAN THESE SURFACES...AND MORE

CARPET TILE & GROUT HARDWOOD AREA RUGUPHOLSTERY

IS YOUR HOME
LOOKING RUFF?

PETS CAN BRING
7 TYPES OF CONTAGIOUS BACTERIA

INTO YOUR HOME.

CARPET  
CLEANING

Expires: 7/31/20   Promo Code: DOGDAYS

FOR
Expires: 7/31/20   Promo Code: DOGDAYS

169
TILE & GROUT / HARDWOOD TILE & GROUT / HARDWOOD 

CLEANING

PER

Expires: 7/31/20   Promo Code: DOGDAYS

AREA
Expires: 7/31/20   Promo Code: DOGDAYS

85

THAT’S

GROSS
BUT IT HAPPENS..

Expires: 8/31/20 Promo Code: DOGDAYS Expires: 8/31/20 Promo Code: DOGDAYS

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Demolition to prepare 
for the construction of a new 
52 unit apartment building 
in Clearwater took place this 
week, with two large build-
ing taken down and removed 
from the property.

Located next to the new 
Preserve Disc Golf Course 
(previously Driftwood Golf 
and Fitness), the apartment 
building will consist of one 
and two bedroom apartments 
with tuck under and detached 
garages available for tenants. 
The building will also offer a 
fitness room and community 
room with a library.

One of the buildings 
demoed this week housed the 
water main for the next door 
development; the water main 
will be relocated next week. 
The apartment building will 
have its own separate water 
line. Along with the build-
ings, a wooded area also had 
to be removed.

The new apartment 
building is expected to open 
July 2021.

DEMOLITION OF 
TWO BUILDINGS in Clear-
water took place this week to 
prepare for the construction 
of a new 52 unit apartment 
building. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard)

Demolition prepares for new 
apartment building in Clearwater

AN EXCAVATOR 
prepares to chomp down on 
some downed trees Tuesday 
in Clearwater. (Photo by 
Penny Leuthard)

OUTDOOR MEETING FUN. Clear Valley Business 
Connection (CVBC) held their quarterly business meet-
ing outdoors at Clearwater RV Park last week. Local 
business members enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by 
Just North of Memphis BBQ of Clearwater and a tour 
of the campground after the meeting given by park own-
ers Eldon and Mary Peterson. Top photo: Lori Johnson 
(Johnson Materials of Clearwater) and Jenny Massman 
(American Heritage Bank) led the meeting. (Photos by 
Mary Nehring).

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During Clearwater 
Twp.’s recent meeting, an up-
date on the removal of the bog 
turned into a debate concern-
ing costs and who would be 
paying them.

At the end of the first day 
of removal, Mares Contract-
ing, the company hired for 
the job, had used up most of 
the $3,500 the township had 
approved. Some of the lake’s 
residents asked them to return 
and finish the next day, stating 
they would pick up the re-
mainder of the cost.

Supervisor Rose Thelen 
explained she had approached 
a few people who lived on the 
lake and asked if they would 
be willing to split the remain-
der. They agreed, however, 
their bill came in at $3,900, 

much higher than they thought 
it would be.

“I’d like to submit as a 
possibility that the township 
give a little more,” she said.

Supervisor Scott Miller 
said he was disappointed at the 
way the beach looked after the 
removal, and stated the town-
ship set a price and it should 
have stopped there. 

“Personally, I don’t think 
we should spend any more,” 
he said. “We still have the pile 
to remove and need to fix and 
clean the beach.”

Residents in attendance 
brought up a number of view-
points, including that there 
would be no bog without 
the beaver, an issue that still 
hadn’t been addressed. 

“Historically, the town-
ship hasn’t been involved in 
beaver removal,” said Lan-
genbacher. “If we go down 
that road I believe we’ll be 

opening up another can of 
worms. Typically, the lake 
association gets together and 
solves the problem.” (Nixon 
Lake doesn’t currently have a 
lake association)

Another attendee said he 
has property on Sugar Lake, 
and when they had problems 
with a bog there the residents 
of the lake took care of it 
themselves; they didn’t ask 
anyone else to do it. They 
also installed a Clemson lake 
leveler on their own, which is 
a device that allows water to 
flow through beaver dams and 
plugged culverts. 

“I think we were pretty 
generous with the $3,500,” 
said Miller. “Everyone knew 
what the limit was. Unfortu-
nately, it went beyond that.”

“Maybe we shouldn’t 
have done it,” he continued. 
“Maybe it’s a learning expe-
rience for everyone. However, 

a lot of families use it, it’s a 
good community activity and 
I think it was worth it to pre-
serve it.”

Ideas for funds to clean 
up and restore the beach and 
boat landing were discussed, 
with one property owner stat-
ing he felt people should have 
to pay a user fee to access the 
lake. 

Langenbacher asked if 
people would consider sign-
ing up for a volunteer cleanup 
crew; a number agreed, in-
cluding Blayne Leuthard, who 
said he would bring his tractor 
for the heavier work. July 18 
was chosen for the volunteer 
cleanup day.

Because the township 
can only raise funds through 
levies, another group of resi-
dents took it upon themselves 
to start a fundraiser, with 
Bekah Kanable volunteering 
to create a GoFundMe page 

to raise money for cleanup, 
restoration, and removal of the 
dried bog material. (To donate, 
go to gofundme.com/f/clean-
up-nixon-lake)

To keep the community 
safe, and because people were 
launching their boats off the 
beach and tearing it up even 
more, a motion carried to close 
Nixon Lake access to boats 
and vehicle traffic during the 
restoration.

Other Business
The board reviewed the 

most recent fire contract to 
come through from the City of 
Clearwater. The biggest issues 
revealed were (1) the city is 
asking for a two-year contract 
and the township believes one-
year had been agreed upon, (2) 
at their discretion, the city can 
impose fees on people who re-
ceive emergency services but 
there’s no mention of shar-
ing the fees or providing the 

townships with details, and 
(3) regarding the fire advisory 
committee, the contract states 
if the contract is extended be-
yond 2022 the townships can 
then have a seat on it.

“That’s a problem,” said 
Thelen. “My understanding 
was we would be involved 
immediately.”

A decision was made 
to delay signing until recent 
questions were answered and 
Twp. Attorney Michael Couri 
made his recommendation.

Clerk Jean Just recapped 
the township’s recent cleanup 
day, stating 176 people came 
through, leaving behind 131 
appliances, 153 tires, 122 
electronics, 66 mattresses/fur-
niture, and 20.46 tons of scrap.

The next Clearwater 
Twp. meeting will be Aug. 3 
at 7:30 p.m.

Bog removal costs debated at Clearwater Twp. meeting



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Palmer Township 
Board met Monday eve-
ning, hearing updates and 
taking action on several 
issues.

Captain Bob Stangler 
of the Sherburne County 
Sheriffs Office was on hand 
to share statistics from the 
past month, which in-
cluded 55 calls for service 
compared to 86 during the 
same time period from a 
year ago.  In response to a 
question regarding jet ski 
operations on the lakes, 
he noted that the legal 
hours for riding are 
from one hour 
after sunrise 
until one hour 
before sunset.

Roads
C h a i r -

man Mike 
Ganz reported 
that potholes 
continue to 
be patched on 
township roads, 
while one quote 
for crack sealing 
and striping the town 
hall parking lot was re-
ceived from Jeff Rhodes 
in the amount of $11,896.  
Another quote will be 
sought and Ganz will re-
port back to the board at the 
next meeting.

On 54th Street, the dirt 
work is finished and the 
asphalt contract has been 
signed so the township is 
just waiting on a start date 
for the surfacing to com-
mence.  In addition, the 
49th Street turnaround has 
been completed and the 
“No Parking” signs have 
been ordered.

The board also dis-
cussed putting a notice on 
the website for people to 
keep the brush trimmed 

away from their 911 emer-
gency signs to enable 
emergency vehicles to find 
properties in the most effi-
cient manner possible.

Fire Department
Chief Ron Koren up-

dated the board on the 

Clear Lake Fire Depart-
ment statistics from June 
8th through July 13th, 
which included 28 calls 
for service (8 being from 
Palmer Township).

The department is cur-
rently staffed with 27 fire-
fighters and some hiring is 
anticipated towards the end 
of the year.   

Koren reported that 
Station 2 had a firefighter 
who tested positive for 
Covid-19 last week and 
therefore the building was 
shut down and sanitized 
before being brought back 
online.

In other business, 
the board:
• Heard from Clerk 

Kelly McCann that the pa-
vilion doors are only work-
ing intermittently.  She 
will be contacting Security 
Locksmith to come out and 
perform service;

• Heard from Supervi-
sor Demeules that there 

is no lake association 
meeting in July.  

The annual meet-
ing will be held 
in August and 
new officers 
will be elected 
at that meet-
ing;

• Learned 
that work is 
ongoing to se-

cure bids and 
plans for the 

boiler repair;
• Appointed 14 

area residents, includ-
ing Clerk McCann, as 

election judges;
• Approved a favor-

able comment to Sherburne 
County in regards to the 
setback variances and sep-
tic/well upgrades for the 
property located at 5306 
100th avenue;

• Continued the dis-
cussion with Supervisor 
Richard Larson about pur-
chasing a used tar kettle for 
minor pothole repair within 
the township.
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You Win
Your Wallet Wins
The Community Wins

Apply for an auto loan or open a checking account 
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN $1,000 for yourself 
and $1,000 for your favorite non-profit.

auto loan rates
as low as

*Annual percentage rates are subject to change at any time. Loans are available to qualified buyers upon approved credit. Rate listed is our best 
rate and may be higher based on your credit. Rate disclosed reflects 0.25% discount for having an active, qualified checking account. 

2.24%*

ST. CLOUD FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION

ST. CLOUD MAIN BRANCH
3030 1st Street South
St. Cloud, MN 56301

SARTELL BRANCH
1716 Pinecone Road South
Sartell, MN 56377

ALBERTVILLE BRANCH
5600 La Centre Ave Suite 100
Albertville, MN 55301

BECKER BRANCH
14267 Bank Street
Becker, MN 55308

ST. CLOUD  
DOWNTOWN BRANCH  
120 10th Avenue North  
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(Opening in the coming weeks!)

www.stcloudfcu.coop (320) 252-2634 • (888) 252-2634 

Visit your branch 
location for  

contest details!

SAUK RAPIDS BRANCH
205 2nd Street North
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 43
From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs!
Come & See our selection of:

Shrubs, perennials, decorative rock, 
mulch, black dirt & much more!
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

VEGGIES are on the way!
Call for availability.

OPEN: Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

Svihel Vegetable Farm
GREEN BEANS, CUCUMBERS & SWEET CORN

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

FRESH PICKED

STRAWBERRIES & BLUEBERRIES
RASPBERRIES

Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

Berries

“70 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

THE QUILT SHOW IS 
CANCELED...BUT THE 

GREAT DEALS ARE NOT!
Our loss is your gain!

74
YRS IN BUSINESS

We do sewing machine repairs 
& vacuum cleaner tune-ups!

St. Cloud Sewing Center
320-251-6540 • 888-251-6540

3603 W. Division, St. Cloud • scsewing@cloudnet.com
Hours: M-Th 9-6, F 9-8, Sat 9-5

Sales & Service on All Brands

UNBELIEVABLE 
PRICES!
LIMITED 

QUANTITIES

Jet ski’s, potholes on Palmer Twp. agenda

Submitted Article

As political cam-
paigns get underway for 
November elections, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT)
reminds campaigners that 
state law prohibits place-
ment of private signs on 
highway right-of-ways in 
Minnesota.

In addition, state law 
says that signs may not be 
placed on private land with-
out the consent of the land-
owner.

Violation of the law, 
Minnesota Statute 160.27, 
is a misdemeanor. Civil 
penalties may also apply if 
the placement of such ma-
terial contributes to a motor 
vehicle crash, creates injury 
to a person, or causes dam-
age to a motor vehicle that 
runs off the road.

In addition, the Min-
nesota Outdoor Advertis-
ing Control Act prohibits 
placing advertising devices 
on public utility poles, trees 
and shrubs and by painting 
or drawing on rocks or nat-
ural features.

MnDOT workers will 
take down any private signs 
located on the state high-
way right-of-way and trans-
port them to the nearest 
maintenance truck station. 
County, city and township 
employees administer these 
laws on their roads.

For information re-
garding the proper place-
ment of campaign signs, 
right-of-way boundaries, or 
where to find removed ma-
terials, visit www.mndot.
g o v / g o v r e l / r w _ s i g n s .
html, or contact your local 
MnDOT St. Cloud office 
at 320-223-6500, or Baxter 
office at 218-828-5700.

When placing signs off 
the right-of-way, the best 
way to avoid an emergency 
or unintentionally striking 
an underground facility is 
to call 811 before digging, 
according to the Minne-
sota Department of Public 
Safety. Go to the Gopher 
State One Call website at 
www.gopherstateonecall.
org, and request that under-
ground utilities be marked 
near the area of the digging.

For more information 
about the MnDOT Central 
Minnesota region, District 
3, visit www.mndot.gov/d3.

For real-time travel 
information anywhere 
in Minnesota, visit ww-
w.511mn.org.

Campaign 
signs not 
permitted 
on highway 
ROWs

Submitted Article

Notice is hereby given 
by the Wright County 
Board of Commissioners 
that an opening currently 
exists for a three-year term 
for one of the seats on the 
Clearwater River Water-
shed Board of Managers. 

The term will expire 
August 13, 2023. 

The Clearwater River 
Watershed District is gov-
erned by a five-member 
board of managers. Each 
manager must be a resident 
of the district and may not 
be a county, state or federal 
government public office, 
except for a SWCD (Soil 
& Water Conservation Dis-

trict) supervisor. 
All managers serve 

three-year terms on a stag-
gered basis. The powers 
and duties of watershed 
districts and their boards 
are set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes 103D. 

Individuals interested 
in being appointed to this 
seat should make written 
application to:

Robert J. Hiivala
Wright County Audi-

tor/Treasurer, 10 – 2nd St 
NW, Room 230, Buffalo, 
MN 55313 or via phone: 
(763) 682-7579.

Applications must be 
received no later than July 
24, 2020.

Open seat on 
the CW river 
watershed 
district board 
of managers



It was back in August 
of 1998 that I began my ca-
reer at the Citizen newspa-
per and I never would have 
guessed at that time that 
it was something I would 
still be doing 22 years later.  
There were some years 
where I was wasn’t work-
ing at the paper, but what I 
have discovered over time 
is that writing is something 
I need to do.  It not only 
gives me great pleasure, but 
it allows me to experience 
the same trials and tribula-
tions that my students face.

Writing is a real life 
challenge, even for English 
teachers.  And what better 
way to try and help others 
with that challenge than to 
practice it myself?

Selfishly, I love to write 
because of the many rewards 
the process offers in terms of 
personal satisfaction and the 
opportunity to create some-
thing that (hopefully) others 
will enjoy.

Over the years, I can 
remember many of the won-
derful conversations I’ve had 
with people, as well as the 
letters I have received from 
readers.  Yes, indeed, peo-
ple are sometimes more than 
happy to offer their feedback 
on the things we write.

I believe it was 13 years 
ago I wrote a column about 
an addition to our family, 
how life would be changing 
and whether or not I had 
the intestinal fortitude to be 

a good dad . . . to our new 
puppy. Of course, I may have 
been a little nebulous about 
the puppy part although in 
my defense I never explicitly 
said we were having another 
(human) child.   The results 
were pretty hilarious (to me), 
as my wife was routinely 
congratulated around town 
on her pregnancy.  I received 
a few congratulatory hand-
shakes at school as well.  
Lesson learned?  Sometimes 
people only read the head-
lines!

Another memory comes 
to mind from perhaps 15 
years ago and one of my an-
nual weight loss challenge 
columns. Among many of 
the points I outlined, I of-
fered that I would need the 
help of the entire town of 
Becker and its fine citizens 
to ensure two things.  I asked 
their help to ensure that I 
exercised more and also I 
needed to only purchase and 

consume healthy foods that 
had not been deep-fried.  

If there had ever been 
a question of whether or 
not people read the local 
paper, it was answered in 
the weeks that followed.  
As I biked the streets of 
Becker, I can recall doz-
ens of people rolling down 
their windows and offering 
encouraging (OK mostly 
disparaging) comments to 
me.  I had asked for tough 
love and the people re-
sponded in hilarious fash-
ion.  I even tried to buy a 

nice dinner of deep fried 
chicken one day at Deli Plus 
and the woman refused to 
sell to me!  I laughed it off 
and told her I appreciated her 
efforts, but that I was really 
hungry and that weight loss 
thing had ended days ago.  
“You’re not getting anything 
deep fried from me” was her 
smiling answer.

I’m grateful that the 
leadership team at Patriot 
has offered me the chance 
to be part of their endeavor 
moving forward.  I’m happy 
to have the chance to write, 
whether it be local govern-
ment coverage or telling the 
stories of the people in the 
community in which I have 
lived for nearly 50 years.  

Oh, and the one lucky 
winner referenced in the 
headline?  That’s me.  Every 
day I have the opportunity to 
write is a good day.

Minnesota House 
Republicans on Tuesday 
once again sought to end 
the executive powers Gov. 
Tim Walz first enacted in 
mid-March. For a fifth 
time, House Democrats 
blocked such an effort.

While urgent action 
may have been warranted 
four months ago in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
outbreak, the time has 
long passed to restore 
balance at the Capitol by 
involving the Legislature 
in decisions related to the 
situation.

It’s disappointing the 
House majority refuses 
to participate in the deci-
sion-making process on 
COVID-19. The situation 
we face today calls for 

thoughtful decisions, not 
unilateral mandates based 
on horribly flawed model-
ing the governor is basing 
his decisions on. 

We are now surpassing 
120 days of our governor 
shutting down our state and 

people have had enough 
of his unilateral rule. Leg-
islators have the ability to 
vote remotely under these 
circumstances, in real 
time, making the gover-
nor’s emergency power’s 
completely unnecessary. 
It is time to restore bal-
ance at the Capitol so 
that we can manage this 
situation to protect our 
most vulnerable citizens 
while as we discuss how 
to safely re-open our state.

While the Senate ap-
proved a similar measure 

on Monday, the first day of 
the current special session, 
Tuesday’s House move fell 
on party lines.

 Page 4 • Patriot, Saturday, July 18, 2020

Editorial/Opinion
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Shane Mekeland

One Lucky Winner . . . 

Gov’s emergency powers endorsed

Interested in being a sponsor for 
the Cop’s Corner? Contact Carol 
at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

Cop’s 
Corner

Information provided by Sgt. Jesse Grabow, Minnesota State Patrol
	 Question: I have heard speeding over 100 MPH has increased, what is the State Patrol doing 
about this problem?
	 Answer: The Minnesota State Patrol, along with law enforcement agencies across the state, are 
currently conducting enhanced speed enforcement on the roadways through July 19.
	 The extra enforcement will target speeding violations as well as aggressive driving.
 	 From April 1 – May 21, the Minnesota State Patrol pulled over 232 drivers traveling more than 100 mph. That’s 
compared with 93 drivers during the same time period last year, a 149 percent increase. Of the 232 drivers, 179 were 
30-years-old or younger.
 	 Overall fatal crashes and fatalities from March 16 - May 31 increased over last year despite reduced traffic. While 
a crash can have more than one contributing factor, speed was the most frequently cited factor. Preliminary reports show 
speed has already contributed to 36 motorists dying on Minnesota roads in 2020, compared with 27 at this time last year.
 	 Speeding is not an innocent crime — it puts every motorist on the road at risk:
	 • Greater potential for loss of vehicle control
	 • Increased stopping distance
	 • Less time available for driver response for crash avoidance
	 • Increased crash severity — the faster the speed, the more violent the crash
 	 Remember that fines double when traveling 20 or more mph over the limit, and if you are traveling in excess of 100 
mph, you can lose your license for up to six months.
 	 You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds, pay attention and always 
drive sober.  Help us drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.
	 A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the Office of the Revisor of Statutes. If you have any 
questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or 
reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

The other day, I was 
out kicking around a nat-
ural area just enjoying 
nature with no particular 
agenda. I imagine a lot of 
my readers think that I am 
constantly on the hunt to 
capture the next wildlife 
image. While it’s true 
that I spend a lot of time 
“attempting” to capture 
wildlife images, I often 
just go out to enjoy na-
ture just because. I like 
to move around freely, let 
my eyes wander across 
the landscape to see what 
I can see and hear what I 
can hear. When I am not 
concentrating on capturing 
images, I often see and hear 
so much more. And it is so 
enjoyable.

 So, there I was feel-
ing calm and enjoying 
nature when I spotted an 
old friend. Standing on 
his tiny hind legs with his 
head poking out above the 
bright yellow flowers of 
the Bird’s-foot Trefoil. His 
short round ears just behind 
his large dark eyes. What a 
cool critter. It was a Thir-
teen-lined Ground Squirrel 
(Ictidomys tridecemlinea-
tus)

 For some crazy rea-
son, I haven’t had an op-
portunity to photograph 
the Thirteen-lined Ground 
Squirrel for many years. So, 
you guessed it, I turned on 
my heels and took off for 
my truck to get my camera 
gear. A few minutes later I 
was back trying to capture 
some images of this cool 
squirrel in a beautiful field 
of flowers.

 Also called the Striped 
Gopher or Leopard Ground 
Squirrel, it sometimes has 
other regional names. No 
matter what you call them, 
they are a short-legged, 
ground squirrel that has, as 
its name implies, 13 alter-
nating brown and tan lines 
or stripes on its back and 
sides. The dark stripe often 
has small tan spots creating 
a row of spots running the 
length of the body. This 
patterning of spots and 
stripes has led to another 
common name, the “Fed-
eration Squirrel”, because 
of its pattern of “Stars and 
Stripes”. They have a short 
well furred tail that is often 
hard to see because it’s 
usually hidden in the veg-
etation.

 These adorable squir-
rels’ range across a huge 
area of the U.S. from Ohio 

and Michigan in the east to 
Montana in the west and 
up north into Canada. They 
also range down the center 
of the country, right down 
to the Texas coast. All to-
gether they cover nearly 20 
states and three Canadian 
provinces.

 We have two groups 
of squirrels in North Amer-
ica. The more familiar Tree 
Squirrels, such as the East-
ern Gray Squirrel and Red 
Squirrel. And the Ground 
Squirrels, such as Chip-
munks and Prairie Dogs. 
Ground squirrels are very 
different from the more fa-
miliar tree squirrels. Unlike 
their tree-climbing cous-
ins, the ground squirrels, 
such as the Thirteen-lined 
Ground Squirrel lead a sub-
terranean life rarely leaving 
terra firma. They live in 
underground tunnels and 
dens and rarely come out 
unless there is favorable 
weather conditions. Liv-
ing underground has many 
advantages such as fewer 
predators, shelter from the 
weather and a labyrinth of 
tunnels to retreat to when 
presented with danger.

The Thirteen-lined 
Ground Squirrel is often 
very tame and can be easily 
approached. They are a di-
urnal animal which simply 
means that they are most 
active during the daylight 
hours and usually only on 
sunny days. Cloudy, wet, 
and cold days are usu-
ally spent underground. 
They are also true hiber-
nators--sleeping from late 
August until mid April. 
Without a doubt they spend 
more time underground 
than they do above ground, 
which leads me to think, 
would they be more aptly 
named “underground squir-
rels”? But that’s just one 
naturalist’s opinion.

They are sometimes 
confused with the Eastern 

Chipmunk. The Thir-
teen-lined Ground Squir-
rel is larger, about 6-7 
inches and has smaller 
ears and of course don’t 
forget the thirteen stripes 
or lines on its back is a 
dead give-away. Their 
tail is about one-third 
the length of their body. 
Compared to the Eastern 
Chipmunk which is only 
3-4 inches long and has 
only three stripes.

To accommodate its 
life scurrying through 
narrow tunnels, the Thir-

teen-lined Ground Squir-
rel has short powerful legs 
for digging, and short ears. 
Since it’s protected from 
the weather by living un-
derground it doesn’t have 
to snuggle up to a fat bushy 
tail like the Gray Squirrel.

Due to their long hi-
bernation they only have 
enough time for one litter 
of young each summer. It’s 
not uncommon for a mother 
to give birth to seven to 10 
young. The high birth rate 
might make up for the 
single litter. The young 
emerge from the under-
ground den between four 
and six weeks of age. And 
since they are gregarious 
animals the young will stay 
together and later will be 
digging tunnels near their 
parents.

Their genus name 
(Spermophilus) is Latin 
and means “seed lover” or 
“seed eater” and describes 
its preference for eating 
seeds. The only problem is 
they often will eat a wide 
variety of foods such as 
insects, mice, voles, liz-
ards, toads, and even eggs 
of ground nesting birds. 
The term used to describe 
this wide variety of diet is 
called omnivore.

I was able to capture 
some stunning images of 
the thirteen-lined Ground 
Squirrel before he scurried 
back into his underground 
tunnel. I was happy that I 
retrieved my camera spent 
some quality time with one 
of my old friends. Until 
next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor and naturalist who 
travels the U.S. capturing 
images and studying wild-
life. He can be followed 
on www.facebook.com and 
twitter.com. He can be con-
tacted via his web page at 
www.naturesmart.com.

By Stan Tekiela, 
Columnist

An Old Friend...

One day after a bi-
partisan vote by the Min-
nesota Senate to end the 
peacetime emergency de-
clared by Gov. Tim Walz, 
Democrats blocked a sim-
ilar vote in the Minnesota 
House. 

As I’ve done many 
times before, I once again 
voted to end the peace-
time emergency and re-
turn to regular legislative 
order. Ending the peace-
time emergency does not 
mean ending the state’s 
response to COVID-19. 
Instead, it would move 
Minnesota away from the 
“emergency” phase of our 
response and into a pos-

ture that allows the state 
to manage the crisis more 
effectively and with more 
decisionmakers at the table.

The legislature re-

turned to St. Paul Mon-
day for the start of 
another special session. 
Gov. Walz called the spe-
cial session because state 
law requires the governor 
to bring the legislature 
back to St. Paul every 30 
days to extend a peace-
time emergency.

In addition to the 
peacetime emergency 
extension, negotiations 
are ongoing between the 
House and Senate on a 
handful of other issues 
like bonding, tax cuts, 

police reform, and supple-
mental budget spending.

By Rep. 30A 
Paul Novotny

Emergency Powers Vote Fails

Call us at 763-275-0275 for all 
your advertising needs!

Look for more opinion/
Editorials on page 9
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American Legion 
Auxiliary

Meeing are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 
the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker American Legion
Becker Legion meets 

the second Tues. of every 
month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcohol-

ics Anonymous District 
5 meets Thurs. at 8 pm at 
Church of Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave., Becker. Steve 612-
889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum 
cans to the trailer located 
near Becker True Value & 
paper & cardboard recycla-
bles to the dumpsters near 
the same location the first 
Sat. of every month. There 
will be a Scout there to help 
unload between 9 am-12 
pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection 
click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am 

& Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food 
shelf is  located 12060 Sher-
burne Ave. in City Hall. 
763-261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 
7 pm at Pebble Creek Bar & 
Grill. Dale Seavert 320-290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Col-
lection boxes are located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter (entryway) & Insight Eye 
care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. 

of each month at 7 pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. 
Commander John Fischbach 
320-249-0579.

Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings 
are held 6 pm the third Thurs. 
of the month at Becker City 
Hall. 320-980-2752 or see 
the state website at www.
beyondtheyellow ribbon.org. 

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet 
at 7 pm. New members 
are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-
1399 AA or 320-558-6613 
for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion 

meetings are held the second 
Thurs. of the month. Aux-
iliary 6:30 pm, S.A.L. at 7 
pm, Legion 7:30 pm. Senior 
Lunch first Thurs. of the 
month at noon at Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, 
Wed. 3-5 pm & in the brown 

Lions Community Building 
beneath the water tower in 
Clearwater.  We service res-
idents of Clearwater & Clear 
Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. 
612-607-4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. 
No cost to join. Tami Kolbin-
ger at 612-590-2449 or email 
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 1st & 3rd Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 North 
Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 
Make a difference in your 
community for people w/
disabilities. Michele Pelka 
320-281-2042.  All abilities 
are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear 

Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 
Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light 
meal will be served at 6 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at 612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group 
invites you to “Coffee & 
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-
3343.  

Mental Health 
Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 

Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 

is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at 
ILICIL Independent Life-
styles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This free group 
provides support, education, 
& awareness about the dis-
ease. Independent Lifestyles 
at 320-529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-
profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, 
support, education & refer-
ral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in 
partnerships w/schools, law 
enforcement, social service 
agencies & the court system 
in Sherburne & Wright Co. 
763-295-3433 or 1-800-439-
2642 or info@riversofhope. 
org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & orga-
nizations need caring adults 
like you! Orientation, train-
ing & ongoing support are 
provided. 

Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Clear Lake Lioness
We are searching for & 

welcoming new members 
who are interested in serving 
our communities.

Meetings are the 4th 
Mon. of each month @ Nel-
son Brothers Restaurant in 
Clearwater. Dinner 6:30, 
meeting to follow. 

We are in search of your 
fresh new ideas & energy. 
Sue: 320-743-3534 or Linda: 
763-260-8858.

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Re-

joice Lutheran Church in 
Clearwater, will be canceled 
until further notice. We will 
wait until the state allows 
churches & other gatherings 
to begin & then look at our 
group & make a decision.

Wright County 
Community Action
You have been af-

fected & are having or 
are anticipating having 
difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here 
to help you navigate your 
options & keep your home. 
Our advisor not only helps 
people to achieve owner-
ship, helps owners facing 
financial difficulty to main-
tain ownership & avoid 
foreclosure.

To speak with a home-
ownership advisor, call 
Wright County Community 
Action at 320-963-6500 ext. 
238 today. Services are un-
biased, confidential & free 
of charge. 

GRRL Kicks off 2020 
Summer Reading 

Program
Mon., June 1, - Fri., 

July 31. Registration be-
gins Mon., June 1, through 
Beanstack app, griver.bean-
stack.org or during Curb-
side Pickup hours. Hours at 
griver.org/locations.

Each branch offers a 
unique assortment of SRP 
prizes! Further information 
at www.griver.org/kids/
summer-reading-program. 

GRRL Offers Streaming 
Service

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) is excited 
to announce its first-ever 
streaming service! The 
streaming service “Hoopla” 
is now available to access 
by using your library card.

Learn more about GR-
RL’s new streaming service 
at griver.org/services

Upcoming Events at the 
Becker Library

Quarantine Trivia -  July 
27, 5:30-6:15 pm. Ready 
to test your knowledge of 
history, pop culture, current 
events, & random useless 
facts? 3-round game of on-
line trivia. Questions will be 
delivered via a Zoom meet-
ing.  Ages: Teen to Adult. 
763-261-4454 to register.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
If you or anyone you 

know is 60 or under & has 
been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease, you are wel-
come to attend our group. We 
meet the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 6:30-8pm at 
Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, 
MN 55309.  

Specific topics will be 
scheduled along with open 
forum. Spouse/Care Partner/
Family are encouraged to at-
tend!    Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at 763-
350-7401.

Libraries Open to Com-
puter by Appointment

Starting July 1, all librai-
res will be open to computer 
by appointment. This service 
is in addition to our curbside 
pickup & Print2Go services.

To access a library com-
puter, call your local library 
or the GRRL Hotline number 
1-833-GET-GRRL (1-833-
438-4775). Safety measures 
& capacity guidelines visit 
griver.org/locations or local 
library’s Facebook page.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held 
every other month on the 2nd 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Next hymn 
sing is Sun., Aug. 9. Check 
Snake River Church Face-
Book page for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & 
then L on 180th Ave (8940 
180th Ave), Becker. Mary 
612-219-8648. 

Becker All School Reunion
Scheduled for Thurs., 

Sept. 10, has been cancelled 
due to COVID-19. The an-
nual Becker All School Re-
union is usually held the 
Thurs. after Labor Day at 
Pebble Creek Golf Course in 
Becker. 

Plan to attend next year’s 
All School Reunion, Thurs., 
Sept. 9. All are welcome. For 
more info contact Audrey 
Orton 320-743-2636.

Announcements

Becker Area Senior Center
(BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC get-together at Becker City Park on Tues., 
July 28 at 10:30 am.

 Bring a chair & bag lunch. 
Water, coffee & cookies provided. 

Masks are encouraged.
Music by Duane Walter.

See you there!

July Sherburne County 
Health and Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are 
pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and chil-
dren to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, 
breastfeeding support, healthy foods and referrals to health 
services/community resources. The service is free, and you or 
your children may be eligible.  For more information, please 
call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the web-
site http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. The United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low 
cost immunizations for children 18 years of age or younger 
and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and older in 
Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more informa-
tion, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

 

RSVP /The Volunteer Bridge
Senior Friendship Circle Volunteer Leader –  With over 
60 participants and not enough volunteers, we are in des-
perate need of your help!  Become a leader with the Senior 
Friendship Circle and make a difference in older adults’ 
lives.  Friendship circles are designed for small groups to 
connect by phone conference for weekly check-in and chats.  
Nothing complicated.  All that’s needed is a telephone!  
Circle Leaders only need to be age 55 or better, reside in 
Sherburne, Stearns, or Benton County, and be able to ini-
tiate phone calls.  Foster new friendships and be a Senior 
Friendship Circle Volunteer Leader!  (If you are interested in 
being a participant and receive phone calls from a volunteer 
to combat loneliness and isolation, please contact RSVP to 
sign up!)
Sherburne County Government Center Greeter – Help 
your local government by being the first point of contact 
for community members entering the Government Center.  
Assist in greeting patrons, directing phone calls, and answer-
ing questions.  Current needs are for Wednesday AM and 
Wednesday PM shift, with occasional other shifts available.  
Background check will be required and must be able to sit 
at a desk for at least one 4-hour shift a week.  Training pro-
vided!  Precautions are in place to ensure volunteers’ health 
and safety. 
Sherburne County Driver’s License Assistant – Sher-
burne County is seeking volunteers to be present during 
heavy public use times in the State Driver License and 
County Recorder service area at the Government Center in 
Elk River.  Volunteers will be the first point of contact for 
those entering this area for service.  Volunteers will direct 
customers to the correct service area and aid with complet-
ing forms and resources to accurately do so.   Pre-service 
screening, orientation and training required.  Precautions are 
in place to ensure volunteers’ health and safety. 
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other oppor-
tunities, please contact:
RSVP/The Volunteer Bridge
763-635-4505
heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

BECKER SCHOOLS LUNCH

Becker Public Schools will sponsor the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) this summer. This program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
and is administered in Minnesota by the Minnesota De-
partment of Education, Food and Nutrition Service. 

Service will occur on Tuesday’s between 11:00am 
and 1:00pm at Door #3 of the High School and is free to 
any child 18 and under. 

Dates of service are: July 21, July 28, August 4, Au-
gust 11, August 18, and August 25. Each bag will contain 
5 breakfasts and 5 lunches that meet the meal pattern re-
quirements set by USDA. To participate in this program 
please contact Felicia Kittok: fkittok@isd726.org.

BECKER MEALS ON WHEELS

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / MEALS ON 
WHEELS
July 20-24

During this COVID-19 pandemic
Mon-Fri meals are:

“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”
Frozen meals are available for weekends.
1% milk is served with every meal. Menu subject to 
change. Call 763-856-4082 for more information. Sug-
gested contribution for persons 60+ & volunteers is $4.25 
- $8.

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS GENERAL DENTIST

10% OFF
ALL DENTURES 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

FOR MORE INFO CALL

877.977.6677
EXPIRES 9.30.2020

AFFORDABLE DENTURES
& IMPLANTS - ST. CLOUD, P.C.
3959 2nd Street, Suite 207/208

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Offer good only at designated location. 10% off discount applied to the cost of all Dentures. Coupon 
must be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other coupon, discount, 
insurance package, package price or prior order. Offer may change or end without notice. Limit one coupon 
per person. *Free Consult and X-Ray offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. 
Additional fees may be incurred depending on individual cases. Advertised fees effective through 9/30/20.

27326-2

WE’RE HERE 
FOR YOU!
Your Health & Well-Being are 
Our #1 Priority.

• Affordable Dentures

• Extractions

• Affordable Implants

• Relines & Repairs

• Sedation Dentistry

• Free Consult & X-Ray for 
   New Denture Patients*

• Best Price Guarantee**

GO AHEAD 
& SMILE 

ST. CLOUD!

Now Open to Serve You in St. Cloud!

**Treatment plan must come from a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject to verification. Some 
plans are excluded.  Full details of the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this practice.  [Valid until December 31, 2020.]

877.977.6677 | AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

Announce Your Free Event! Email event to legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com - Deadline in noon on Wednesday



STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE	

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

6-29-2020	
Court File No. 71-PR-20-75
Estate of
Patsy M. Genz,
Decedent		

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an appli-
cation for informal probate of the 
Decedent’s Will, dated September 
11,2015, (“Will”), has been filed 
with the Registrar. The application 
has been granted.

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has informally ap-
pointed David J. Genz, whose 
address is 5930 16th Avenue SE, 
St. Cloud, MN 56304, as personal 
representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent. Any heir, devisee or 
other interested person may be en-
titled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Unless objections are 
filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders, the personal representative 
has full power to administer the 
Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of let-
ters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representative must be 
filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the fil-
ing of an appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred.
Dated: June 29,2020	
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka 
Registrar
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Jan C. Larson
Johnson, Larson, & Peterson, P.A.
908 Commercial Drive
Buffalo, MN 55313
Attorney License No: 17659X
Telephone: (763) 682-4550
FAX: (763) 682-4465
Email: Jan.Larson@jlplawmn.
com
(Published in the Patriot: 
07/11/20; 07/18/20).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Twin Cities 
College Essay Coach
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 14386-100th St. SE 
Becker MN 55308 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Tschida Communications, LLC
Address:
3117 Berwick Knoll Brooklyn 
Park MN 55443 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Leslie A. Ander-
son, Attorney
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: paa@laalegal.com
Work Item 1165879400026
Original  Fi le  Number 
1165879400026
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
07/01/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Citizen-Tribune: 
07/11/20; 07/25/20).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
  COUNTY OF SHERBURNE	

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 71-PR-20-14
Estate of
DONALD J. HAUSKEN,
Decedent		

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that on August 
13, 2020, at 2:10 p.m., a hearing 

will be held in this Court at 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River,	
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the will of the Decedent, dated 
January 4, 2012, under Minn. 
Stat. 524.2-513 (“Will”), and for 
the appointment of Kurt Hausken, 
whose address is 313 Oriole Ave-
nue S, Maple Lake MN 55358 as 
personal representative of the Es-
tate of the Decedent in an UNSU-
PERVISED administration. Any 
objections to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or at 
the hearing. If proper and if no 
objections are filed, the personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.
Dated: July 13, 2020	
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka 
Court Administrator
/s/ Debra A. Boltjes
Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Sheldon R. Brown
Young & Brown, LLC
63 Oak Avenue S
P.O. Box 859
Annandale MN 55302
(320) 274-8221 (Telephone)
(320) 274-3476 (Facsimile)
brown@annandalelaw.com
Attorney License No.: 12154
(Published in the Patriot: 
07/18/20; 07/25/20).
___________________________
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Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 
at the following 

locations:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

Probate? Lien Sales? 
Assumed Name?

Legal Notice 
Questions?

Contact Kathy 
At The PATRIOT

763-275-0275
or

legals.kathy@
patriotnewsmn.com

Legal 
Notices,

Police 
and 

Sheriffs’
Reports 
are on-
line at
www.

patriot-
newsmn.

com

CITY OF CLEAR LAKE
NOTICE OF FILING FOR CITY ELECTION

2020 GENERAL ELECTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that filing for the offices of 

Mayor and two (2) City Council Members will open Tuesday, July 
28, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. and will close Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 
5:00 p.m.

OFFICES TO BE FILLED: One (1) Mayoral position, which 
serves a two-year term and two (2) Council member positions 
which serve a four-year term.  All terms begin January 4, 2021 
(first Monday in January).

Affidavits of candidacy will be received week days beginning 
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at Clear Lake City Hall, 7684 1st Ave West 
during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday and 
until 5 p.m. Tuesday, August 11, 2020.  You must declare which seat 
or position that you are filing for on your affidavit.

The Election for these City Offices will be held on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020.

A $2.00 filing fee is required for each candidate.
/s/ Kari Mechtel, City Clerk/Treasurer			 
Date posted: July 18, 2020
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).

NOTICE OF FILING
CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP

The Township of Clearwater, Wright County, Minnesota, will 
have an election of township officers at the General Election on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020, at the town hall, to elect two super-
visors for a four-year term and one treasurer for a four- year term.  
The terms of William Langenbacher, Supervisor B and Rose Thelen, 
Supervisor C, and Cassie Kenning Treasurer, are expiring. 

Filings are to be made at the Clerk’s office at Clearwater Town-
ship Hall, 15015 State Hwy 24 NW. Clearwater, from July 28, 2020 
to August 11, 2020.  Office hours are Monday 8am-2pm, Wednesday 
8am-1pm. Office will be open from 1pm - 5pm on August 11th. The 
last day for a candidate to withdraw from the election is Thursday, 
August 13, 2020 until 5 p.m.   Filing fee is $2.
Jean Just, Clerk
Township of Clearwater
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Lynden Township Board of Supervisors will hold a pub-

lic hearing on Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at 6:00 PM at the Lynden 
Township Hall, 21367 County Road 44, Clearwater MN 55320 to 
consider a Conditional Use Permit application submitted by Michael 
Nadeau of Newport Leasing Group for office space, outdoor sales 
lot, truck space leasing at 20041 Edison Circle, Clearwater MN. A 
Conditional Use Permit is required according to Section 9.11.5 L 
and V and subject to the performance standards listed in Section 6 
and Section 7 of Stearns County Zoning Ordinance #439 adopted 
by reference as Lynden Township Ordinance #7. The subject prop-
erty is 2 contiguous lots North – South: PID #19.10600.0003, and 
19.10600.0004 described as Lot 004, and Lot 005, Block 001 of 
Clearview Terrace, Section 34, Township 123, Range 27.

Due to the current Covid-19 Pandemic situation, attendance is 
limited and social distancing of 6 (six) feet or more will be enforced. 
Person unable to attend and persons wishing to comment on the 
application should submit written comments to Lynden Township 
Clerk, Jenny Schmidt, 20517 Woodbine Rd., Clearwater MN 55320 
or emailed to clerk@lyndentownship.net or submitted via the drop-
box at the Town Hall.
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).

Monticello-Big Lake Community Hospital District
NOTICE OF ELECTION

TO:   Voters of the City of Big Lake, Township of Big Lake, City 
of Monticello, Township of Monticello, Township of Becker, City of 
Otsego, and Township of Silver Creek.

RE:   Election of Hospital Board Members of Monticello-Big 
Lake Community Hospital District.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that an election of Hospital Board 
members to the Board of Monticello-Big Lake Community Hospital 
District shall be conducted in conjunction with the General Election 
on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.
THE FOLLOWING SEATS ON THE BOARD ARE UP FOR 
ELECTION:

One member from the City of Big Lake; 
One member from the Township of Silver Creek;
One member from the City of Monticello;
One member for Member at Large
Candidates for the Member-at-Large must reside within any 
city or township within the Hospital District; (City of Big Lake, 
Township of Big Lake, City of Monticello, Township of Monti-
cello, Township of Silver Creek, Township of Becker, and City of 
Otsego).  Candidates can only file for one position.  

Persons elected this year shall be elected for a term of four years, 
commencing on the first Monday in January, 2021. Persons elected 
on November 3, 2020, shall be issued a Certificate of Election, and 
will be required to file an Oath and Acceptance of office in order to 
qualify for office.  

Any person can file who will be at least 21 years of age on 
January 1, 2021.  Candidates must reside within the city or township 
which they seek to represent. Member at Large candidate may live in 
any City or Township that makes up this Hospital District. An “Affi-
davit for Candidacy” must be filed.  This “Affidavit for Candidacy” 
can be obtained from the Clerk of the City/Township in which he/
she resides.  Candidate must file with the Clerk of the city/township 
where he/she resides within the filing period.

Filings open:    Tuesday, July 28, 2020   - During normal busi-
ness office hours.
Filings close:    Tuesday, August 11, 2020   - Filings close at 
5 p.m.          

Deadline for withdrawal from being a candidate once filed is 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

Interested applicants should check with City/Township office 
for their office hours.

There is no filing fee.
Board of Directors Secretary/Clerk 
Monticello-Big Lake Community Hospital District
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20; 07/25/20).

HAVEN TOWNSHIP
FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the Town Clerk at 
4230 45th Ave. S.E., St. Cloud, MN. 56304, between 8 a.m. July 
28, 2020, and 5 p.m., August 11, 2020. Call Mike at 320-248-5866  
During the above time period for an appointment to file. 
For office of:

1 SUPERVISOR......3 YEAR TERM
Supervisor Position A (Knowles)
1 SUPERVISOR......3 YEAR TERM
Supervisor Position B  (Schlingmann)

Filing fee: $2.00  
Signed Mike C. Zniewski, Clerk                 
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20; 07/25/20).

CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker City Council will 
hold their bi-monthly meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 5, 
2020 at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue.  The City 
Council will hold the following public hearings at this meeting:   

Approximately 5:00 p.m. Public Hearing:  City Code Chap-
ter 9 Amendment to the City of Becker Residential Yard Parking 
Regulations ordinance in Chapter 9. Staff will review the proposed 
edit.

Following the above Hearing: City Code Chapter 11 Amend-
ments to the City of Becker Land Use Regulation (Zoning) ordi-
nance Chapter 11. Edits include, but are not limited to, Accessory 
Structure Standards, Parking Standards specific to Zoning District, 
and Surfacing requirements for parking and storage of vehicles. As 
well as standards specific to Storage and Parking of Recreation Ve-
hicles, Trailers, and Other Personal Recreation Equipment standards, 
and edits to Outside Storage standards.

Anyone interested in these issues is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you are unable to attend please 
provide written comment to Mary Roe at P.O. Box 250, Becker, MN 
55308 or by e-mail to mroe@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m. August 
5, 2020. 
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).

TOWN OF ORROCK 
SHERBURNE COUNTY 

MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF FILING

FOR TOWN OFFICES TO BE ELECTED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to qualified voters of Orrock 

Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, filing for Town 
Office will be held for a two-week period. Filing shall begin on Tues-
day July 28, 2020 and will close on Tuesday August 11, 2020 at 
5:00PM.

Affidavits of Candidacy will be accepted for the following of-
ficed to be voted on at the November 3, 2020 Election: Supervisor 
C - a four (4) year term, Supervisor D - a four (4) year term, and 
Clerk - a four (4) year term.

Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed with the Town Clerk by 
appointment. The filing fee is $2.00 (cash or check only). Contact 
the Township Clerk, Brenda Kimberly-Maas, 763- 263-8111 OR the 
Township Deputy Clerk Chris Weber, 612-987-2223 to set up ap-
pointment to file an Affidavit of Candidacy.

The Sherburne County Auditor’s Office is the designated absen-
tee voting location, for the November 3, 2020 Election.
/s/ Brenda Kimberly-Maas Clerk, Orrock Township
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).

TOWN OF BIG LAKE 
SHERBURNE COUNTY MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF FILING
FOR TOWN OFFICES TO BE ELECTED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all qualified voters of Big 
Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Affidavits of Candidacy will be accepted for the following of-
fices to be voted on, at the November 3, 2020 Election: Supervisor 
Seat #1 – a two (2) year term to fill a vacancy, Supervisor Seat #3 – a 
four (4) year term, and Supervisor Seat #4 – a four (4) year term to 
fill a vacancy.

Filing for Town Office will be held for a two-week period be-
ginning Tuesday July 28, 2020 and closing on Tuesday August 11, 
2020 at 5:00PM. Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed at the office 
of the Town Clerk. Town Clerk’s Office is located at the Big Lake 
Town Hall, 21960 County Road 5. Office Hours: Monday – Thurs-
day 8:00AM – 3:00PM and Friday 8:00AM – 12:00PM. Filing fee is 
$2.00 (cash or check, only).
/s/ Brenda Kimberly-Maas
Town Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 07/18/20).
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BECKER POLICE DEPARTMENT  
ACTIVITY REPORT 

WEEK ENDING JULY 12, 2020
6-July: 1 driving after cancellation / no proof of insurance Citation #207, 
1 security check, 1 alarm, 1 harassment, 1 record check, 1 property dam-
age, 1 dog complaint, 1 stop sign warning, 1 no front plate / equipment 
warning, 1 5th degree controlled substance, x2 / ineligible person in pos-
session of firearm / receiving stolen property
7-July: 2 security check, 1 fire alarm, 1 traffic complaint, 2 medical, 1 
civil, 1 record check, 1 expired registration warning, 1 speed Citation 
#208, 1 failure to move over for emergency , 1 vehicle warning, 1 speed 
Citation #209, 3 speed warning, 1 speed Citation #210, 1 public assist, 1 
speed Citation #211, 1 suspicious activity, 1 driving conduct warning, 1 
equipment warning, 1 extra patrol
8-July: 2 parking ordinance warning, 1 open door, 1 security check, 1 
found property, 1 traffic complaint, 2 record check, 2 civil, 1 speed Ci-
tation #214, 5 speed warning, 1 Speed Citation #215, 1 driving conduct 
warning, 1 traffic complaint, 1 Speed Citation #216, 1 Speed Citation 
#217, 1 suspicious activity, 1 medical, 1 suspicious vehicle / Juvenile in 
possession of tobacco Citation #218
9-July: 1 welfare check, 3 security check, 1 equipment / speed warn-
ings, 1 traffic complaint, 1 record check, 1 open door, 1 garbage/littering 
complaint, 1 suspicious activity, 2 equipment warning, 1 agency assist
10-July: 9 speed warning, 3 security check, 2 medical, 1 speed Citation 
#219, 1 record check, 1 miscellaneous public, 1 public assist, 1 expired 
registration warning / Speed Citation #220, 1 vulnerable adult intake, 1 
passing in no passing zone warning, 3 suspicious activity, 
crosswalk violation warning, 1 hands free violation / Citation #221, 1 
fail to move over for emergency vehicle Citation #222, 1 speed Citation 
#223, 1 speed Citation #224, 1 speed Citation #225, 1 expired registration 
/ speed Citation #226, 1 speed Citation #227, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 speed 
and suspended object warnings, 4 equipment warning, 1 suspicious ve-
hicle, 1 public as-sist
11-July: 1 possession of small amount of marijuana / possession of drug 
paraphernalia Citation #229, 1 driving after revocation Citation #228, 1 
warrant arrest x2 / felon in possession of fire-arm / fail to comply with 
Peace Officers arrest, 1 juvenile runaway, 1 suspicious activity, 2 ac-ci-
dent, 2 alarm, 1 miscellaneous officer
12-July: 2 agency assist, 3 medical, 1 shooting complaint, 1 Miscel-
laneous officer, 1 welfare check, 1 accident, 1 public assist, 1 death, 1 
suspicious vehicle, 1 medical assist, 1 traffic com-plaint

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
WEEK OF JULY 6 - JULY 12, 2020

The following individuals have been booked into the Sherburne Co. 
Jail for the alleged offense(s):
Joseph Allen Yellow, Jr., 24 of Superior, WI  54880 - FEL Felon in Pos-
session of Firearm. Freddie Tyrone Dudley, 24 of Bayport, MN  55003 
- FEL Felon in Possession of Firearm and Dept. of Cor-rections war-
rant. Tea Marie Whittaker, 21 of Big Lake, MN  55309 - GM Domestic 
Assault. Justin Lee Bieganowski, 35 of Monticello, MN  55362 - FEL 
Domestic Abuse No Contact Order vio-lation & Dept. of Corrections 
warrant. Sabrina Fay Wieland, 19 of Coon Rapids, MN  55433 - FEL 5th 
Degree Drugs, MSD Possess Small Amount of Marijuana & Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia. Chase Curtis Angell, 23 of Elk River, MN  55330 
- FEL 5th Degree Drugs & 4th Degree DWI. Cordell Martez Hall, 33 of 
NPA - FEL 5th Degree Drugs, MSD Drug Paraphernalia & State of Indi-
ana warrant. Anthony Robert Crossland, 26 of Becker, MN  55308 - FEL 
Weapons, 5th Degree Controlled Substance & Receiving Stolen Property. 
Isaiah Vincent Jamal Mordal, 26 of Becker, MN  55309 - FEL 5th Degree 
Controlled Substance & Dept. of Corrections warrant. Dylan Andrew 
Lopez, 18 of Alton, TX  78572 - FEL 5th Degree Drugs & Anoka Co. 
warrant. Vala Marie Eagle, 28 of Onamia, MN  56359 - FEL 5th Degree 
Drugs & DWI.  Mahogany Essence Loggins, 24 of St. Paul, MN  55106 - 
Washington Co. warrant. Richard Brandon Standingcloud, 38 of Duluth, 
MN  55802 - Sherburne Co. warrant.

Citations Issued: 2 Drugs - Possess Drug Paraphernalia, 1 Failure to Obey 
Traffic Control Device, 1 Careless Driving, 21 Speed, 1 Fail to Stop at 
Stop Signs or Stop Line, 8 No Proof of Insurance, 1 Drive without Valid 
License for Vehicle Class or Type, 1 Liquor Consumption by Persons 
Under 21, 1 Property Damage - Intentional Damage, 1 Trespass, 2 Dis-
orderly Conduct. Total: 40

Calls for Service: 6 Theft, 1 Theft-MV-Other, 2 Assault, 5 Drugs/Narcot-

ics, 1 Crimes Against Family, 2 DWI, 5 Disturbing the Peace, 6 Harass-
ment, 3 Property Damage, 1 Criminal Sexual Conduct, 1 Driving after 
Revocation/Suspension/Cancellation, 2 Crimes Against Administration 
of Justice, 1 Liquor Violation, 1 Trespass, 3 Fraud Complaint, 3 Animal 
Lost, 1 Missing Person, 1 Found Person, 6 Animal Found, 3 Property 
Found, 1 Abandoned Vehicle, 2 Accident – MV Per-sonal Injury, 6 Acci-
dent – MV Property Damage, 4 Accident – Vehicle v. Animal, 5 Animal 
Com-plaint, 1 Conservation, 2 Dog Complaint, 1 Fire – Grass, 2 Alarm 
– Fire, 1 Gas Leak/Smell, 30 Medical, 9 Mental Case, 1 Alarm – Medical, 
4 Miscellaneous Public, 6 Domestic, 7 Public Assist, 16 Agency Assist, 
15 Alarm – Security, 15 Civil Complaint, 1 Administrative, 124 Officer 
Initiated Traffic Stop, 14 Traffic Complaint, 1 Garbage/Littering, 2 Sus-
picious Person, 9 Suspicious Vehicle, 6 Juvenile Complaint, 2 Attempt 
to Locate, 19 Security Check, 12 Extra Patrol, 20 Check the Welfare, 3 
Boating Complaint, 6 ATV Complaint, 1 Shooting Complaint, 1 Repos-
session, 4 Fireworks Complaint, 4 Parking Complaint, 4 Jail Medical, 1 
Jail Medical Guard, 4 Paper Service, 1 Recovered Stolen Motor Vehicle, 
14 Suspicious Activity, 3 Down Signs, 1 Hazardous Road Conditions, 2 
Hazardous Materials, 24 Miscellaneous Officer, 6 Background Check, 1 
Open Door, 2 Warrant Arrest, 20 Transport, 1 Jail Incident, 2 Equipment 
Problems, 4 911 Hang up, 1 Juvenile Runaway, 3 Public Lift Assist, 1 
Vehicle Lockout. Total: 506

June 28th: Ryan Meyers on 117th Street NW in Livonia Twp. reported 
- theft of license plate.
July 1st: Jessica Davis on 100th Street NW in Baldwin Twp. reported - 
theft of cash & prescriptions from vehicle overnight.   
July 2nd: William Kopp on 191st Street NW in Big Lake Twp. reported 
the theft of equipment from vehicles, items taken include: Stihl Chop 
Saw with concrete blade & 2 DeWalt Cordless Drills, value $ 1,500.

WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
PERIOD ENDING JULY 13, 2020

July 6: Alejandro Palacious-Salomon, 31, of Annandale, was arrested in 
Annandale - Martin Co. warrant - driving after revocation.
July 7: Jacob Charles Holland, 28, of Bloomington, was arrested in Hen-
nepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft.
July 8: Christopher James McDaniel, 33, of Otsego, was arrested in 
Otsego - charge of 2nd degree assault. Monica Elizabeth Brase, 33, of 
Eden Prairie, was arrested in Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft vi-
olations. Mohamed Ahmed Jama, 28, of Willmar, was arrested in Cokato 
- charges of robbery & theft. Trevor Robert Campbell-Berry, 24, of Pine 
City, was arrested in Monticello - charge of 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance. Sara Lynn Pope, 19, of Zimmerman, was arrested 
in Monticello - charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. 
Leslee Marie Villebrun, 29, no permanent address, was arrested in Otsego 
- charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance & Hennepin 
Co. warrant - theft from motor ve-hicle. Christopher Anthony Jones, 40, 
no permanent address, was arrested in Otsego - charges of 5th degree pos-
session of controlled substance & false information to law enforcement, 
a Ramsey Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance 
& MN Dept. of Corrections warrant - parole violation. Samuel Donald 
Eevert Sarkinen, 21, of Elk River, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 3rd 
degree DWI.
July 9: Phillip James Roberts, 43, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - 
charge of 2nd degree DWI. Virginia Rae Curtis, 39, of Blackduck, was 
arrested in Annandale - charges of receiving stolen property & false in-
formation to law enforcement. Dwayne Anthony King, 25, of Minne-ap-
olis, was arrested in Washington Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree 
aggravated robbery violations. Kyle Gregory Payne, 35, of Maple Lake, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. apprehension & detention order - 1st 
degree DWI test refusal violations. Eric Kent Peterson, 44, of Buffalo, 
was arrested in Buffalo Twp. - charge of violation of harassment restrain-
ing order. Ra-chel Esther Thissen, 47, of Delano, was arrested in Buffalo 
- Hennepin Co. apprehension & detention order - 2nd degree DWI. Katya 
Tabakov, 26, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance. Kyle Preston Garrow, 18, of Monti-
cello, was arrested in Monticello - Wright Co. apprehension & detention 
order - 3rd degree criminal sexu-al conduct violations. Jacob Matthew 
Houck, 27, of Monticello, was arrested in Monticello - charge of 3rd 
degree DWI. Jodi Lee Anderson, 48, of Crystal, was arrested in Silver 
Creek Twp. - Wright Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance violations. Jesse Patrick Garding, 42, of St. Cloud, was arrested 
in Clearwater - charge of fleeing law enforcement. Lori Kay Thielen, 
54, of Monticello, was arrested in Monticello - Wright Co. warrant - 4th 
degree assault violations.
July 10: Kyle Chester Belanger, 28, of Pierz, was arrested in Monti-

cello - charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. Eric Lee 
Childs, 31, of Minneapolis, was arrested in Maple Lake Twp. - charges 
of attempted 1st degree murder while committing domestic abuse, 2nd 
degree assault, 5th degree assault, violation of domestic abuse no contact 
order, child endangerment, kidnapping, terroristic threats & driving after 
cancellation inimical to public safety. Steven Wayne Ficken, 44, of Isanti, 
was arrested in Chisago Co. - Wright Co. warrant - possession of shoplift-
ing gear violations. Gregory Dominic Martinez, 20, of St. Michael, was 
arrested in Albertville - charges of aggravated 1st degree robbery, 2nd 
degree assault, possession of stolen property & 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance. Dillon Neil Lyrek, 27, of Monticello, was arrested 
in St. Michael - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance violation. Owen Richard Grieger, 22, of Maple Lake, was ar-
rested in Maple Lake - charge of fleeing law enforcement. Thomas Ron-
ald Signorelli, 55, of Otsego, was arrested in St. Michael - MN Dept. of 
Corrections warrant - parole violation. Benjamin Keith Berry, 34, of Les-
ter Prairie, was arrested in Cokato Twp. - Wright Co. warrant - 3rd degree 
possession of controlled substance violation. Benjamin Douglas Patri, 29, 
of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - charge of 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance. M. Scott Thompson, 54, of Chaska, was arrested in 
Montrose - charge of driving after cancellation inimical to public safety.
July 11: Jordon Paul Wagner, 23, of Otsego, was arrested in Albertville 
- charges of 4th degree assault, obstruction with force, 5th degree assault 
& disorderly conduct. Justin Michael Wagner, 21, of Albertville, was ar-
rested in Albertville - charge of 4th degree assault, obstruction with force, 
5th degree assault & disorderly conduct. Stefan Michael Patton Kehr, 
31, of Albertville, was arrested in Albertville - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd 
degree DWI violations. Antonio Raque Lorenzo, 45, of St. Michael, was 
arrested in St. Michael - charge of 3rd degree DWI.
July 12: Chad Allan Brink, 48, of Hanover, was arrested in Hanover - 
charge of reckless discharge of dangerous weapon. Evan Charles Groth-
aus, 26, of Annandale, was arrested in Clearwater - charge of 2nd degree 
DWI. Cameron Joseph Mogensen, 22, of Lester Prairie, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of disorderly conduct. Michael Richard Stine, 28, of 
Albertville, was arrested in Albertville - charge of 3rd degree DWI.

 There were 12 Property Damage Accidents, 6 Personal Injury Accidents, 
3 Hit and Run Acci-dents and 2 Car Deer Accidents. 

 There were 6 arrests for DWI, 1 Underage Consumption arrests, No 
School Bus Stop Arm Violations & 104 tickets for miscellaneous traffic 
violations reported this week.

BIG LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT  
CALLS FOR SERVICE - JAIL BOOKINGS
WEEK OF JULY 6, 2020 - JULY 12, 2020

Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service for Week: 292; 2020 
Calls for Service: 8,926; Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 80; Citations: 24; 
Arrests: 4; Medical Emergency Calls: 6; Mental Health Holds: 0; Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 9
BLPD Jail Bookings – Also Reflected in the Sherburne County Sher-
iffs Officer Booking Report:
Joseph Yellow – (Age 24 – Duluth, MN) – Felon in Possession of a 
Firearm; Tea Whittaker – (Age 21 – Big Lake, MN) – Domestic As-
sault; Dylan Lopez – (Age 18 – Mission, TX) – Felony 5th Degree 
Controlled Substance; Eric Martner – (Age 29 – Becker, MN) – Con-
trolled Sub-stance - Misdemeanor 4th Degree DWI
Sun., July 12, 2020: 140 blk Will St - Trespassing - Report of a suspect at 
property who was not welcome there; 18400 blk Traverse Ln - Domestic 
Disturbance - Officers responded to a domestic altercation. Investigation 
ongoing.
Sat., July 11, 2020: Hwy 10/CR 14 - Felon in Possession of Handgun 
– Officer stopped vehicle for traffic violation, could smell burning mar-
ijuana coming from inside vehicle, located a loaded hand-gun. Driver 
arrested and booked into jail; Hwy 10/168th St - Revoked Driver - Driver 
stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked; 330 blk Monroe St - Disturbance - Officers dispatched 
mediate a verbal disturbance.
Fri., July 10, 2020: 810 blk Harrison Dr - Domestic Disturbance - Of-
ficers mediated a verbal domestic altercation; 4600 blk Pond View Cir 
- Domestic Assault - Officers dispatched to a domestic disturbance, one 
individual found to have been assaulted, suspect arrested and booked into 
jail for Domestic Assault.
Thurs., July 9, 2020: CR 81/206th Ave - Revoked Driver - Driver 
stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked; 18710 blk Traverse Ln - Juvenile Complaint - Report of 
disorderly juveniles, mediated by officers; 1040 Kilbirnie Rd - Harass-
ment - Officers in-vestigated harassment via text message/phone calls; 
130 blk Eagle Lake Rd N - DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic violation 
and found to be under the influence of Narcotics. Arrested and brought 
to police department for eval.
Wed., July 8, 2020: 4300 blk Pintail St – Found Marijuana – Mail driver 
located a large bag of marijuana inside a mailbox; Hwy 10/CR 14 - Re-
voked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; Lake St S/Harrison Dr - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons 
for Driving While Revoked.
Tues., July 7, 2020: 350 blk Fern St - Theft - Report of property theft, 
investigation ongoing; 20090 blk January St - Fraud - Officers investi-
gating fraud complaint.
Mon., July 6, 2020: Minnesota Ave/CR 43 - Marijuana in a Vehicle - 
Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell burning mari-
juana, driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession; 21520 blk Hugh 
Ln - Domestic Assault - Officers dispatched to a domestic disturbance, 
on individual found to have been assaulted, suspect arrested and booked 
into jail for Domestic Assault; 4150 blk Lake Ridge Dr - Fraud - Officers 
investigating fraud complaint; 110 blk Jefferson Blvd - Felony Narcotic 
Arrest – Officer stopped vehicle for traffic violation, could smell mari-
juana coming from inside of the vehicle, passenger admitted to having 
marijuana inside backpack, officer located large quantity of marijuana. 
Passenger arrested and booked into jail.

Obituaries
ELIZABETH “LIZ” K. NORGAARD, 80

BECKER, MN
APRIL 23, 1940 – JULY 10, 2020

Private fam-
ily Graveside 
S e r v i c e s 
wereTues-
day, July 
1 4 t h , 
2 0 2 0 , 
at Fort 
Snelling 

National 
Cemetery 
in Min-
n e a p o l i s 
for Elizabeth 
K. Norgaard, 
age 80, who passed 
away at The Beehive Homes 
in Maple Grove on July 10, 
2020.  Pastor Rob Olsen offi-
cated. Visitation was Monday, 
July 13th, at Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home in 
Becker. 

Liz was born April 23, 
1940 in Minneapolis to Lloyd 
and Carolyn (Barrett) Kel-
ley.  She married Howard L 
Norgaard on June 16, 1960 
in Robbinsdale, MN.  Liz and 
Howard served as Missionaries 
in Africa for five years where 
their sons were born.  After 
returning to Minnesota, they 
adopted their daughter from 
South Korea. Liz made a dif-
ference in the lives of children 
and staff as a teacher in Min-
neapolis and Madelia School 
Districts.  After retirement the 
couple moved to Becker to be 
near their grandchildren, who 
knew her as Farmor. Liz was 

a member of Becker 
Baptist Church 

where she often 
volunteered. 
She enjoyed 
t r ave l ing , 
plays, or-
c h e s t r a , 
arts, read-
ing, needle 
point, sing-

ing, playing 
piano and 

spending time 
with her grand-

children.  Liz was an 
intelligent, compassionate 

person with a great sense of 
humor and an infectious smile. 
She shared her strong faith in 
Jesus with her children, grand-
children, and everyone else in 
her life. 

Liz is survived by her 
son, Philip (Sandi) of Union-
town, OH; grandchildren, 
Andrew (Kayla), Emily, and 
Nick (Wren) Norgaard, Eli-
jah and James Moon; sister, 
Kathleen (Lowell) Peterson 
of Eden Prairie; sister-in-law, 
Jan Kelley of Piedmont, CA. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Howard 
on June 30, 2017; son, Bruce; 
daughter, Naomi Moon; and 
brother, Thomas Kelley.

Memorials are preferred in 
lieu of flowers. 

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

Campus News
Campus News

St. Cloud State University announced the following 
students to Spring Dean’s List. Becker students: Taylor 
Begherr, College of Science and Engineering, Biology: 
Biodiversity, Ecology & Evolution, BS; Morgan Boros, 
PSEO, PSEO; Sierra Bratsch, College of Science and En-
gineering, Biomedical Sciences, BS; Wesley Cavegn, Her-
berger Business School, Management, BS; Kyle Cleaver, 
PSEO, PSEO; Michael Free, College of Science and En-
gineering, Physics, BS; Samuel Hintermeister, PSEO, 
PSEO; Megan Hoppe, School of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Community Psychology, BS; Zachary Hurd, Col-
lege of Science and Engineering, Computer Science BS;  
Gabrielle Imm, College of Science and Engineering, Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology, BS; Madelynn John-
son, PSEO, PSEO; Noah Knick, School of Health and 
Human Services, Medical Laboratory Science, BS; Jonah 
Kollman, School of Public Affairs, Political Science, 
BA; Isaac Koop, PSEO, PSEO; Emily LaMott, PSEO, 
PSEO; Anika Lukacs,   College of Liberal Arts, Psy-
chology, BA; Annastasia Minor, PSEO, PSEO; Cienna 
Pleoger, PSEO, PSEO; Quinn Radeke, School of Public 
Affairs, Social Studies Education, BS; Hana Reiter, Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, Theatre, BA; Rachel Rozko, College 
of Science and Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering, 
BS; Mitchell Sakry, College of Science and Engineering, 
Manufacturing Engineering Technology, BS; Katelyn 
Tasto, College of Science and Engineering, Computer Sci-
ence, BS; Jamison Ulbrich, PSEO, PSEO; Isabel Vogel, 
PSEO, PSEO; Jenna Voigt, School of Public Affairs, 
Criminal Justice Studies, BA; Emmarae Winter, School 
of Education, SPED: Academic and Behavioral Strategist, 
BS; Shelby Zoller, PSEO, PSEO; and Jordan Ulbrich, 
School of Health and Human Services, Health and Physi-
cal Education, BS. Clear Lake students: Paige Anderson, 
School of Health and Human Services, Social Work, BS; 
Brooke Corrigan, School of Health and Human Services, 
Social Work, BS; Alexis Dehmer, PSEO, PSEO; Samuel 
Egland, School of Health and Human Services, Health and 
Physical Education, BS; Lindsey Fruth, PSEO, PSEO; 
Shannon Gibbons, School of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Athletic Training, BS; Dylan Goenner, School of 
Public Affairs, Criminal Justice Studies, BA; Kyra Hen-
nek, College of Liberal Arts, Spanish, BA; Kaylee Jack-
son, School of Education, Elementary/K-6 Education, BS; 
Sarah Johnson, Herberger Business School, Accounting, 
BS; Lucas Karel, PSEO, PSEO; Ian Kimmerle, School of 
Health and Human Services, Health and Physical Educa-
tion, BS; Brandon Laudenbach, College of Science and 
Engineering, Computer Science, BS; Dylan Laudenbach, 
School of Public Affairs, Crimincal Justice Studies, BA; 
Madison Leaders, School of Health and Human Services, 
Communication Sciences and Disorders, BS; Samatha 
McKenzie, Herberger Business School, Finance, BS; 
Madison Pleoger, PSEO, PSEO; Kailyn Rogahn, Col-
lege of Science and Engineering, Pre-Mortuary Science, 
BA; Tristan Rudolph, PSEO, PSEO; Connor Schafer, 
PSEO, PSEO; Alaynna Suchy, PSEO, PSEO; Clayton 
Teff, College of Science and Engineering, Pre-Dentistry, 
BA; Adam Wilson, Herberger Business School, Manage-
ment, BS; and Kyla Yost, School of Education, Elemen-
tay/K-6 Education, BS.

St. Cloud State University announces Spring Grad List 
to the following. Becker students: Jasmine Anderson, 
Associate of Arts, Liberal Arts and Sciences; Johathon 
Crowley, Bachelor of Science, Health and Physical Educa-
tion; Taylor Dawson, Bachelor of Science, Entrepreneur-
ship; Kayla Dierkhising, Bachelor of Science, General 
Business; Stephen Krats, Bachelor of Science, Account-
ing; and Adrian Pop, Bachelor of Science, Accounting. 
Clear Lake students: Shannon Gibbons, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Athelic Training, Magna Cum Laude; Kaylee Jack-
son, Bachelor of Science, Elementary/K-6 Education, Cum 
Laud; Dylan Laudenbach, Bachelor of Art, Criminal Jus-
tice Studies, Cum Laude Samantha McKenzie, Bachlor 
of Scirnce, Finance; and Kailyn Rogahn, Associate of 
Arts, Liberal Arts and Sciences, Summa Cum Laude.

Sara Leistico of Clear Lake, Doctor of Pharmacy has  
graduated from Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa at the 
end of the spring 2020 semester.

Michaela Rae Laudenbach of Clearwater, Bachelor 
of Science: Exercise Science has graduated from South-
west Minnesota State University in Marshall, MN at the 
end of spring 2020 semester.



TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

For your convenience we accept:Classified Ad Deadline is 12 Noon WEDNESDAY

To Place Your Ad Call: • 763.275.0275  or 
stop by our office at 14054 Bank Street, Becker  • Web Site:  www.patriotnewsmn.com

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

MINNESOTA BLACKTOP-
PING. Residential & com-
mercial. Driveways, parking 
lots, asphalt, paving & asphalt 
patchwork. No job too small. 
Call for a free estimate 320-
259-7874 office. 3636 Quail 
Rd., Sauk Rapids. We accept 
Visa & Mastercard. 
www.mnblacktopping.net
________________________
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HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types of 
driveway aggregates, wood & 
rubber mulch, landscape sup-
plies, play/volleyball/mason 
sand, fieldstone boulders, 
steps & natural quarry stone, 
drainage supplies. M-F 7am-
4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 13530 
Williamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com
________________________

   OAK PARK 
    CREAMERY:
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. 
Fly control tubs & blocks, 
they control 4 types of 
flies. Back Rubber & Pour 
on, Bovi rubs, fly sprays. 
Fencing supplies, Alfalfa 
& grass seed. Twine spe-
cials: 9600-170 $30/bale, 
net wrap 48 x 9840 $190/
roll.     
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE 
    Oak Park, MN 
     320-968-7864

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each Month, 
Noon Lunch and Program
Rejoice Lutheran Church 

Clearwater, MN

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

Classifieds

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________GREAT NORTHERN 

UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktopping

Automotive

Computers

Farm Supplies

Gunsmith

Furniture

Landscaping Supplies

Outdoor Furnaces

Lawn Care

Office/Retail For Rent

Seniors

MNA Classifieds
Announcements

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
decep-tive advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other 
ads which require an investment. 
(MCN)

Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions ac-cepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (MCN)

_______________
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Pa-perwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

_______________
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

Business Opportunities

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
855-960-0997 (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(MCN)

Cable/ Internet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 

next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

_______________
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Pre-
mium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-844-245-2232. (MCN)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed. 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096 
(MCN)

_______________
High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)

_______________
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote.Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

Financial

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free 
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 855-995-
1557. (MCN) 

For Sale

Trailer Sale: 18 Dump Trailers, 
14k & 20k Skidloader trailers, Sin-
gle & tandem  axle utility trailers, 
Motorcycle pull-be-hind trailers, 
6V12 V-nose cargo $3,199.00, 
7’X16’ V-nose cargo $5,199.00, 
FOR PRICES & INFORMATION: 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 

or 515-972-4554. (MCN)

Health & Medical

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-372-
3080 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com/midwest (MCN)

_______________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258. (MCN)

_______________
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

_______________
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

_______________
Roundup 10 billion dollar weed 
killer cancer settlement. You or 
your loved one may still be able to 
file a claim. Call Attorney Charles 
H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727. 
(MCN)

Income Opportunites

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 

submission kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

_______________
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Pub-lishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250 
(MCN)

_______________
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated in-
surances companies. Let us do 
the shopping & save you time & 
money. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 855-697-1892. (M-F 
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

_______________
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Want To Buy

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call GOLD 
GEEK 1-866-274-7898 or visit 
www.GetGoldGeek.com/midwest 
BBB A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. Call 
today! (MCN)

Land  For Sale

SCENIC 40 ACRES. For sale 
in Sherburne County. Pictur-
esque setting. High, build-
able land with a canoeing & 
recreation pond northwest of 
Becker. Looking at all offers. 
84 acres of hunting land in 
Nashwauk, MN $89,900. Call 
Steve Hansen, King of Farm 
Sales. Re/Max Results. 320-
241-0905.
________________________
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Game Time



This week we voted 
to remove Gov. Walz’s 
emergency powers for the 
second time. 

The Governor called 
the Senate back to the 
Capitol Monday for a 
second special session. 
In response, we passed a 
resolution to end the Gov-
ernor’s peacetime emer-
gency powers initially 
enacted to prepare the 
state for the COVID-19 
pandemic. If the House 
also passes the resolution, 
it would put an end to the 
state’s longest peacetime 
emergency in history. Walz 
first put the state under 
emergency powers March 
13.

While this week test-
ing and positive cases in-
creased, it is more important 
to note that our ICU/Hospi-
talization rates have greatly 
decreased and our deaths 
are now in the low single 
digits. The percent of posi-
tive tests per hundred thou-
sand are dropping as well.  
These facts demonstrate 
that emergency powers are 
no longer needed. Minne-
sotans are quite capable of 

continuing their own pro-
tective measures.  

This pandemic is not 
historic and unprecedented, 
but Gov. Walz’s emer-
gency powers response is. 
It is like the fire depart-
ment staying onsite until 
the house is rebuilt. l have 
heard from my constituents 
that they feel like they are 
being treated like children 
- micromanaged by Gov. 
Walz. The Governor needs 
to relinquish his emergency 
powers and restore the bal-
ance between the branches 
of government. He initially 
used his emergency pow-
ers to prepare our state for 

the projected surge of 
COVID-19 cases, but he 
has taken it too far. For 
months he has arbitrarily 
controlled the reopening 
of our state, keeping some 
businesses closed while 
others opened. Now as we 
face the upcoming school 
year, it is past time to re-
establish local control and 
allow each school district 
to decide how they want 
to proceed next year. 

Gov. Walz cannot 
and has not represented 
our whole state with his 

metro-focused, one-size-
fits-all MN approach. 

I will continue to con-
test the extension of his 
powers on behalf of the 
communities I represent. 
We are made up coun-
ties and towns of different 
sizes, not just one big city. 
We need to get back to the 
legislative process, so every 
member has the opportunity 
to properly represent their 
communities. It is time to 
trust the people of Minne-
sota and let them exercise 
their freedom and personal 
responsibility.
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Editorial/Opinion
Quality Building Supplies 

at Affordable Prices
Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Become a respite volunteer
Visit older adults a few hours a week

Earn a monthly living allowance
 

PAID VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

To learn more contact 
Barb Alsleben 320.221.3747 OR 
Barbara.Alsleben@lssmn.org

SHOPPING 
LOCAL KEEPS 
TAX DOLLARS 

IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

Emergency powers must stop

This week, we cele-
brate “Made in America 
Week.” 

Minnesota’s Sixth 
District is home to many 
small, medium and large 
businesses that manufac-
ture their products right 
here in America. We 
have some of the best and 
brightest entrepreneurs 
in Minnesota, and I am 
proud of the work they do 
to support our communi-
ties, our economy, and 
our national security

Here’s a recap of 
what we accomplished last 
week... 

FEMA Decision
July 2, 2020, Gov. Tim 

Walz submitted a request 
for a major disaster decla-
ration because of extensive 
fire damage caused by re-
cent civil unrest in the Twin 
Cities. Friday, July 10, that 
request was denied. 

Following the murder 
of George Floyd, I was glad 
to see the U.S. Dept.  of Jus-
tice taking decisive action 
by initiating a federal civil 
rights investigation into the 
circumstances surround-
ing his death. However, 
since federal funds were 
requested for the rebuild, 
I believed it was only pru-
dent that the government 
conduct a federal review of 
the civil unrest that led to 
the destruction, in order to 
help Americans understand 
how almost half-a-billion 
dollars worth of damage 
was done before peace was 
restored.

The loss of livelihoods, 
and the lack of leadership 
during this time was unac-
ceptable. To prevent future 
Governors, Mayors, and 
locally elected officials 
around the country from 
experiencing the same de-
struction we witnessed in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
information and recom-
mendations for how to 
avoid incidents like this in 
the future are necessary. 

You can read my letter 
to President Trump on my 
website at www.emmer.
house.gov. 

PPP Assistance
The Paycheck Pro-

tection Program (PPP) 
has $130 billion funds re-
maining to help businesses 
impacted by COVID-19. 
Following the passage of 
the PPP Flexibility Act, 

which I was proud to sup-
port, forgiveness is easier to 
qualify for.

Nonprofits and faith-
based organizations, sole 
proprietors, independent 
contractors and those who 
are self-employed are qual-
ified. At least 60% of the 
loan must be spent on pay-
roll within 24 weeks of dis-
bursement. 

The new deadline to 
apply is August 8, 2020. 

Crossings to Canada
I am a proud member 

of the Northern Border 
Caucus. As a Minnesotan, 
I am all too familiar with 
Minnesotans who travel 
between the United States 
and Canada for recreation, 
leisure and business - in 
fact, I’m one of them.

This Coronavirus pan-
demic has made it difficult 
for Minnesotans who own 
homes in Canada to access 
their properties, or for the 
lucky few who own in the 
Northwest Angle, unable to 
cross Canada to access this 
special piece of Minnesota.

I recently signed on 
to a letter with 28 of my 
colleagues asking that the 
United States and Canada 
work together to develop 
guidance that prepares 
for reopening. With more 
than 400,000 people and 
over $1.6 billion in goods 
crossing the Northern Bor-
der daily through over 120 
Ports of Entry, guidance 
must be made available. 

Children’s Hospital
Our children’s hospi-

tals do heroic work year-
round, but the Coronavirus 
pandemic has made things 
more challenging than ever. 
Children’s hospitals were 
not covered by recent leg-
islation aimed at helping 
fight the virus and keep 
Americans employed. As it 
currently stands, children’s 

hospitals stand to lose 
$1.1 billion, and could 
reach $10 billion by the 
fall.

Nation’s Heroes
This week we recog-

nize Minnesota Atomic 
Veterans Day (Thursday). 
Atomic Veterans are a 
special and unique group 
of veterans who fought 
and made major sacrifices 
for this country.

I am committed to 
serving the needs of those 
who served our nation. 
Currently, my son Joey is 

a Midshipman at the Naval 
Academy and my son Bill 
is a United States Marine. 
These young men show 
me what servant leadership 
look like in practice and I 
know that those who came 
before them, and those 
who follow will carry on 
the spirit of service that 
our military has at it’s core 
value. Veterans and service 
members deserve our grati-
tude and support, and I will 
do everything I can to en-
sure they receive it.

Little Sisters 
of the Poor
Last week, the U.S. 

Supreme Court ruled 7-2 
that The Little Sisters of 
the Poor, a Catholic char-
ity, cannot be forced by the 
government under the Af-
fordable Care Act to pro-
vide free contraception to 
their employees in violation 
of their religious beliefs.

The decision is a vic-
tory for religious freedom 
in the United States. No 
American should ever be 
compelled by the govern-
ment to violate their re-
ligious beliefs, but that’s 
exactly what was happen-
ing to The Little Sisters 
of the Poor because of un-
constitutional mandates in 
Obamacare.

For years, the nuns of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor 
have been torn from their 
mission to help the poor 
and elderly under threat of 
millions of dollars in fines. 
Last year, I co-signed an 
Amicus Brief urging the 
court to rule in favor of the 
Little Sisters of the Poor. 
I’m overjoyed by this ruling 
and look forward to con-
tinuing my work protecting 
the rights of all Americans 
to exercise their religious 
freedoms.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Made in America Week

units for 55+ (patio homes, 
twin homes, apartments) 
are being developed by 
Avalon Homes.

Supervisors Larry Al-
fords, Norm Leslie and 
Bruce Aubol expressed 
their concerns for all the 
“affordable housing” units 
and how that might affect 
surrounding property val-
ues. They also hinted at 
the concern over the poten-
tial for poorly maintained 
structures, homelessness, 
increased crime and traf-
fic, and negative changes 
to neighborhood character-
istics.

Klimmek reassured the 
supervisors that the units 
being developed will be 
well maintained, will not 
adversely affect property 
values and will eventu-
ally offer opportunities for 
commercial developers to 
come to the area. She also 
mentioned the need for af-
fordable — or any housing 
— since the vacancy rate is 
at 0% in Big Lake and most 
of Sherburne County.

Klimmek proceeded 
to update the board on 
commercial and industrial 
progress including the new 
Minnco Credit Union, the 
expansion of the WWTF, 
new construction for 
Nystrom & Associates and 
the new business arrival of 
Great River Federal Credit 
Union, which hopes to 
begin construction of their 
new building off Co. Rd. 43 
and Hwy. 10 soon.

Klimmek highlighted 
permit activity in Big Lake 
for the month of June which 
included  393 permits so far 

for 2020 for single-family, 
multi-family, commercial, 
remodels, mechanical, 
plumbing, zoning, land al-
terations and fire permits.

In comparison, Klim-
mek said Big Lake has seen 
40 more permits processed 
than in 2019 and $109,000+ 
more fees collected in the 
month of June than in 2019.

Klimmek finished by 
noting the city had been 
working on community 
branding and identity until 
COVID-19 halted that proj-
ect until a future date. She 
noted the city is looking 
for a someone to fill the 
city planner position and 
that Midcontinent (Midco) 
is constructing within Big 
Lake Twp. She also said the 
city is continuing to do their 
best to support the business 
community during this un-
precedented time.

CARES Act
The board noted a 

meeting is scheduled for 
July 22 at 7 p.m. at Sher-
burne County to discuss 
the CARES ACT and the 
County Assn. of Twps. 
The board decided to send 
Treasurer Ken Warneke as 
representative.

CUP Permit
Mike Walberg was 

on-hand to discuss a CUP 
application to construct a 
30’x40’ personal storage 
unit on property he owns 
in the township. Walberg’s 
CUP was needed since the 
land is vacant and no hous-
ing structure on the parcel 
means the county will not 
allow.

Walberg assured the 
board he plans to build a 

home on the property next 
summer. The board agreed 
to allow for the CUP and 
send the proper forms to the 
county for approval.

Resignation
Supervisor Robert 

Hofer advised the board 
he wanted to resign due to 
health issues and the board 
approved. Hofer had been 
re-elected in 2019 to serve 
a four-year term and the 
board elected to discuss the 
vacancy at the next meet-
ing. They also appointed 
Dean Brenteson as vice 
chair.

Patriot Newspaper
The board voted to 

acknowledge the Patriot 
Newspaper for the submis-
sion of their legals. 

Other News
• Road overlays are 

complete with shouldering 
being done next - all road 
projects are in delay due to 
COVID-19;

• In the Wild Oaks 
development, a resident 
placed large boulders on 
the corner of some asphalt, 
which is blocking ROW 
lines. Letter will be sent to 
homeowner;

• Consent agenda was 
approved which included 
approval of last month’s 
meeting minutes, approval 
of claims & payroll and the 
adoption of a resolution to 
appoint election judges for 
primary election in August.

Up Next
The next Big Lake 

Twp. meeting is July 22 at 
6 p.m.

BL TWP from page 1

necessary technology to 
excel in an increasingly 
electronic educational set-
ting.

“I would like to thank 
the businesses who donated 
this year even though the 
golf tournament needed to 
be cancelled,” said orga-
nizer Shannon Essler-Petty. 
“Distance learning required 
many of our students to 
have devices at home and 

because of the money 
raised through our past golf 
tournaments, we were able 
to supply devices to those 
students who needed them 
at home.”

Businesses who do-
nated this year include 
Clearwater Development, 
Inc., North Benton Dental 
Care, River City Dental, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
and one anonymous dona-

tion.
“We hope to continue 

the 15th annual Clearview 
Cougar Classic in 2021,” 
said Essler-Petty.

Although the fund-
raiser has concluded, any-
one wishing to donate to 
Clearview’s technology 
needs can make a donation 
through the school’s PTA. 

CV CLASSIC from page 1

have a felony warrant for 
theft out of Washington 
County.

Authorities say the pas-
senger in the vehicle gave a 
fake name to officers but 
was later identified as 
24-year-old Freddie Tyrone 
Dudley of Bayport, MN.

Dudley was arrested 
for misdemeanor for giv-
ing a false name to a police 
officer and was also found 
to have a warrant from the 
Minnesota Department of 
Corrections for possession 
of firearms. Officers say 
when they searched the ve-

hicle, they found a loaded 
handgun.

Loggins and Dudley 
were both taken to the Sher-
burne County Jail pending 
charges.

The Becker Police De-
partment was assisted by 
the MN State Patrol.

rebar being present in the 
water, as well as other 
items that could cause seri-
ous injury to people jump-
ing from the bridges.

The board ultimately 
decided to place signage 
restricting jumping and 
swimming from the four 
township bridges and will 
look at including the signs 
on the county-owned bridge 
as well.

The other ongoing 
issue that the board is deal-
ing with is road damage 
from four wheelers and 
ATVer’s who seem intent 
on ripping up the roadways.  

It’s an issue that the 
board works closely on with 
the Sherburne County Sher-
iffs Office, as ultimately it 
is up to the township to use 
tax dollars to repair and 
maintain those roadways 

after the damage is caused.  
The board is hoping that the 
public can help out with the 
issue and with education 
and enforcement it is some-
thing they plan to get a han-
dle on in the near future.

The Board will next 
meet at the Santiago Town 
Hall on August 12th at 7 
p.m.

SANTIAGO from page 1

ARRESTS from page 1

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

An Elk River man has 
pleaded guilty to throwing 
thousands of screws onto 
Sherburne County roads 
last year.

Sixty-three-year-old 
Jeffrey Scot Caouette has 
agreed to a plea agreement 
where he pleaded guilty to 
a felony count of 1st-de-
gree criminal damage to 
property. A second count 
of the same charge will be 
dismissed at sentencing.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Caouette 
told investigators he was in 

a romantic relationship that 
had ended and he believed 
his ex-girlfriend was seeing 
someone new.

Caouette was arrested  
last August after a caller 
reported seeing a vehicle 
near Zimmerman Terrace 
Park that matched the de-
scription of a vehicle Big 
Lake police had identified 
as being involved in nu-
merous incidents including 
the dispersing of screws on 
a road.

Caouette was stopped 
at Fremont Avenue and 
10th Street in Zimmer-
man just minutes after the 
caller reported the sighting, 

according to Sherburne 
County Sheriff Joel Brott. 
Caouette admitted having 
screws in his vehicle and 
produced a five-pound box 
of screws. During question-
ing he admitted to throwing 
screws on various road-
ways numerous times.

Big Lake police said 
they had as many as 200 
reports of tires being dam-
aged by screws or of screws 
being found on the roads in 
the prior two months lead-
ing up to the arrest accord-
ing to BL Police Chief Joel 
Scharf.

Brott said his depart-
ment also received dozens 

of similar calls.
Bad Turns To Good
In the aftermath of the 

screw tossing debacle, Jeff 
and Laura Jones, owners of 
Sand Dunes Auto Repair in 
Orrock decided to offer free 
repairs of tires punctured 
from the screws Caouette 
tossed on area roads.

With the offer, the 
Joneses were fielding about 
five or so appointments a 
day for the repairs. Their 
good deed encouraged sev-
eral area citizens to vol-
unteer to walk the streets 
where the screws were 
strewn to pick them up off 
the road.

JEFFREY SCOT 
CAOUETTE, 63 pled guilty 
to chucking thousands of 
screws onto roadways last 
August. (Submitted Photo).

Elk River man pleads guilty to screw throwing
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Big Lake/Area News

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Big Lake City Coun-
cil met last Wednesday to 
discuss surplus property, 
monthly department reports 
and approve student liaison 
roles and responsibilities 
and appoint a high school 
student to the role.

Ella Dotzler
At its last meeting, 

council discussed appoint-
ing a student liaison to the 
city council. 

Ella Dotzler had ap-
proached Mayor Mike 
Wallen about the oppor-
tunity and council agreed 
that a draft of roles and 
responsibilities should be 
assembled, brought back to 
council, and Ella should be 
appointed to the role. 

The role would be an 
unpaid position.

Staff drafted a list of 
roles and responsibilities. 
The intent of the position 
is to serve as a liaison be-
tween council, the school 
board, and young residents 
of the community. The 
position will also provide 
young people a voice on 
community happenings.

The tasks for Ella will 
include developing ways 
to better involve young 
people in decision making, 
developing ways to collect 
input from young people 

on decisions, developing an 
ongoing program for future 
student liaisons, and identi-
fying at least one other spe-
cial project to work on and 
present to council.

Staff is supportive of 
this initiative. Encouraging 
talented young people to 
be involved in local gov-
ernment help foster future 
leaders of those govern-
ments.

Donation of 
Surplus Property
The Big Lake Police 

Dept. recently completed 
an upgrade of their “active 
threat” ballistic vests. The 
BLPD equips each squad 
car with additional armor 
for their officer’s protection 
during critical calls. The 
prior ballistic vests con-

tained both soft body armor 
and a rifle rated ballistic 
plate. This upgrade shifts 
to only a ballistic plate, it 
was accomplished utilizing 
donations, and narcotic for-
feiture funds.

It’s become a trend for 
fire departments to have 
accessible body armor for 
their member’s protection 
also. For this reason, five 
of these ballistic vests will 
be donated to the Big Lake 
Fire Dept. The Big Lake 
PD is also donating five 
ballistic vests to the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Monthly Dept. 
Reports
Council has requested 

to receive verbal updates 
from departments on a 
monthly basis. Due to the 
number of departments op-
erating the city’s business, 
verbal updates will be given 
by each department either 
at the first or second meet-
ing of the month.

Department updates 
scheduled to be given at the 
first meeting of the month 
were as follows:

• Fire Department;
• Police Department;
• Engineering/PW.
Up Next
The next Big Lake City 

Council meeting is July 22 
at 6 p.m.

BLHS STUDENT Ella 
Dotzler was named student 
liaison with Big Lake City 
Council and the schools. 
(Submitted Photo).

Dotzler named 
school liaison

Sports News

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater River 
Cats and Clear Lake Lakers 
have had a busy couple of 
weeks with wins and losses 
for both; both teams also 
saw a high number of their 
players hit by balls during 
the last few games.

Clearwater 
River Cats
In a seven inning game 

against the Rogers Red 
Devils, the Clearwater 
River Cats were defeated 
14-4.

River Cats Nick Pro-
shek started on the mound 
where he threw two innings, 
giving up six hits, five runs, 
three walks, and recording 
two strikeouts. Up next was 
Ty Carper, who threw three 
and a third innings, giving 
up eight hits, nine runs, four 
walks, and recording three 
strikeouts.

Richard Thompson 
threw the final one and two 
thirds innings, giving up 
three hits, one walk, and re-
cording two strikeouts.

The River Cats offense 
was led by Thompson, who 
went 2 for 4 with a home 
run for two RBIs; he also 
stole a base. Callen Henke-
meyer went 1 for 4 with a 
double for two RBIs, and 
Carper went 2 for 4 and 
scoring a run.

Jack Grell went 1 for 3, 
earning a walk and scoring 
two runs. Jake Carper went 
1 for 3, and Adam Smith 
and Al Smith both went 1 
for 2. Izzy Carper earned 
a walk, and Zach Schmidt 
and Andy Johnson were 
both hit by pitches.

In a close exhibition 
game against the Pearl Lake 
Lakers, the Clearwater 
River Cats were once again 
defeated, 10-9.

The River Cats start-
ing pitcher, Callan Henke-
meyer, threw two innings, 
giving up a hit, five runs, 
seven walks, and record-
ing two strikeouts. Nick 
Proshek threw four in-
nings, giving up five hits, 
three runs, one walk, and 
recording two strikeouts, 
and Andy Johnson threw 
one inning, giving up one 
hit, two runs, and recording 
three strikeouts.

Offense was led by 
Cory Schmidt, who went 
2 for 3 for two RBIs, earn-
ing a walk, and stealing a 
couple of bases. Ty Carper 
went 3 for 4 with a dou-

ble, two stolen bases, and 
scoring two runs. Richard 
Thompson went 2 for 4 for 
an RBI, and Cole Guening-
sman went 1 for 3 for an 
RBI, earning a walk, one 
stolen base, and scoring 
one run.

Jack Grell went 2 for 
5 for two RBIs, and Zach 
Schmidt went 1 for 4 for 
one RBI, earning a walk 
and scoring two runs. Hen-
kemeyer went 1 for 1 for an 
RBI and a walk, and Adam 
Smith earned a walk, a sto-
len base, and scoring a pair 
of runs.

Justin Houge earned 
a walk, stole a base, and 
scored a run, and Jake 
Carper scored a run and 
stole a base.

The River Cats next 
game against their Sauk 
Valley League foes the Big 
Lake Yellow Jackets was 
a win for the team, 4-3. A 
good game, it was tied one 
to one going into the fifth 
inning when the River Cats 
added a run and then put up 
two more in the seventh.

Jake Carper started 
on the mound, throwing 
six innings, where he gave 
up five hits, one run, two 
walks, and recorded three 
strikeouts. Jack Grell threw 
a relief inning, giving up 
five hits, two runs, one 
walk, and recording one 
strikeout.

The final two innings 
were thrown by Ty Carper, 
who issued one walk and 
recorded a pair of strike-
outs.

The River Cats offense 
was led by Justin Houge, 
who went 1 for 4 for two 
RBIs and was hit by a pitch. 
Callen Hinkemeyer went 2 
for 4 for an RBI, and Cole 
Gueningsman went 2 for 3, 
earning a pair of walks and 
scoring two runs.

Carper went 2 for 3, 
earning a pair of walks and 
scoring a run. Jake Carper 
went 1 for 4, earning a 
walk, Jack Grell earned a 
pair of walks and scored a 
run, and Jack Schmidt and 
Al Smith both earned a 
walk.

Clear Lake Lakers
The Clear Lake Lakers 

started off with a great win 
against the Sartell Stone 
Ponies 19-7. Eight players 
collected hits, giving their 
pitchers a great deal of sup-
port. Their starting pitcher, 
Mike Smith, threw seven 
recorded innings to earn the 
win, giving up nine hits, six 

runs, eight walks, and re-
cording six strikeouts.

Brett Knudsen threw 
one relief inning, giving 
up two hits, two walks, 
one run, and recording one 
strikeout.

The Lakers offense 
was led by Blake Brown, 
who went 2 for 5 with a 
double for two RBIs; he 
scored a pair of runs and 
was hit by a pitch. Hayden 
Fassler went 3 for 4 for two 
RBIs, earned a walk, scored 
two runs, and was hit by a 
pitch. 

Knudsen went 2 for 
5 for three RBIs, earning 
a walk and scoring three 
runs. Jake Samuelson went 
1 for 3 with a homerun 
and a sacrifice fly for three 
RBIs. He earned a walk, 
scored two runs, and was 
hit by a pitch. Ryan Janzen 
went 1 for 4 for two RBIs, 
earning a walk, scoring two 
runs, and was hit by a pitch. 

Justin Hagstrom went 
1 for 4 for an RBI, earning 
two walks and scoring three 
runs. Matt Krepp went 1 for 
4 for an RBI, stole a base, 
scored a run, and was hit 
by a pitch. Jordan Golom-
biecki was credited with 
two RBIs, earning two 
walks, one stolen base, and 
scoring a pair of runs. Eric 
Faust went 1 for 4, earning 
a walk, scoring two runs, 
and was also hit by a pitch.

The Lakers next game 
against their Sauk Valley 
League rivals the Foley 
Lumberjacks was a loss, 
4-1. Starting pitcher Jordan 
Golombiecki threw five and 
one third innings, giving up 
three hits, four runs, four 
walks, and recorded three 
strikeouts. Ryan Skymanski 
threw three and two thirds 
innings, giving up one hit 
and issuing one walk.

Offense was led by 
Jake Samuelson, who went 
1 for 4 with a homerun. 
Matt Korte went 2 for 4, 
Tyler Maurer went 1 for 4, 
Golombiecki went 1 for 3, 
and Matt Krepp earned a 
walk.

Up Next
July 6 the River Cats 

played against the Monti-
cello Polecats, and on July 
8 they played an exhibition 
home game against the 
St. August Gussies. July 
12 sees them up against 
the Becker Bandits; these 
games and others will be 
covered in future editions 
of the Patriot.

River Cats and Lakers 
plagued by ball hits

Submitted Article

You’ve likely seen that 
both the Minnesota State 
Legislature and the U.S. 
Congress passed financial 
relief laws in response to 
the COVID-19 situation. 
But what do they mean fi-
nancially for farmers and 
other agricultural small 
business owners? This arti-
cle offers a short summary 
of some of the recent leg-
islation.

Federal Programs
The Families FIRST 

Act requires all employers 
to offer paid sick time for 
eligible absences related 
to COVID-19. Farmers are 
not exempt from this re-
quirement.

The CARES Act cre-
ated the Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP), which can 
cover 2.5 months of payroll 
or owner’s compensation 
for small businesses. This 
includes most self-em-
ployed farmers (with or 
without additional employ-
ees). The application pe-
riod runs through Aug. 8. 
Additional laws included 
more PPP forgivable loan 
funding and made agricul-
tural enterprises eligible 
for another Small Business 
Administration program, 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans (EIDLs and EIDL 
advances).

The CARES Act also 
created partial funding 
for the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program (CFAP). 
Producers whose products 
saw price declines or who 
had increased marketing 
costs earlier this year be-
cause of COVID-19 are 
eligible. Most crops and 
livestock (but no poultry), 
milk, many specialty crops, 
and wool qualify for pay-
ments. Eligibility is gen-
erally for losses incurred 
between Jan. 15 and April 
15. To see if you qualify 
and get help preparing an 
application, call or email 
your local Farm Service 
Agency office. Or, you can 
apply online at farmers.
gov/cfap. The application 
period runs through Aug. 
28.

Minnesota Programs
Like the federal gov-

ernment, Minnesota also 
enacted several provisions 
to help farmers. For ex-
ample, Minnesota’s Rural 
Finance Authority has ad-
ditional low interest loans 
available to help farmers 
during this time. The Min-
nesota Department of Ag-
riculture has several other 
programs, too. The AGRI 
Safe at the Farmer’s Mar-
ket Cost Share and AGRI 
Safe at the Farm Cost Share 

provide financial assistance 
to farmer’s markets and 
direct-to-consumer farms 
to purchase equipment and 
supplies to keep markets, 
vendors, and customers 
safe and operational.

Details on federal 
programs are available at 
blog-abm-news.extension.
umn.edu. A brief summary 
of financial programs is 
available at z.umn.edu/
2020FarmPrograms.More 
information on COVID-19 
from the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture 
is available at www.mda.
state.mn.us/covid-19-agri-
culture

To talk to an Extension 
expert on these programs, 
Extension’s Ag Business 
Management team part-
nered with Extension’s 
Farm Information Line 
(FIL). Trained agricultural 
experts are available to take 
your call. Call the Farm In-
formation Line at 800-232-
9077. After hours: Leave a 
voicemail and the Farm In-
formation Line will return 
your call the next business 
day. Anytime: Email at 
fil@umn.edu.

Questions or 
comments?
Send a message to 

Megan Roberts at me-
ganr@umn.edu.

Federal and state aid programs 
available for farmers

Submitted Article

Stearns County is look-
ing for two individuals in-
terested in serving on the 
newly created Regional 
Airport Authority Com-
mission.

Stearns County, along 
with Benton and Sherburne 
Counties and the City of St. 
Cloud, created a Regional 
Airport Authority Commis-
sion to govern and manage 
the St. Cloud Regional Air-
port for the following pur-
poses:

• To promote the pub-
lic welfare and to service 

the public interest, conve-
nience and necessity;

• To promote national, 
state and local air naviga-
tion and transportation;

• To develop the full 
potential of aviation in the 
St. Cloud Regional Airport 
as an aviation center and to 
provide for the most eco-
nomical and effective use 
of aeronautic facilities and 
services located at the St. 
Cloud Regional Airport.

Each government en-
tity will appoint two mem-
bers to the Commission. In 
addition, there will be one 
Commissioner appointed 

by mutual agreement of the 
four entities.

If interested in serving 
on the Regional Airport 
Authority Commission, go 
to the Stearns County web-
site at StearnsCountyMN.
gov and complete the ap-
plication expressing your 
interest in being appointed. 
Submit applications by next 
week, Wednesday, July 22, 
2020 for consideration of 
an appointment.

Regional Airport 
Authority Commission 
looking for applicants

Submitted Article

The Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation 
invites the public to an 
online virtual open house 
for the future Highway 23 
improvement project from 
Foley to Milaca in 2022. 
The venue runs July 20 
through August 7, 2020.

The open house is 
hosted on the project web-
page at www.mndot.gov/
d3/projects/h23foleytomi-
laca and community mem-
bers are invited to attend as 
it is convenient for them.

Participants will have 
an opportunity to learn 
project details, watch a 
project video, view design 
layouts, sign up for future 
email updates, ask ques-
tions and provide feedback.

The estimated $11.7 

million project in Benton 
and Mille Lacs counties, 
will:

Reconstruct one mile 
of Highway 23 in Foley 
from Broadway Avenue 
to east of 13th Avenue, 
includes new curb/gut-
ter, underground drainage 
structures, pedestrian side-
walks, a multi-use trail and 
a roundabout at Eighth Av-
enue/Penn Street.

Resurface 12.5 miles 
of Highway 23 with a new 
asphalt surface from east of 
13th Avenue in Foley to the 
Rum River in Milaca, in-
cludes new turn lanes, un-
derground pipes, mumble/
rumble strips and guardrail.

If you have any ques-
tions, concerns or would 
like to provide feedback 
on the Highway 23 project, 
contact Russell Fellbaum, 

MnDOT project manager, 
at russell.fellbaum@state.
mn.us or 320-223-6536.

MnDOT invites and 
encourages participation 
by all. The Highway 23 
project is part of the com-
munities of Foley, Ron-
neby, Oak Park, Foreston 
and Milaca, in Benton and 
Mille Lacs counties.  We 
believe everyone should 
have an equal opportunity 
to enjoy the programs, ser-
vices and activities we pro-
vide. 

To request an ASL 
or foreign language inter-
preter or other reasonable 
accommodations, email 
your request to ADAre-
quest.dot@state.mn.us.

Virtual open house held 
for future Hwy. 23 Foley 
to Milaca project



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners 
met Tuesday morning with 
a myriad of decisions re-
lated to the Covid pandemic 
on the agenda.  With the ac-
tion taken, application for 
funds will start being ac-
cessible to businesses and 
individuals within weeks.

Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Dan Weber 
detailed for the board the 
$11,667,800 in CARES 
Act funding available to 
the county and also noted 
that another $5.85 million 
in funding is available for 
cities and townships within 
Sherburne County.  The 
county is planning a July 
22 meeting with area town-
ships to help them plan for 
accessing the funding at a 
local level.

Sherburne County was 
one of the first in Minnesota 
to submit the necessary pa-
perwork and was also one 
of the first to receive the 
funds, which arrived last 
week.

Despite the substantial 
amount of funding avail-
able, the big caveat is that 
there is a limited amount of 
time for the county to over-
see its dispersal.

“There is a sense of ur-
gency here because we’ve 
been given a short period 
of time to use the money,” 
noted Board Chair Felix 

Schmiesing.  “We want to 
get this out on the street.”

To that end, Weber pre-
sented a couple of options 
to the board for adoption.  
The first is a Small Busi-
ness Relief Fund geared 
towards providing a maxi-
mum of 
$30,000 
to busi-
n e s s e s 
who are 
eligible.  
To ac-
cess the 
f u n d s , 
c o m p a -
nies need 
to have 
at least 
two full 
time and 
no more 
than 50 
full time 
employees and the money 
needs to be earmarked 
for expenses such as rent, 
mortgage payments, payroll 
and other operational costs.  
Property tax payments are 
not eligible for the funding.  
It’s also geared towards 
businesses that have not re-
ceived other Covid related 
funding in the past.

The Board moved ap-
proval of the program and 
Weber said staff is hoping 
to be able to roll out the on-
line portal by July 27 and it 
would be open until August 
31.

HHS Director Amanda 
Larson spoke about the 

second initiative, which ca-
ters to adults and families 
in need of assistance.  The 
program will in large part 
be an extension of the EA 
and EGA programs already 
administered by the county.  
Larson proposed the plan, 

which pro-
vides up 
to $2,000 
for adults 
or fami-
lies who 
meet cri-
teria such 
as income 
guidelines, 
which will 
be set at 
300% of 
the federal 
p o v e r t y 
level.  For 
e x a m p l e , 
a family 

of four would see a cap 
of $78,000 to be eligible 
for the funding.  Eligible 
expenses could include 
certain home repairs, trans-
portation related needs and 
Covid related funeral ex-
penses.  Once the statewide 
moratorium on evictions 
expires, the funding could 
also help with rent and 
housing assistance.  

After some discussion, 
the board moved approval 
of the program with a sim-
ilar timeline as the busi-
ness fund, although Larson 
noted that staff would soon 
begin giving priority review 
to previous applications for 

assistance that may have 
recently been denied due to 
stricter income caps.

A fund for nonprofit 
organizations was also dis-
cussed and will be reviewed 
at the next county board 
meeting, as will a plan to 
access the broadband fund-
ing mechanisms available 
under the legislation.

County Administrator 
Bruce Messelt informed 
the board that staff will 
move as expeditiously as 
possible to make the appli-
cations available to the pub-
lic and he noted that at each 
upcoming board meeting, a 
deep dive into the data will 
be made available for up-
dates into how much money 
is being awarded.  He also 
wouldn’t rule out the possi-
ble need for additional spe-
cial meetings to be called.

Local COVID Update
Larson provided the 

board with an update of 
the local COVID pandemic 
numbers which can all be 
accessed on the county 
website.  It is updated three 
times a week and contains 
very detailed information 
about spread within indi-
vidual communities.

She noted that the av-
erage age of COVID infec-
tions has fallen dramatically 
since the early days of the 
pandemic, with younger 
people now counting for a 
majority of infections.  As 
of the meeting, Sherburne 
County had experienced 

31 hospitalizations during 
the pandemic including 12 
individuals who required 
ICU treatment.

She also pointed out 
that the St. Cloud Reforma-
tory has accounted for 12 
cases, while the Sherburne 
County Jail remains Covid-
free.

Preparedness Plan
Messelt presented the 

updated preparedness plan 
for the board’s review and 
adoption.  While it does 
not require facial coverings 
within the government cen-
ter, they are strongly urged, 
as the building remains 
open for essential services 
on an appointment only 
basis.  He reminded ev-
eryone that the MN Court 
system recently mandated 
facial coverings for the 
general public in all court 
buildings and added that 
local court staff would be 
complying with the facial 
cover mandate.

In Other Action, 
The Board:
• Received an update 

on the RSVP program, 
including the benefits to 
both the volunteers and the 
county;

• Approved several 
planning and zoning rec-
ommendations, including 
two separate 1 megawatt 
solar farms; 

• Approved a request 
from Andrew Witter, Public 
Works Department Head, 
to adopt PubWorks, a fleet 

management system that 
helps to track maintenance 
and creates a 20 year vehi-
cle replacement system;

• Appointed commis-
sioners Schmiesing and 
Danielowski to the County 
Canvass Board, as neither 
of them will appear on this 
year’s ballot;

• Agreed to fill the 
Deputy Assessor’s Posi-
tion, which will be an inter-
nal promotion of a current 
county appraiser, whose 
current position will not be 
filled;

• Heard from Marc 
Schneider regarding the 
Central Mississippi Re-
gional Partnership and the 
project framework.  

ADVERTISING
SELLS!

Call to place 
your ad and 

start seeing 
results! 

PATRIOT
763-275-0275

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Order Online!

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

1st St, Becker  (763) 262-2500

Trouble-Free
Nationwide
Trucking

Todd & Barb Potter - Owners

13000 Sherburne Ave • Becker, MN 55308
763-262-5850 • 1-800-755-3143

www.TJPotterTrucking.com

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 
~ Honest Work

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
KYLE HALLER
320-266-4567

Becker Office 12908-1st Street, Becker

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

763-218-1293
www.bogart-pederson.com

Bogart, Pederson 
& Associates Inc.

SURVEYING & 
ENGINEERING

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471Becker, MN 763-333-5588

  • BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
David M. Johnson, Pastor 763-262-7782. Sunday 
Worship 9 am, Sunday School, Education Hour 
10:30 am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm. Hwy 10, turn 
onto Edgewood Street (near Hwy 25 N exit), 1/4 
mile on left.
Becker Baptist Church 763-261-4202. 
Acting Pastor Nathan Bucher
Youth Pastor Kevin Drehmel
Amy Drehmel, Director of Ministry to 
Children & Families
11951 Hancock Street, Becker, MN
Sunday worship service at 10:30 am - register to 
attend worship service in person, or find links to 
watch online, by visiting our website.
Youth service live on YouTube/Facebook on 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm.
Children’s storytime on Facebook Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 2:00 pm
Visit our website more information:  www.beck-
erbaptist.org
Becker Evangelical Free Church Located at 
Becker High School. Patrick Drury, Senior Pastor 
763-261-4125. Chris Salvevold, Pastor of Youth 
Ministries. www.beckerfreechurch.org. Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Sunday Worship: Becker 
High School, Worship/ Teaching/Fellowship for 
all ages 10am Sunday school for ages birth-adult 
during school year. Wed night kids ministries 
ages K-5. His Kids for K-3 boys & girls, Gym 
45 for 4th & 5th grade boys & G.I.R.L.S. Group 
for 4th & 5th grade girls. ELEVATE for 6-12th 
grade students. 
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. Temporarily, all Masses are being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. Sundays Worship at 9:30 am (Holy 
Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery pro-
vided Sunday school at 10:00 am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30 am. Wednesday 5:15 5th 
& 6th Grade “Grapple”, 6:30 7th – 9th grade 
confirmation, 7:30 Youth Group. Bible Study: 
Wednesday 9:30 am. 763-261-5751.   
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of 
God Senior Pastor Gerry Bass & Sarah www.
oakwoodccbecker.org Services: Sunday Adult 
Bible Study Class 9:00 am, Children’s Sunday 
School Class 9:00am, Worship Service 10:00 
am, Children’s Church 10:45 am, Wednesday 
Night: Royal Rangers & Missionettes (Nurs-
ery-6th grade) 7-8:30 pm, Youth Group (7th to 
12th grade) 7:-8:30 pm, Adult Bible Study 7-8:30 
pm. Location: 13140 1st St., Becker (in SW cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World) 763-220-6004.
Snake River Free Mission Church Sunday 
Worship & Sunday School 10:30 am. Hymn Sing 
Second Sunday every other month 4:30 pm.  Pas-
tor Steve Johnston. 5mi N of Hwy 10 on Cty Rd 
11, then 1.5 mi E on Cty Rd 4, 3/4 mi. N on 180th 
St. 612-219-8648.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace 
Church Ken Hanson, Pastor 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE, Becker, 6 mi N Junction 23 & 
16. Praise & Worship 9:30 am Sunday; Wednes-
day 7 pm all family growth fellowship.
Beacon House of Prayer 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Becker. Worship Thursday 6:30 pm. Pastors 
Brian & Linda Holmes. 763-263-3771.
Maranatha Baptist Church Pastor Glenn Mc-
Carver. Sunday School 10 am, Worship 11 am. 

Wednesday Prayer Service 7 pm. 763-262-1571.
Free Grace United Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course, 14000 Clubhouse Ln, 
Becker.

• BIG LAKE
ACTS Seventh-Day Adventists Community 
Church 763-263-2287, Pastor Bill Nixon, 20455 
187th Ave NW, Big Lake, Sat. 9 am Worship, 
Saturday. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church 511 Eagle Lake Road, 
Big Lake, 763-263-2167, Sunday school: 9 am, 
Worship 10 am.
Bridgeview Assemby of God Pastor Steve 
Royalty, Service Times: 763-263-6274, 10 am 
Sunday morning, 6:30 pm Wednesday evening, 
www.bridgeviewchurch.org
Community Covenant Church (SVEA) Pastor 
Dan Mutter, 763-263-6322, Cty. Rd. 15, 6 miles 
north of Hwy. 10 Worship, 10:30 am, nursey 
provided.
Cornerstone Baptist Church Pastor Gordon 
Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 Co. Rd. 35, 
Hwy. 10E, N. on Co. Rd. 15, N. on Co. Rd. 35, 
1/2 mi. on left.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock 
Pastor Steve Seiffert, www.hopeintherefuge.
weebly.com, 612-788-4349 or 763-263-7990 
(LM) 8 mi. N. of Big Lake or 7 mi. W. of Zim-
merman or 12 mi. NE of Becker Cty. Rd. 4.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church 221 Lake St N, Big Lake, 
Saturday 6 pm. 763-607-5403, Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo-Pastores, juan.aguayo@amorviviente.
com.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 4 miles E of 
Big Lake, off Hwy 10 & CR 15, 763-263-3090, 
Pastor Marty Mably, Sundays: 8 & 10:30 am 
Worship.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. All Masses are temporarily being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Riverside Church Phone: 763-263-2410; Hwy 
25 & Cty Rd 14, Big Lake. Schedule: 8:45 am, 
10:30 am & 12:05 pm. Info @ www.MyRiver-
sideChurch.com
Saron Lutheran Church 311 Lake St. S (Hwy 
25), Big Lake, 763-263-2209, www.saron.org. 
Pastor Kyle Sidlo, Worship Sundays, 9:30 am 
indoors or live stream. Currently, Saron is not 
offering Sunday School.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA 
Angela LaMoore, Pastor, Hollie Holt-Woehl, 
Pastor,  14675- 37th St, Clear Lake, MN 55319,  
763-662-2048. Sunday Worship at 8 am & 10 
am. Kingdom Kids at 9 am  on Sunday. Con-
firmation (7-9) on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
pm., with worship at 7:30p.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S & 
Princeton Evangelical School Timothy Zenda, 
Pastor. (3 mi E of Cty 11, Santiago on Cty Rd 
3). Sunday: Sunday School & Bible Class 10:30 
am, Divine Worship 9 am. Holy Communion on 
1st & 3rd Sunday.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA). 
Pastor Shari Routh 920-573-0193. Church office 
763-662-2241. Sun day Good Shepherd Worship 
9 am, Glendorado Worship 10:30 am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) Ronneby. Pastor 

Barbara Peterson 320-983-5002. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church Pas-
tor Sam Alfano. Sunday School 9:30 am; Wor-
ship Service 10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of each mo. 6 
pm Singspiration Public Invited. Wed. Awana & 
Bible Study 7-8 pm for all ages.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church Pastor Mark Stahl 320-
292-0250. Sunday morning worship at 10 am 
(Children’s Church provided). Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm). 
7830 Church St. P.O. Box 26, Clear Lake. lw-
churchus@outlook.com web: www.livingwaters.
us
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
George Sagissor III, Pastor  320-743-2919. Sun-
day Worship 8:45 am; Sunday School 9:45 am,  
Adult Bible Class. 
St. Marcus Catholic Church Fr. Joseph Bac-
kowski 320-743-2481. Mass: Saturdays 5 pm. 
(year-round) Sunday: Jan -Jun 8 am, July -Dec 
10 am; Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm. 8701 
Main Avenue, P.O. Box 237, Clear Lake, MN 
55319.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church Father Joseph Backow-
ski. Mass: Jan - June, Sunday 10 am,  July - Dec 
8 am. Reconciliation: 7:15 am when Mass begins 
at 8 am & will follo w after Mass at 10 am.
320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481.
St_Lawrence@victorcc.net 

• CLEARWATER 
Clearwater United Methodist Church 405 
Main St, Clearwater 320-558-2581. Pastor Ken 
Felska. Sunday Traditional Worship 8:30 am 
forministry.com/usmnumetccumcc. 
Freedom Bible Church Old Clearwater Post 
Office. 605 Lime St 9:30 am & 6 pm Sundays 
-Bible Study; 10:45 am Sundays - Worship Ser-
vice; 7 pm Wednesday - Bible Study.
Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA 1155 Cty 
Rd 75, Clearwater. Pastor: Jim Bump 320-558-
6851. Wednesday night Worship 7:30 pm. Sun-
day Worship at 9:30 am, 10:30 am Fellowship. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed, Cappuccino Bible 
Study (Jr. & Sr. High) www.rejoicelutheran-
church. org 
Church of St. Luke 17545 Huber Ave. NW 
Clearwater. Fr. Dennis Backer, Pastor 320-
558-2124 Weekend Mass 5pm Sat 8 & 10 am 
Sunday Weekday Mass: Tuesday – Friday 8 am; 
Sat 9 am. Reconciliation avail 45 min prior to 
all Masses. Holy Days as announced. churchof-
stlukes.com
Tri-County Alliance Church 8464 160th St 
NW Clearwater (Cty Rd 104 & Hwy 24) 320-
558-2750 Pastor David Fogal Sunday School 9 
am Worship Service 10:30 am Wednesday Bible 
Adventure (kids) 6-7:30 pm Wednesday Youth 
(Gr. 6-8) 6-7:40 pm Wednesday Youth (Gr. 
9-12) 7:20-9 pm. tcachurch.com        

•MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community Church Pastor Zach 
Pryor. 4282 114th St. NW,  Maple Lake,  55358 
(Co. Rds. 8 & 143 in Silver Creek) Ph. 320-963-
3957. www.silvercreekcommunitychurch.com. 
Sunday Worship 9 am, 10 am Fellowship, 10:30  
am Sunday School. Tuesday 5 pm Bible study 
@ In Hot Water. Wednesday  9 am Bible study 
@Irish Blessings,   6:15 Youth Group supper/
meeting. 

Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 & Co. Rd. 11
763-262-0080

Monday-Friday
 7:30am-5:30pm

763-262-5050 • 13034 1st St SE, Becker
beckercollision.com

LUPULIN BREWING CO.
MICROBREWERY & TAP ROOM

570 HUMBOLDT DRIVE, SUITE 107
LUPULINBREWING.COM

Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Big Lake 19943 Co. Rd. 43 NW - 763-262-3661

oldnational.com Member FDIC

763-295-2918

Funeral & Cremation Service
805 Main St. NW, Elk River, MN 
763-441-1212 • Fax 763-241-1194

763-295-2918
250 East Broadway, 

Monticello, MN  55362

Tim Suchy, AAMS & CRPC®

Financial Advisor
763-262-9988

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Great West Mechanical, INC.

plumbing & hvac
19740 200th Ave. NW, Big Lake

www.greatwestmech.com

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE

763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

Jody Buesgens
612-812-5980

twistedsistertours@outlook.com

“GREAT OPTIONS FOR WINTER VACATIONS”

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Pizza, Wings & MorePizza, Wings & More

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS TEAM
Julie Evans, 
Agent/CWCA

763-244-3735
530 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake • julie@istmn.com
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County News
Commissioners approve COVID-19 response plans

County Accessing Over $11 Million



NEWSPAPERS
Still the 

TOP CHOICE
for local news!

NEWSPAPERS
Still the 

TOP CHOICE
for local news!

For community
news, local

newspapers
beat the 

internet by 3-1

For community
news, local

newspapers
beat the 

internet by 3-1

For community news, local newspapers 
beat the internet by 3-1!
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Sports News

Real Estate

YOUR LOCAL AGENTS — 
READY TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave • bhgallseasons.com • 763-262-1144 • Monticello Office: 520 Pine ST. 
ALL SEASONS

Amie Underberg
763.742.5732

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Kris Schwickerath
 763.370.9452

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Stefanie Spillum
763.202.3029

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Right on the border of 
Becker and Big Lake.  Large 
4 BR, 2 Bath, walkout with 
approximately 2500 sq ft 

finished and more to finish 
in LL.  Very private lot on 
end of cul-de-sac and two 

outbuildings.  
Call Stan for details.

W/O Rambler on 
5 Wooded Acres

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, 
CLEARWATER, BECKER 
AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 

results 
and WOW   

factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

3 BR, 5 Bath home on 19 acres. Becker School District. Private oasis 
with 19 acres of privacy and tranquility. Updated rambler w/all living 
on main level, unfinished basement for future expansion. 40x73 pole 
building (majority of it being heated and insulated). 4 car insulated 
garage that is currently also serving as extra living space for large 
gatherings. Hot tub room with shower to rinse off, beautiful woodwork 
and tile throughout, new flooring throughout and lots of new paint. 
MLS#5619159

13934 1ST SE, BECKER 763-261-9921

OFF SALE: STOP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR WINE AND LIQUOR SPECIALS

HORSERACES & MEAT RAFFLE
OUR NEW HOURS ARE: 

SUN., MON., TUESDAY 11 AM - 10PM; 
WED., THURS., 11 AM - 1 AM; 

FRI., SAT., 10 AM - 1AM

every Friday night!

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

BUSINESS & 
professional 

services directory

Dental

Cleaning

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

PETERSON -
GRIMSMO

250 East Broadway 
Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your community since 1933

Funeral

NEED PAVING?
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!
Custom Asphalt & Concrete 

Exclusive to the area
WHAT IS FIBER-MIX?

Omann Brothers has acquired the 
best asphalt product on the market 
that is more durable for driveways!

Delivering quality workmanship to 
residential & commercial for over 40 years. 
CALL TODAY -FREE ESTIMATES!

Albertville, MN
763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

Brothers Paving Inc.

Paving
SOD

BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE 

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

SodSod

Auctions
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

    

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

 

Online Now Until 
Wed, July 29th 
www.iraymn.com 

 

Viewing by 
Appointment 

Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25  
 

Call Col Ray Henry  
Lic 5-17-011 

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION   
SUNDAY, JULY 26th, 2020 @ 11:00 AM

6774 Hwy 25 NE, Foley, MN. Directions: Hwy 23 Foley, MN, 
¼ mile North on Hwy 25. (Watch for signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, & COLLECTIBLES: Pie safe, Secretary, Pitcher & 
bowl w/ stand, Chamber pot,  Crystal & glassware, China, Oak wall 
telephone, Large & Baby Quilts,  Coins, Pipe, Knives, Jewelry Ster-
ling & 18K gold, Stoneware bowl, Antlers. FURNITURE: King 
bedroom set, Step back hutch, Dressers, Sofa, Coffee & end tables, 
Floor & table lamps, TV stand, Desk, Dining table & chairs, Metal 
gun cabinet. HOUSEHOLD: Kitchen & bakeware, Holiday décor, 
Framed art & prints, Home Interior’s décor, Electronics, Area rug, 
Cookbooks, VHS tapes, Stepstool. TOOLS & OUTDOOR: Hand 
& power tools, Yard tools, Lawn chairs, Jack stands, Fishing rods & 
tackle. 

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

ALL SEASONS Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

14135 Cottonwood Blvd - Becker $234,900
4 BR/3 BA Rambler. Some updates!

14260 Sandy Drive - Becker $239,900
4 BR/2 BA Rambler. Many new updates!

8267 172nd Ave - Becker $329,00
3 BR/3 BA WO Rambler. 2.75 acres & 

Underground Tunnel/Storm Shelter

xxx 172 Ave - Becker - $69,500
2.75 Heavily wooded acres in Eagles Landing.

Pending

Jim and Sue Stodola
763-232-7820

  sjsnco@yahoo.com

$249,900 Be the first owner of this beautiful New Construc-
tion home.  Home features 2 Bedrooms, 1 bath and a 3 car ga-

rage.  Open Concept living, dining, kitchen with a vaulted ceiling.  
Includes SS appliances, washer/dryer. Front sodded & 2 trees.

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Greg Mattson followed 
up an even par 72 Saturday 
with a 77 on Sunday which 
was good enough to win 
the Pebble Creek Sr. Club 
Championship for the sec-
ond year in a row.  

Randy Siemers carded 
six birdies in his second 
round but it was not enough 
to catch Mattson and fin-
ished second with a two day 
total of nine over par.

There were three net 
flights and Ray Sauer fin-
ished -2 with a 69-73 to 
win the first flight.  Mark 
Dunderi played consistent 
golf shooting 72-73 to win 
a scorecard playoff over 
Siemers and Steve Engelby 
to win second place at the 
first flight.

Lonnie Fluck carded a 
tournament low net 66 on 
day one and held on to win 
the second flight by five 
strokes over Christ Meidt, 
who finished three over par 
to take second.

In the closest flight 
Wayne Yarke, after three 
strong nines, held off Scotty 
Paulson to defeat him by 
one stroke, finishing two 
over par.  Paulson won 
a scorecard playoff over 
Mike Doering to finish sec-
ond in the third flight.

Pebble Creek’s club 
championship is scheduled 
for the 29th and 30th of Au-
gust.

GREG MATTSON. 
(Submitted Photo).

Mattson 
Takes 
Home 
Senior 
Title

LONNIE FLUCK. 
(Submitted Photo).

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Isaac Flicker fired a 38 
on the back nine to shoot 77 
to claim the Pebble Creek Jr 
Club Championship Satur-
day, June 11 at the Pebble 
Creek Gold Club.  

Ryker Stukenholtz, 
after holding the lead fol-
lowing the first nine with 
a 38, finished second with 
an 81. Layla Matthews fin-
ished in third place with a 
95.

Elliot Ginter grabbed 
first place in the 13-and-un-
der division with a 
114, edging out Carson 
Schwartzkopf who shot a 
117.

AVERY JOHNSON, Layla Matthews, 
Ryker Stukenholtz, Isaac Flicker. (Submitted 
Photo).

Flicker, Ginter take youth championships

Carson Schwarzkopf and Elliot Ginter. 
(Submitted Photo).



No exp. necessary. Will
train.  Must be punctual

& have clean appearance.
$16/hour to start

763-350-0656
7124 Jason Ave NE

Monticello

Apply in person 
or Call John

BLUE
RIBBON

QUALITY MEATS
Is Hiring!

NOW HIRING 
2 FT MEAT PROCESSORS

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

Are you looking to hire? 
Maybe you are looking for a job? 

You’ve come to the right place! 
To place an ad, 

call our office at 763.275.0275

KIMBALL & ANNANDALE LOCATIONS
Mandatory Drug Testing is required.

Starting wage $18/hour.
Extensive benefit package available
after employee meets requirements.

WELDERS WELDERS 
NOW HIRING!

Day Shift M-F
6am-2:30pm

Call Kelly (Kimball) at 320-980-7427
Call Dave (Annandale) at 320-309-1769

Please call for further details
of duties and benefits. 

RM Johnson Co 12-14-19.qxp_RM Johnson Co 4-12-08  12/12/19  11:24 AM  Page 1
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Employment

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS AT
PARADIGM RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.

No Experience required, try something new. 
Great opportunity for retired persons, students
 wanting to contribute in helping other people. 

◆ Working with individuals with Mental Health
 Issues and/or Brain Injury, Higher functioning.
◆  Starting Pay: $12.00 (benefits depending on hours).
 $500.00 sign on bonus.
◆  Locations: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka, Princeton,   
 Dayton, Champlin.
◆  Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm, Weekends: 
 Every Other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm, 3pm-10pm or
 (semi live in)Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm.Or will be creative to fit   
 your schedule.
◆ Apply on line www.paraserv.org, call for application
    763-401-1128 or email cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org                           
◆ Requirements: 18 yrs. or older, Driver’s License,
    Ability to pass a State Background Check.

• Days or Evenings • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING PT

Nursing Assistants

CITY OF CLEARWATER
ACCOUNTANT

The City of Clearwater, Mn is seeking applications for a FT Accountant.  This 
position will perform a variety of accounting functions, including A/P and 

A/R, payroll, audit preparation, and reconciling accounts.  In addition, the 
position will be responsible for office administrative duties.  Please see the 

city’s website for a full job description.  Minimum requirements include at least 
2 years of prior governmental accounting experience.  Prefer candidates with 
a degree in accounting and experience with Banyon accounting systems.  The 

position is full-time with benefits.  Wage range is $22.63 - $26.51/hour DOQ.  
Offers of employment are contingent upon a full background check.  Applica-

tions can be obtained by visiting www.clearwatercity.com  or call (320) 558-
2428.  Return applications to the City of Clearwater, PO Box 9, Clearwater, 
MN 55320 or email to asmythe@clearwatercity.com no later than 4:30 p.m. 

on Monday, July 20, 2020.  
City of Clearwater is an EEO/AA employer.

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• Non-profit Clerical/Admin - $13/hr
• Admin Asst-$15/hr
• Prod Office Clerk - $15/hr
• Food Production- local co $14.75/hr
• Part-time Dispatch - $15/hr
• Pick/Pack/Shipping- Days - $13/hr
• Light industrial-days $15/hr
And more! 

Now hiring for...
Click ExpressJobs 
App, Call or text 

320.251.1038. Don’t be 
left without a great job

Apply Today!

100+ Jobs 
Available!

teamjoin the

APPLY IN PERSON @ 
590 HUMBOLDT DR. BIG LAKE 

763-263-6556

MCPETE’S SPORTSBAR & LANES

IS CURRENTLY HIRING 
KITCHEN STAFF

FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS, 
EXPERIENCE IS NOT NECESSARY 

WILL TRAIN.

Peterson 
Potato Co.

Now Hiring
Be a part of our 

potato harvest in 
an A/C warehouse.

Apply at our
warehouse at:

14842- 164th Ave. SE
Big Lake, MN

763-263-2322

Apply in 
person!

13400 1st St, Becker

CASHIER 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Part-time AM and PM Shifts
Includes every other weekend

Perfect job for retirees & high schoolers
Come join our spectacular team!

Kitchen Staff
Wait Staff

Delivery Drivers

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10, Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

To place your ad 
by email go to...

sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com

Submitted Article

Minnesota Youth 
Athlet ic  Services 
(MYAS) — in strategic 
partnership with Youth 
1st, Federated Insur-
ance, Pearson, Cash-
wise, Bennerotte & 
Associates, Jaguar Com-
munications, The Ret-
rofit Companies, U.S. 
Bank, Profinium, Pizza 
Ranch, Heartland Chevy 
Dealers, Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods, Institute for 
Athletic Medicine, and 
Urban Air Adventure 
Parks — have selected 
the Becker eighth grade 
girls youth basketball 
team as a recipient of a 
Youth 1st Team Award 
for their outstanding 
sportsmanship during 
the 2020 MYAS Grade 
State Championships, 
held March 7-8, in 14 
locations across the 
Twin Cities metro area.

As the premier 
youth basketball event 
in the state of Minne-

sota, the grade state 
championships is about 
showcasing the kids and 
competition, and for 
the second consecutive 
year, MYAS and Youth 
1st are excited to recog-
nize the teams and as-
sociations that received 
exemplary scores from 

the officials for their 
sportsmanship and pos-
itive conduct during the 
tournament.  

The Youth 1st 
Team Award recognizes 
positive behavior from 
players, coaches and ev-
eryone associated with 
the team (parents, fans 

and specta-
tors), which the 
Becker eighth 
grade girls 
demonstrated 
throughout the 
tournament.    

“We are so 
proud of how 
the girls played 
in this tourna-
ment and the 
sportsmanship 
they exuded, 
sa id  Head 
Coach Kenny 
Berthiaume.    

“It was a 
fun finish to 
their Becker 
Youth Basket-
ball Associa-
tion (BYBA) 
career, and I 

have enjoyed coaching 
these girls throughout 
the years.” 

Berthiaume’s team 
played very well during 
this tournament, bring-
ing home a third-place 
trophy.

BECKER EIGHTH GRADE BASKETBALL TEAM. 
Back row left to right: Tony Leither, Nora Pilarski, Avery 
Johnson, Alexis Rose, Kayla Brandt and Kenny Berthiaume. 
Front row left to right: Claire Leither, Paige Hennen, Nata-
sha Berthiaume and Alexa Voller. (Submitted Photo).

Strong finish for 8th grade girls BYBA career

Sports News

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Buzzards baseball 
team picked up a pair of victories 
at their home field Saturday, down-
ing the Verndale Geezers 2-1 in the 
opening game of the split double-
header before finishing off the Fergus 
Falls Riverdogs 6-1 in the nightcap.

In the opening game, Becker 
found itself fighting from behind as 
the Geezers put a run across home 
plate in the second inning and made 
it hold up until the bottom of the fifth.  
That’s when the Buzzards’ bats fi-
nally came alive as Nick Allerson 
coaxed a one out walk and he was 
followed by three straight singles 
from teammates Jason Pfingsten, 
Todd Klaers and Jason Wald to give 
the Buzzards a 2-1 lead.

It turned out to be all they would 
need as Brian Kolbinger was solid on 
the mound, scattering four hits over 
his 6 innings of work to pick up the 
win before Pfingsten slammed the 
door in the 7th inning for the save.

Game two was another pitcher’s 

duel early as the Buzzards and River-
dogs exchanged zeroes on the board 
until the bottom of the 4th.  Matt 
Koester finally led off with a single 
and he was followed by 3 straight 
Buzzard walks to plate one run and 
load the bases for Becker.  Steve 
Newman singled to score 2 runs and 
his at-bat was followed by a pair of 
walks before a Klaers single scored a 
pair of runs to make it 6-0.  The Riv-
erdogs added a meaningless run in 
the 7th inning to make the final 6-1. 
Tanner Bakke worked 5 innings on 
the mound to pick up the win, allow-
ing 2 hits and 2 walks while striking 
out 3 batters.  Todd Klaers finished 
out the game throwing the final 2 in-
nings to close out the win.

The Buzzards are now 3-0 on 
the season and host the Alexandria 
Classic Clippers in a doubleheader 
on Sunday afternoon at the Becker 
Athletic Complex.  Game times are 
2:00 and 4:00.

Buzzards subdue the 
Geezers, Riverdogs
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Goats - 90lbs. 
and over 

Call between 
4-6 p.m. 

 763-350-0656

wanted 

Sports News

Take the PATRIOT with you! 
Go to www.patriotnewsmn.com

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

BECKER H.S. FOOTBALL FIELD
Instruction will be provided by Dwight Lundeen, 
Head FB Coach & staff. Camps will provide instruction 
on passing, kicking, blocking and position skills for 
future Bulldog football players. Equipment Needed: 
Wear a t-shirt, shorts, tennis shoes or football spikes.

REGISTER ONLINE: www.becker.k12.mn.us (Community Ed tab)
PHONE: (763) 261-4506   Or fill out & bring to first day of camp

JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL CAMPS
July 27-29 (M-W)

Entering Grades 6-7  Class #JRHIGH6-7-S20A • 10-12pm  $20
Entering Grades 8-9  Class #RHIGH8-9-S20B • 2-4pm  $20

VARSITY FOOTBALL CAMP
July 27-29 (M-W)

Entering Grades 10-12  Class #VARSITY-S20A • 6-8pm  $25
*EACH CAMPER WILL RECEIVE A BULLDOG FOOTBALL TSHIRT*

Becker
Football Camps
Becker
Football Camps

SUMMER 2020 FOOTBALL CAMPS
Name __________________________________ Entering Grade _______
Address ___________________________________________________
Home Ph _____________________ Cell Ph _________________
Name_________________________________ (Exactly as it appears on credit card)

Credit Card #__________________ Exp. Date_______
I agree to release School District #726, Community Education, their employees and leaders of all liability 
related to accidents or injuries which myself or members of my family may incur while participating in the 
above mentioned activity. Participants in this program or other community education programs are not covered 
under District #726 insurance.

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________    Date _______

Roofing • Siding • Gutters & More
Free Estimates / In-Home Financing / Licensed & Insured • Call for FREE thorough storm damage inspection!

Erik: 320-761-5909 • Josh: 320-339-4540 • Office: 844-275-4776
3622 30th Street SE #2 • St. Cloud, MN 56304

www.myexteriorpro.com

Locally 
Owned & 
Operated

local contractor

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

CorTrustMortgage.com

Great rates.Great rates.

Every day.
Local servicing.

GoodShepherdCampus.org
Find us on Facebook

(763)450-6670
Becker, Minnesota

We’d like to thank our tenants and families for your 
patience and understanding during the challenges of 
the COVID pandemic. We know it’s stressful and we 
are doing all we can to keep everyone safe, happy, 
and healthy. We’ll get through this together.

Immediate Availability*
SENIOR APARTMENTS* 

HOME CARE
ASSISTED LIVING*

MEMORY CARE

begins here
Graceful Living

We know separation is hard.

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Big Lake Hornets 
Legion baseball team de-
feated STMA’s #1 team, 
4-1 last Wednesday in the 
first game of a double-
header on the road. 
Unfortunately, they 
couldn’t complete the 
sweep against STMA’s 
#2 team, losing by 10 in 
the nightcap.

Hornets 4, 
STMA #1, 1
The Hornets got 

things started in the 
first inning scoring one 
run when Will Boeckman 
singled. They followed that 
up with a run in the fifth 
and two in the sixth to pull 
out the win.

Zeus Schlegel took the 
win on the mound for the 
Hornets. He allowed zero 
hits and one run over six 
innings, striking out seven. 
Zach Robeck threw one 
inning in relief out of the 

bullpen, recording the last 
three outs to earn the save 
for Big Lake.

Schee took the loss 
for STMA 1. He went five 
innings, allowing two runs 
on six hits and striking out 

three.

P r e s -
ton Schlegel 

went 2-for-3 at the 
plate to lead the Hornets in 
hits. Big Lake was sure-
handed and didn’t commit 
a single error. Boeckman 
made the most plays with 

10.
Neros led STMA 1 

with one hit in two at bats. 
STMA 1 was errorless.

Olson had 10 chances 
in the field, the most on the 
STMA team.

STMA #2, 10
Big Lake 0
It was a tough second 

game of the doubleheader 
as STMA #2 pounded out 
eight hits and 10 runs to 
beat the Hornets Wednes-
day evening.

A single by Preston 
Schlegel in the first inning 
and another by Samson 
Schlegel later on were all 
the positiveness for the 
Hornets. 

Carroll earned the win 
for STMA 2, lasting five 
innings, allowing two hits 
and zero runs while striking 
out eight and walking zero.

Brandon Stern took the 
loss for Big Lake He went 
two-and-a-third innings, 
allowing four runs on three 
hits and striking out two.

STMA 2 racked up 
eight hits in the game with 
Amundson and Foquette 
each having multiple hits 
for STMA 2.

The Hornets consist of 
Dylan Robeck, Chandler 
Nagorski, Chad Boeckman, 
Zach Robeck, Josh Hunt, 
Samson Schlegel, Zeus 
Schlegel, Will Boeckman, 
Keenan Hjermstad, Preston 
Schlegel, Nolan Reiter and 
Brandon Stern.

They are coached by 
Robert Hoekstra.

Up Next
The Hornets hosted 

Becker Tuesday with a 6 
p.m. start. They then trav-
eled to Monticello Thurs-
day.

Next week, the Hornets 
host the St. Cloud Chutes, 
then hit the road to Becker 
Tuesday and Princeton 
Thursday. All games are at 
6 p.m. 

Hornets split two games with STMA

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

While Covid-19 has 
wiped out a huge portion of 
the local sports scene in the 
past four months, it didn’t 
interrupt the long standing 
rivalry between Highway 
10 neighbors Becker and 
Big Lake as the community 
Legion baseball teams met 
Tuesday evening in Hornet 
country.

Big Lake Manager 
Robert Hoekstra said his 
team rode a “dominating” 
performance from Zeus 
Schlegel en route to a 9-4 
victory over Becker.

Schlegel belted a pair 
of home runs, including a 
three run blast in the first 
inning as Big Lake raced to 
a 5-0 lead after the first and 
never looked back.

Schlegel was also a 
force on the mound, as he 
started the game and went 
four innings, scattering 
just three hits, walking no 
one and he struck out eight 
Becker hitters.

In addition to Schle-
gel’s stellar performance, 
Hoekstra credited overall 
team balance to the rout.

“Everyone made pos-
itive contributions in to-
night’s victory,” said the 
manager, who also singled 
out catcher Will Boeck-
man’s two hits and two 
RBI.

In the hits department, 
the teams were nearly even, 
as Big Lake had nine hits 
and Becker scratched out 
eight.  Dalton Fouquette 
led the Becker attack with a 
3-for-4 performance at the 
plate.

Legion teams rekindle 
Hwy. 10 rivalry

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Twenty-eight pitchers 
are descending upon San-
tiago Twp. Saturday for 
an open horseshoe tourna-
ment.

The tournament com-
menced in 2008 and has 
run for 11 years under the 
lead of Jim Aleckson, who 
retired from directing the 
event in 2019. Because of 
Jim’s retirement, no tour-
nament was held in 2019.

However, Brian Wip-
per of Palmer has taken 
over the director’s job this 
year to resurrect the event 
for 2020.

A number of pitchers 
from the Twin Cities are 
entered with Ray Volkers 
of Maplewood heading the 
championship class with a 
60% average.

Most horseshoe tour-
naments have been can-
celed this year due to 
COVID-19. The most im-
portant cancellations have 
been the Team World event 
in Beloit, WI, the World 
Tournament in Louisiana 
and the Minnesota State 
Tournament in Hibbing.

Saturday’s Santiago 
Tournament begins at 9 
a.m. with Classes C & D. 
Classes A & B will start up 
at 1 p.m.

The Santiago Horse-
shoe Club finished their 
10th week of play Tues-
day with Don Claseman of 
St. Cloud and Russ Girtz 
of Monticello leading the 
league by two games with 
a 20-10 record. There are 
two events left of league 
play which will then lead 
into a double-elimination 
tournament.

12th 
annual 

horseshoe 
tourney
Saturday
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